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PCBLIC.\110:\ OF THE LINCOL'i-DOUGLAS DEBATES 
The Journal or the lllinoia State 

Historical Societ)' for H>3-l pre!<'nted 
a dis<:us..qon on "The Different Edt­
lions o! the Ucbates o! Lincoln and 
Douglas" by R. Gernld ~lcMurtr)'. 

As revealed by Mr. McMurtry, 
there were mnny different edations 
or printinj{S or tho book. The I>Urposo 
o( t.his renew is to tabulate the edi· 
tions assembled b)' the L ncoln :-;a­
tiona) Life Foundation, and arranKC 
them in the order of their JlUblit-ntlon. 
There arc undoubtedly other iuuea 
which ahould be included in this list 
before accurate permanent numbcra 
can be assigned to designate the exact 
chronological order or various llTint• 
ings. A dcscrilJtive cuption Cor cnch 
edition has been used which will allow 
it to be easily identif1ed. Information 
about vurin.nts will be great1y apprc• 
ciated by the Foundation. 

The text of the book bc~einnln~e with 
!>age one (I) and contlnuin!( to pago 
268 is the same in an cdit.tonH. Thitt 
review is conlined to tho preliminnry 
pnges which nrc numbered for tho 
sake of identitlcation with Roman 
numerals. \Vherc dnta on ono pat(C is 
copied verbatim from pncecding uu•uo 
the word "snme" i• u•cd. 

CorrCSJ)(rndnlce b'<lition (a) 
I. Title r,ag.,_.umo ns di•play copy 

in thi~ bul etin. 
II. Three copyrijl'ht lines in c•nter 

of page. Four lines in busintss caN 
plu""d in lower left hnnd comer. The 
absence of a ruled Hm• abo\'t. the name 
Follett, Foster &. Co. is unique among 
aJI the printings, rontributing to the 
theory that it is a fint edition. 

III. Corr.,.pondcnce-two lctters 
directed to Bon. Abraham I,in<'oln. 

1\'. Corrapondtn<e c!itt'Cted to llr. 
Lincoln C"Ontinued. Lf.ttiPr b)• A. Lln· 
coin to llessrs. G<'O. ~1. PnrJOruo and 
other~. 

V. Table of contcnta. 
Corrt~pontlt nrr f .. "dition (b) 

I. Title pag.,.._,.amc. 
II. Throo copyright lines at top or 

page with rule ext<-ndinR' umi<"r Jnt~:t 
line. Table of content . Four linu In 
bu:-inc s cnrd pluc('d in lowl·r lt:ft 
hand corner with rulccJ )inc jufl.t nbove 
th<" nt\m('! FolJ('tt, Fo h·r 1:. Co. 

III. C'orn·~pomkncr- snmc. 
IV. CorrcBpondrn('e--~t\lnC', 
Note. Autogrnph in JAnl"oln Nation· 

al Life Foundntion C'OJ)~f ''John A. 
Colcscott, Miami Univ<'THJt}f, Mny 22, 
1860." 

No Corrr~1xmdrt~rt' J•:di.timt 
1. Tit)(' page--sum('. 
II. Three copyright linvs In rentl'r 

of pn~(". Four lin~s in bu inf'l'!'l rnrd in 
lower JC'ft hnntl cornN' with ruJc·d JJne 
just nbovc the nnmt"' Fo11£>tt, FostC"r & 
Co. 

Ill. Table or contents with no other 
datn on page. 

f:ditw" Noting 15,000 CQ1M• 
I. Ad>ertl ment- Howell's "Life 

and Public Services or Abraham Lin­
coln." States book will be ready June 
12. 

II. Ad\ertlsemcnt-Giddings' "The 
t:xile of !•lorida." 

Ill. Advertisement - Hosmer's 
"Ad•ln, the Octoroon."' At bottom of 
page is the following announcement: 

POLITICAL DEBATES 
Bt-twN"n 

HON. ABilAHAM LINCOLX 

JION. STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS 
lr~ thtt t4-lrhrattd Cnnwahcn of l~:iS, In llll­

twt.: lndudlruc the ttfi'l:'t"'lllnw: ~I"''·.'~ bee of 
ou·h. Ill Chlt'nw:o. Snrh15rftt'ld, dt' •. 

Alo.o t-h~ T"'·, <:r.nt SlJ~..:-tu.,. of •tr. Llnwln In Ohto, In 1Sft9, 

•• 
CM,.fully l'r"PII'•"J hy th., ltt'l!Qrt•'U of ERo:h 

~'arty, AIWI Publhh'-'"l at the Tim" or 
'fhtolr [ltllver,. 

COLt:MRUS: 
FOI.l.ET''r, l'OSTt;lt .\Sn CO~IPANY 

IMGO 
i<~•l•Y' uf l'llle Pa:,te) 

"t;;,uoo Copies Sold of Lincoln and 
IJouglns Debate•. Every Body Reads 
them!" Follett, Foster & Co., Pub­
h hrrs, Columbus.. 

IV. Corrcspondt>nce- Ldter from 
\Jr. Lincoln to Mes•r.. Gfl>. M. Par­
sons, and others. 

\', T•tl• page-l!lme 
\'1. \.c.pyright-.ame. 
\'II. Tahle of content.s.-s:ame. 

1:dit1o11 .Voting 16,000 CQ1M& 
I. Ad,·erti ement- HowelPs ,..Life 

nnd Public Services of Abraham Lin­
coln."' States book ";u be ready prev­
ious to June 20. Calls the book '7he 
Authorized r:dition" and concludes 
"flC"' ure to get an authoriud copy.'' 
Under ad,·ertJRmt!nt at the bottom of 
the JUW('t In one line ap(K'nrs the :--tate­
m,.nt "IG,O<Kl copiC8 Lincoln and 
I>ouJ"ln! Debates Sold." 

J I .• \d\'l·rtist·mc-nt-utmt'. 
I 11. Ad\'C."TtiM>mcnt - Coggeshall's 

"1 ht· Pocta nml Poetry of the \\'est." 
IV. Aclvcrti ing & correspondence 

-uppj•r hall of pngc ndvct·tising 
books:, lower hnlf exhibiting "Letter 
rlom Mr. Lincoln." 

V. Title pngc-fisme. 
VI. Copyright page-snme. 
VII. 'J'ablc of contents-same. 
!,;clition ,Voting t-4,9!M CfJpirs (a) 
I. Advt'rti<-•ement- Howell's "Life 

nnd Public Services of Abrnham Lin ... 
coin." Stnte.s that 9,000 copies of 

above book alnady sold. Calls it "The 
Authorized Edition"' but the conclud­
ing line sayF, "Be sure you get the Ue­
liable Edition." Under the ad,·ertise­
mcnt at bottom or page in one lino 
appears .. 24,!196 copies Lincoln and 
Douglas' Debates Sold!" 

II. Advertii>elllcnt--ume. 
III. Advertisement - Mme, except 

first line which read•, "Will bo pub­
lished August 5."' 

IV. Adverti!'ing nnd Corre~~pon­
dence-same. 

V. Title page-same with the addi­
tion of the (ollov.'ing two Jines at bot­
tom of page "Boston: Brown & Ta~e­
gard. New York: W. A. Town.cnd & 
Co. Chicago: S. C. Grigg• & Co. lle· 
hoit: Putnam, Smith &. Co. 

VI. Copyright page-same. 
VII. Table or conlent~enmc. 

Edition l'lotiuu 2-$,996 Cotiics (b) 
AJI pages ~arne ns 11Eclition Noting 

24,996 Copies (n)., except imprint on 
title pugc which follows-' ' lloHton: 
Crosby, Nichols, Lro & Co. Nrw York: 
M. Dooludy. l'itt.-burl(h: Hunt & 
~liner. Cincinnati: Rirkey, Mallory & 
Co." 

Corrcclrd Dougl~• f:clitio" (a) 
I. Adverti emcnt - Coggeshall's 

"The Poets and Poetry of the w .. t." 
Top line states "X ow Ready." 

II. Statement IUid corre ponclcnce 
-otatcment by the publi her followed 
by a letter from St<phen A. Douglaa 
dated June 9, 1860, 

Ill. CorrC$pondencc & corre<tiono 
-top of page numbered four. l~ttu 
of publisher to ~lr. DouQCla• Corr<C­
tion~ :and omi, zons in :\tr. I>ouglAa' 
!peeches noted. Alterations and cor­
rection in ~lr. Lincotn•a Jp(tchts. 

IV. Cort'('('tions and ('Orre pondrn(e 
-top of page numbered five. \lr. Lin­
coln's corrections continued. Stat• 
ment about c-orrections. Lcttf'r of Mr. 
Lincoln to Messu. Gro. ~1. Parsons 
and others. 

Y. Title pttg<" - an.m~, including 
businc.H rc presentations. 

\'I. CoprriKht page-sume. 
\"II. '!"able- of ronttnt..-&:lmt. 

C(trrt rl(.d lhmgl11' Hdilinn (b) 

All pn~cs samf' ns "Corrf'e'trcl noug .. 
ltts Edit1on (a)" <'Xr•pl imprint on 
title paJ;rf' which follow - •no!ton: 
Cro~by, Ni('ho!R, LN" & C'o. Nrw York: 
)J. Dooludy. Pittsburgh: Hunt & 
Miner. Cincinnati: Rirkoy, Mnllory & 
Co." 

Nut~, lt J,. with H'llrort thnt thfl T.lnf'nln Nn.· 
llmtnl I '(to I'm nolnthm nn'louru•• rk .. rll'lll1(1lll• 
tfon e>( II• lllorAtiRn. H. f:~ rPiol :\tf'MIIrlry, ('(• 
(+'f:HV!t ~·rt .. mh,.r IIi, who hflll r,.turnfld to hl1 
ho111f> n.t J;lltnt""tht wn, K ntudt.Y, t., • ntf>r 
bu II.,. • Jt,. hA• N.>, J"t'l'OJ fnlth(ul flf'rvh·• to 
tht> Fu.u~tlatiuu for tbco p._.t th,..• 7Mrl. 


