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ABRAH AM LINCOLN 
CHRONOLOGY 

February 12. Born in Hardin 
Coun~y. now Laltue County, 
Kentucky. 
Family mo\cd w Knob Creek 
fann. 
A brother, Thomas, born but 
cliod in infancy. 
A~tended fir•t school tau~tht by 
Zachariah IUney. 
Attended llebool taught by 
Caleb Hazel. 
November. Family moved w 
Perry County, now Spencer 
County, Indiana. 
January. Shot a turkey with 
his father's gun. 
Ocwber 5. Mother died of 
milk·sickncss. 
December 2. Father married 
Sarah Johnston, a widow with 
~hree children. 
A ttendcd school taught by 
Andrew Crawford. 
January 9. A step-sister, 
Elizabeth Johnston, married 
Dennis Hanks. 
A~tended llebool taught by 
Sweeney. 
Parent.$ joined Pigeon Creek 
Oapti•~ Church. 
Attended achool taught by Azel 
W. Dor.ey. 
Worked at Taylor's Ferry, 
Anderaon Creek. 
Augu.<t 2. His sister, Sarah 
L i n eo l n, married A a r o n 
Grigg by. 
Se1>t.cmbor 14. A step·sister, 
M a til d u Joh nston, married 
Squire Hall. 
January 20. IIi~ sister, Sarah 
Grlg,by, died. 
A1>ril. Made first flatboat trip 
to l\ew Orleans. 
Sened as clerk in country 
.. wre. 
:.tnrt:h 1. Lincoln, Hanks, and 
Hall fa mil i e a .tarled for 
lllinoiJ!. 
March. Employe.l by Denton 
Oft'utt to build Uatboat. 
Al'ril. Mad• oecond ftatboat 
trtp to New Orleans. 
July. Took up pennanent 
re•idence in New Salem. 
Augu•t I. Cast first vote and 
served as clerk or election. 
~;ngnged ns clerk in Oft'utt's 
store. 
March 9. Announced as can
didnt.<J for Legislature. 
April·July. Served in Blacl< 
Hawk War. 
Augu,~ G. Defeated as candi· 
dat.c for Legislature. 
P u r c h a a e d partner.hip in 
grocery store. 
May 7. Appointed postmaster 
at New Salem. 

1834 January. Began work as a 
surveyor. 

1834 Summer. Decided w study 
law. 

1834 August. Elected to Illinois 
Legisl&tul'll. 

1835 August 25. His sweetheart, 
Ann Rutledge, cliod. 

1886 August. Re-elected w I.A!jtis
lature. 

1836 Fall. Courted Mary Owens. 
1836 September 9. Ltcenscd to 

pract.icc law. 
1887 March 8. Protested against 

pro-slavery action in Legisla· 
ture. 

1837 March 16. ltemoved w Spring. 
field, Illinois. 

1837 April 12. Became law partner 
or Stuart.. 

1888 Augus t. Re,..,lected w Legis· 
lature. 

1839 First met Mary Todd. 
1840 August. RH!ected w I.A!gis· 

lature. 
1840 Campaigned, as an elecwr, !or 

Harrlson. 
1841 January. On verge of mental 

collapse. 
1841 111ay 14. E ntered law partner

ship with Lof.an. 
1842 September 22. Prepared te 

meet Shields In a duel. 
1842 November 4. Married Mary 

Todd. 
1843 August 1. His first son, Robert 

Lincoln, born. 
1844 C:tmpulgncd, 118 an elector, (or 

Clay. 
18-14 ••ormed law partnership with 

Herndon. 
1846 March 10. ills second son, 

Edward Baker Lincoln, born. 
1846 August. Elected as representa· 

tive in Convess. 
18-17 December 22. Introduced "Spot 

Resolution.s" in Congress. 
184S September 12. Made first ad· 

dress in New England at Wor· 
cest.<Jr. 

1849 January 10. Presented bill te 
abolish slavery in District of 
Columbia. 

1849 May 22. A patent tor lifting 
vessels over ehouls was granted 
him. 

1849 D e c I i n e d governorship of 
Oregon. 

1$;;0 J.'ebruory 1. Hi• son, Edward 
Boker Lincoln, died. 

18;;0 December 21. Hi.. third son, 
William Wallace Lincoln, born. 

1851 January 17. His father died in 
Coles County. 

1853 April 4. A fourth son, Thomas 
Lincoln, born. 

1854 October •1. Delivered the "Anti
NebrMka" •peech at Spring
field. 

1854 Ocwber IG. An6wered Douglas 
at Peoria. 

1855 Won law suit for Illinois Cen· 
tral llnilroud. 

1856 Engaged in McCormick reaper 
case. 

18o6 February 22. Addressed con
vention of ediwrs at Decatur. 

1856 May 29. Delivered famous 
"Lo~t Speech" at Bloomingwn. 

1856 June 17. Reeeivcd 110 votes as 
candidato for vice-president at 
ltepublican 1\at.ional Com·en· 
tion. 
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June 26. Delivered the "Dred 
Scott" speech at Springfield. 
May 7. Won Armstrong murder 
case . 
June 16. Delivered the "House
divided·agalnst.itseU" speech at 
Sprin&fleld. 
August 21. Debated with 
Douglass at Ottawa. 
August 27. Debate d with 
Douglass ut ~'reeport. 
Septomber 15. Debated with 
Douglass at J onesboro. 
Sept.<Jmber 18. Debated with 
Douglass at Charleswn. 
Ocwber 7. Debated with 
Douglass at Galesbur&. 
October 18. Debated with 
Douglass a~ Quincy. 
Octeber 15. Debated with 
Douglass at Alton. 
November. Defeated as a 
Candidate !or Senate. 
February 27. Delivered ad· 
dress at Cooper Union. 
May 9. Selected as candidate 
for pre•idcncy by illinois 
Republican Convention. 
May 18. Nominated by the 
National Republican Conven
tion us candidnte tor prosi· 
dency. 
November G. Elected president 
of tho United Stat.<Js. 
February 11. Dade farewell w 
Springfield neighbors. 
February 22. Spoko in inde
pendence Hall, Philadelphia. 
•'ebruary 27. A r r i v e d in 
Wa.,hington, D. C. 
March 4. Inaugurated president 
of the United States. 
April 15. Called extra session 
or Congresa. 
Nay 10. Proclaimed martial 
law. 
••ebruary 12. Ilia son, William 
Wallace Lincoln, died. 
August 19. Replied w the 
Greeley ediwrinl. 
September 22. Issued t he 
Emancipation Proclamation. 
October I. Visiwd Antietam. 
Jull' 15. Proclaimed first, 
nnt•onal Thnnk•givinf Day. 
November 19. D e i vered 
"Getty•burg Address." 
February 29. Named Grant 
for lieutenant JC!"Cral. 
June 8. Xom•nated as presi· 
dential candidate for second 
term. 
July 1ti. Conferred with Greeley 
and Confederate commission. 
1\0\·ember 8. •:lected tor 
•econd time, pre>ident of the 
United States. 
November 21. Wrote the 
famous letwr to Mrs. Bixby. 
March 4. Delivered his "Second 
Inaugural Addre~us/' 
March 22. Visited Grant's 
armr.. 
Aprtl 4. Alade trip w llich· 
mond. 
April 11. Delivered la•t, public 
add reM. 
April 14. Shot by assassin in 
Ford'• Theatre. 
April 16. Died at 7:22a.m. 
May 4. Buried in Oak fudge 
Cemetery, Springfield. 


