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he thin sheet of paper on the cover of Lincoln
Lore is marked with circles and lines, & code
that carried details of military actions during

the Civil War. When |'[.n cid on top of the pink code
heet, the coded message is revealed. Tl

el C CArCies AlIgm

tters of the alphabet, which are printed in random

e sheet, Lines denote the spaces bet

ween
words, The message, attributed to Confederate General
PG T, Beauregard, details a plot to destroy Washing

ton, D.C., and remove President Abraham Lincoln and
General Winfield Scatr, The translation of the coded
mcssage 1§ written it the bottom of the page: “ ohal eros
¢he river above Little Fally an Sunday at twoe AM Sigrial
red and whire rockess from Thrners Hill Fer Godi Sake dont

v af all paint .' o af grce Despaich

A second ooded document (Jeft) in the Lincoln Financial
Foundastion Collection is a telegram sent from Confeder
At ]::"".'ﬁ.:'.'l‘i!__l.'i..': sont Dhavis in Richmond, Vingini, to
General Braxton Bragg in Tullahoma in January 1863
The message appears to be a series of letters, but after

o
t decod

being ed reveals Dhavis’s instructions to Bragg about
wtifications. The rranslation, written on the back of the

telegram, reads: For the freesent all which seems priciica-
bl 11 to gelect o strong Paittion anil fordifving it to T
attack. Should the enemy adtempl o pass you with biv whele
i Fi'e .'.".- T RGeS .'.'.'."." n'": R |"'.. T IFF, .r‘ f Pl .".l".’.'n FRip A FETH -
[forcements to your warson Army wbick swonld enable them

therr recent virtory i woondd af omce be done, Th send

rward absentees and recraih Wboald be viparously preved a

The Lincoln Financial Foundarion Collection'’s Civil
War Documents Collection, « i

TH; BTN i Clal papeTs [amn 0th Sa0Cs Of TIHE War,

Allen County Public Library websire

Adriznz Maynard, Linooln Librarian at Allen County
Public Library, Fort Wayne, IIN
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An interview with Fritz Klein, who travels around the world
z to present our Sixteenth President.
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An interview with Eric Foner

about his recent book, Gateway to Freedom:The Hidden History of the Underground Railroad.
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Right: Contrabandi on Mr. Fallers farm, Cumberland, .U..l:'. 14, 1862 (LC-DIG-sterea-11241 5}

Sara Gabbard: Why was New
Bedford, MA, important to your
story? Please explain why Frederick
Bailey became Frederick Douglass.

Eric Foner: New Bedford before the Civil
War was known as the “*Fugitives’ Gibral-
tar.” A major whaling port, it had a large
community of free blacks, many of whom
worked as sailors or on the docks, and who
were happy to shelter fugitive slaves. Many
fugitives from the South were sent o New
Bedtord where they could be more secure
than in other parts of the North. The most
l:u:‘u s Wis F'rcn{cfiu'i(. I)uugfa.ss. .-\5 Fﬁ:d-
erick Bailey, he escaped from Baltimore in
1838, In New York, David Ruggles, the lead
of the local Vigilance Committee, which
assisted fugitives, sent him to New Bed-
ford. Bailey had changed his name to John-
son when he reached New York, but in New
Bedford there were a large number of black
Johnsons, so he chose a new name once again
and became Frederick Douglass.

SG: Please discuss Nat Turner's
Rebellion in 1831, Did his efforts make
the lives of slaves even more difficule®

EF: Nat Turner's rebellion was the largest
slave insurrection in the three decades before
the Civil War, It took place in Southampton
County, Virginia, and resulted in the deaths
of between 50 and 60 whites. Turner him-

self was caprured, after hiding out in the
woods for some weeks, and exccuted. The
rebellion spread panic throughout the South
and led to 4 tightening of laws regulating
slaves, and especially restrictions on black
preachers (Turner was one) and on blacks
meeting together without a white person
being present

SG: You state that “New York had close
economic ties to the slave South and a
pro-southern municipal government.”
How did this relationship affect

anti slavery advocates?

EF: New York, declared DeBow's Review,
the major southern periodical of the 1850s,
was as dependent on slavery as Charles-
ton. Wew York merchants dominated the
cotton trade; New York banks helped to
finance the cxp:lnh'inn nfsl;n'r:r_'nr; and New
York insurance companies issued policies
s0 owners would be |'\uia.i in the event of a
slave's death. Thousands of southerners vis-
ited the city each year, often accompanied by
slaves. The pro-southern atmosphere defi-
nitely affected public policy, and made the
city a hostile environment for abolitionism.
There was a major anti-abolitionist, anti-
black riot in 1834, The movement in New
York was smaller than in Boston and many
other northern cities.

SG: I have always found it difficult
to understand why the Fugitive Slave

Law of 1850 was considered by some
to be a promising compromise, In
your book you state that it, “embodied
the most robust expansion of federal
authority over the states, and

over individual Americans, of the
antebellum era.” How/why did it pass?

EI": .Ihh' Ll“' Wils }'uri “l-'l h'.' C“mpﬁ.}miﬁc {'I‘t-
1850, which sought to settle several points of
dispute between free and slave states, includ-
ing the status of slavery in territory recently
acquired from Mexico, and whether Cali-
fornia could enter the Union as a free state.
Southerners had been complaining in the
1840s about the growing number of slaves
escaping to the North and the obstruction,
in some states, of their recapture. The new
law took the capture of fugitives out of the
hands of state and local authorities and made
it a federal responsibility. A new class of
officials = US Commissioners — would hear
these cases, federal marshals would arrest
I‘UHi.li"p'l::i. and there were severe pcnnlﬂcs foor
those who aided runaway slaves. This was
'Pﬂ.lb..ll"‘t:ﬁ' l}ll." maost :nﬂ'lulil L'xc'l'{i:'_‘-‘.' ”fﬁ'..‘ldﬂfﬂ
power over the states in the entire pre-Civil
War era, which is ironic in that the South
is generally believed 1o have adhered o the
idea of states’ rights,

S5G: Who was Sydney Howard Gay?

EF: Gay was the editor of the National
Anti-Slavery Standard, a weekly abolition-
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ist newspaper published in New York City.
It reflected the outlook of William Llﬂ}'ﬁ
Crarrison’s faction of the abolitionist move-
ment. Gay also took a leading role in assist-
ing fugitive slaves who passed through the
city. His "anti-slavery office”™ was a major
station on the underground railroad.

SG: You state that the popular
concept of the Underground Railroad
as a “highly organized system with
tunnels, codes, and clearly defined
routes and stations” isn't correct.
What is a more realistic view?

EF: Many people take the railroad meta-
phor 1 bit too literally. There was no single
underground railroad organization, no regu-
lar schedules and depots, etc. | see it as a set
of local networks, that communicated with
one another and assisted fugitives. These
groups rose and fell over time; some went
out of existence for a while, and then revived.
Very few people were actively engaged in
helping fugitives, although a larger number
gave occasional assistance, Moreover, people
working on the underground railroad also
took part in other abolitionist activitics. Gay
was an editor, others attended meetings,
gave speeches, petitioned the legislature,
and went to court to try to defend fugitives.
In other words, they operated underground
and overground, as it were, at the same time.

SG: How did both black and white
people aid the escaping slaves?

EF: Assistance to fugitives took many
forms. In the South, it consisted of hiding
them, giving them food, and giving them
directions for travel to the North - or actu-
ally transporting them across the Mason-
Dixon Line. In the North, local groups hid
fugitives, gave them new clothing so they
would not look like slaves, and put them on
trains or steamboats to carry them to cities
further noeth, where local groups would
assist them.

SG: Please explain your
comment that the Railroad was

a “quasi-public institution.”

EF: Local Vigilance Committees, as groups
helping fugitives were called, often publi-
cized their activities, publishing numbers of
fugitives assisted and even individual sto-
ries of runaway slaves. In some parts of the
North, such as Syracuse, a very antislav-
ery city, the underground railroad operated
apenly. The local head, Jermain Loguen,
advertised in newspapers and held fund-rais-
ing events in his home. On the other hand,

e s ot
A group of Tontrabands” (LC-DIG-steres-1102762)

in New York City, much of the activity was
quite secret, because of the hostile political
Cnvironment.

SG: What was the role of the
Dutch West India Company
in the establishment of slavery
in New Amsterdam?

EF: Slavery existed from the very settle-
ment of New Amsterdam in the early 1600s.
The West India Company brought in slaves
to build fortifications and do other work,
Slavery in the town was looser than it would
later become. Many slaves came to enjoy
“half-freedom” - they worked part of the
time for the company and part for them-
selves. The system rightened considerably
after the British took over in 1664,

SG: Please comment on the aid given

to escaping slaves by the Quaker
population in New York City.

EF: Quakers were well-known for their
antislavery sentiments and among slaves, it
was widely circulated that if you reached a
town, you would be well advised 1o “ask a
Quaker” for help. On the other hand, most
Quakers were not abolitionists. They disliked
disorder and controversy as much as slavery.
Isaac Hopper and a couple of other Quaker
abaolitionists were expelled by the monthly
meeting in New York because of their abo-
litionist activities, which not only caused
public controversy but involved their work-
ing with non-Quakers. A few of the under-
ground railroad operatives in New York were
Quakers, but most Quakers had no part in
aiding fugitive slaves,

5G: What was the status of

slavery in New York City during

the Revolutionary War?

EF: From 1775 to 1783 New York City
was occupied by the British. And during
the War of Independence, British com-
manders offered freedom to slaves of patri-
ots who escaped 1o their lines. Thus many
slaves headed for New York from nearby
colonies, and as far away as Virginia, seck-
ing liberty. When the British evacuated, they
took over 3,000 black men, women, and chil-
dren with them — most of them newly freed
slaves. (George Washington, who asked the
British commander to keep a “look out” for
two of his own runaway slaves in New York,
remonstrated strongly against the British
action but to no avail.)

S5G: Please comment on two
items in the Constitution:

Article 1, Section 2 Was the provision
that 3/5 of “all other Persons” would
count in determining population
absolutely for the
ratification of the Document? How
was the 3/5 number established?

Article IV, Section 2 was cited

as justification for the return of
escaping slaves, but it seems rather
vague. Who was in charge of
“delivering up” these escapees?

EF: It docs scem that both the 3/5 clause
and the fugitive slave clause were necessary
to secure the approval of South Carolina
and Georgia for the Constitution, Oddly,
northerners argued that no slaves should
be counted as part of the population used to
apportion membership among the states in
the House of Representatives, while south-
erners insisted that slaves were people and
all should be counted. 3/5 is clearly a com-
promise. The fugitive slave clause is indeed
vague. It does not say whether the states or
the federal government would be responsi-
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ble for apprehending fugitives, nor does it
indicare whar kind of legal procedures their
return should involve It seems o leave it Ly
to the owner to capture and return fugitives
himself, which became more and more dif
ficult as time went on.

SG: What was the history of
the Manumission Society?

EF: The New York Manumission Society
was founded in 1785 by a group of prominent
New Yorkers, including Alexander Hamil-
ton and John Jay, to press for the abolition
of slavery in the state, Many of the members
were themselves slaveowners, and the group
did not admit blacks as members. The Soci-
ety achieved passage of the
(gradual) emancipation act
of 1799, al hnugh not until
1827 did slavery come to
an end in the state. Bur
the Society did many
other things. It encour-
aged owners o manumit
slaves, and it set up the
African Free School to
educate black children. It
survived until 1849, but by
the 18305 it was eclipsed
by the more radical, and
interracial, abolitionist
movement,

SG: Please comment on: the
Antebellum status of free Blacks

in New York City; the New York
Vigilance Committee; and the
Colonization Movement in the City.

EF: New York City had the largest free
black community in the North in the ante-
bellum era, but the status of blacks in the city
was very precarious. They had few oppor-
tunities for anything other than low-paid,
menial jobs, were forced to live in the most
undesirable neighborhoods, and were barred
from hotels, restaurants, and many other
public places. The colonization movement,
which had the support of many prominent
New Yorkers, pressed for their removal to
Africa. Blacks also ran the danger of kidnap-
ping and sale to the South. The New York
Vigilance Committee was founded in 1835
to combat kidnapping, but it also quickly
began to assist fugitive slaves, marking the
beginning, in a sense, of the underground
railroad.

SG: What were the roles of

Lewis Tappan and Louis
Napoleon in your story?

EF: Lewis '|'_'|p|'-_u1 wiis the most prumincm
white abalitionist in New York CET}'. He was
a wealt h_1r merchant who donated VETy liber-
ally to the antislavery cause. He also assisted
l'u:,:'r.'. IVES O MANY OCCASIONS. T-‘FF-"] led the
anti-Garrisonian faction of the abolitionist
movement. He believed abolitionists should
work within the political system (Garrison
did not) and opposed Garrison's strident
attacks on the churches for their complic-
ity with slavery. He also opposed allowing
women to hold office in abolitionist organi-
zations, which the Garrisonians supported.
Moust New York abolitionists followed '|‘:i|.'!-
pan, not Garrison. Louis Napoleon, anillit-
erate black laborer, was the key activist in

Fupitive negroes fording Rappabannock (LC-ING-stereo-1502891)

the city assisting fugitives. He scoured the
docks looking for those who arrived hidden
on ships, and met slaves sent from abolition-
ists in Philadelphia, at the railroad depot. He
also went to court (o obtain writs of habeas
corpus for slaves illegally brought into the
state by southern owners (New York law,
afrer 1841, declared thar any slave, except
a fugitive, who entered the state automati-
cally became free).

5G: Please explain the significance
of the Supreme Court’s ruling
in Prigg v. Pennsylvania.

EF: Prigg was the first Supreme Court
decision dealing with fugitive slaves. It inter-
preted the Constitution's fugitive slave clause
as meaning that it was a federal responsibil-
ity to apprehend fugitives, and also affirmed
the ri;:hl of slaveowners to capture J!‘uglri‘.“l:s
themselves, without any legal procedure, so
]l'lné_: as l'lh'l.,"\' 1!‘!\' mol Cause a br!’.'_!.l:.i'l. -.rli F]’!H:
peace. The decision led some northern states
to I_'r,q.r 11\1;4] ||rﬁ|;'mh T'n W Jss:stul_g in the cap-
ture of fugitives, and seon led to the passage
of the federal |'1l.[iqitix'1.' Slave Acr of 1850,

SG: Was the Canadian government
actively involved with the Underground
Railroad, or did it simply serve asa
destination for some of the escapees?

EF: | don't think the government of Can-
ada had .11‘:_1.'l|!ur1:_; d'.l'l:..rl:. to do with the
uudcr;rl wund railroad. But British and Cana-
dian authoritics refused o extradite slaves
who managed to reach Canada. Afrer 1850,
as the federal government became active
in apprehending fugitives, more and more
fugitives headed to Canada, as they were
no longer safe in New England or upstate
Mew York, The fact thar the Canadian gov-
ernment refused to return them became a
major point of friction in Anglo-American
relations,

56: Please comment on
the story of Thomas Sims.

EF: Thomas Sims wasa 17-year
old fugitive slave from Georgia,
who was apprehended in Boston
in April 1851 and subsequently
returned to slavery in accordance
with the Fugitive Slave Act of
1850, When he arrived back in
Georgia, he was punished with
a whipping in a public square
and then sold o a resident of
Mississippi. In 1863, he escaped
again, this time ﬁnd'mg ruthgn
with the Union army.

SG: When did activities of the
Underground Railroad officially end?

EF: The Civil War marked the end of the
Underground Railroad. At first, the num-
ber of fugitives increased. Bur quickly, slaves
realized that they could obtain freedom by
heading for the lines of the Union army,
not the North. Many thousands of slaves
found refuge behind Union lines, and fairdy
early in the war the Lincoln administration
abandoned the idea of returning them all
to their owners. Thus, by the end of 1861,
few if any slaves were escaping to the North
and Canada; the army had replaced them as

destinations, %
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Through the Lens of History

What Lincoln Means to Me—And Not Necessarily to Others

by Richard Striner

As the Civil War Sesquicentennial begins
to wind down—after all the many words of
commentary from various and sundry writ-
ers and historians—we are focused on the
horrid anniversary of Lincoln's murder. As |
write this essay in the final weeks of March
2015, the latest issue of National Geographic
magazine has arrived with a cover story on
Lincoln. Once again, as so oftenin the past,
the life-achievement of Abraham Lincoln
is the .liu[':uj:,'rl: nfﬂ.‘.m'l'l:nuntar}', but this time
on the anniversary of its tragic—its bru-
tal—termination.

3"-!].-' own conclusions on the life achieve-
ment of Lincoln were formed long ago, and
| have set them forth in 2 number of books,
chiefly in Fatber dbrabam. Lincoln’s Relent-
fess .'i'l‘mgxr'c to End Sfat'rr_}r.'m:‘! Lincoln's Hr:':_].'.'
Hew Six Great Presidents Created American
Power. The gist of it: Lincoln was a genius,
one of the grearest thar America has ever
produced, and his genius flowed from his
skill in orchestrating power to achieve noble
ends. He was a “power artist,” to use a phrase
from the lexicon of T. Harry Williams. He
W3S 2 master strategist.

| formed this impression as I studied Lin-
coln’s work in graduate school. I remember
reading the uncomplimentary chapter on
Lincoln in Richard Hofsradter’s book The
American Palitical Tradition. At one pnin[
Hofstadter shared a reminiscence of the abo-
litiomist Moncure Daniel Cniw-".l._!,' n:g:.u‘d-
ing a meeting with Lincoln in January 1862,
According to Conway, Lincoln said that he

actually wanted to have abolitionists vilify
him in public because it would give him
leverage in advancing the goals of the anti-
slavery cause. I thought to myself, “How
extraordinary. Whar other politician has
encouraged his friends to trash his own rep-
utation in the interest of creating strategic
leverage?” And this question never seems
to have oecurred to Hofstadter. He was so
busy artempting to pillory Lincoln as an
opportunist that the full significance of this
passage went straight past him, But it reg-
istered with me.

Then | read LaWanda Cox's Lincoln and
Black Freedom: A Study in Presidential Lead-
ership. | was enthralled by her account of the
way that Lincoln worked behind the scenes
in Louisiana in 1863 and 1864 to quietly turn
it into a free state h_v rl.'dr.;tl:'ling 1ts state con-
stitution. In a cunning letter, with nuance
embedded in every line, Lincoln told his
agent, the political general Nathaniel Banks,
to make the transformation happcn inaway
that would give him—Lincoln—deniability.
Then it hit me: maybe Lincoln’s supposedly
“lenient” Reconstruction plan of December
1863 was a tricky way to speed up this trans-
formation of slave states into newly-minted
free states. It scemed lenient to many people
at the time (and to many ever since) because
wi'l_l.:]'l l]rll_‘r ten ])L‘n":!lr 131-* I'L'.l.'lﬂ.'l "1[:.“:{,.'."1 volers
had taken a loyalty cath, they could elect a
state ]cgilﬂﬂutr;: that Lincoln would recog-
nize. But there was more to Lincoln's plan,
much more: if these people actually wanted

to vote, they had to swear to something else.
-”']L:_'!r' hi“i Lo SWear [:{?II. [hﬁ: h”‘}' E!lh!l.::l !h'.‘l.'[
they supported emancipation. Result: only
anti-slavery whites in these southern states
would be allowed to vore, and it would not
take very many of them (only ten percent of
the state’s electorate) to transform the state
into-a free state. In other words, Lincoln's
“lenient” plan for Reconstruction was exactly
the reverse of whait it seemed to be in some
respects. It was a erafty and high-handed
way 1e] l—nn:f:. I!I'l.r.: an'ri—::!;n-::r}- .‘lgumja.

When I finally resolved to do a book-length
treatment of Lincoln’s role as an anti-slavery
strategist, | immersed myselfin the Collected
Werks to test my impressions in relation to
the documented record. What | found was
more than enough: item after item reveal-
ing that Lincoln seemed to do best-case and
worst-case contingency planning almost all
day every day. He was simply a natural genius
in power orchestration, not only in military
martters, as 1. Harry Williams argued in his
book Lincaln and His Generals, but across
the board.

There were many individual revelations for
me in thl.' (:aﬁ"rrrﬂ.l" Works. W’]wn I came upon
Lincoln’s secret proposal (a trial balloon that
he Aoated in February 1865) to pay $400
million to the slave states on the condition
that they ratify the Thirteenth Amendment,
I was stunned—#flled with admiration for
the man’s remarkable mind. Has any other
pr:.':ciq,!:,:]tl dared to entertain for one instant
the notion of paying off states to amend the
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constitution? But this was the quintessential
Lincoln as I had come to understand him:
a man of supreme audacity. After all, there
is nothing in the Constitution forbidding
such a scheme, so why not try it?

All of this went into my book Father Abra-
ham, which was published in 2006.

Then [ started working on another angle
entirely: Lincoln's role in the intellectual and
ideological evolution of American politics.
For some time | had sensed a correlation
between the idea of “using Hamiltonian
means to achieve Jeffer-
sonian ends™—an idea
deriving from Herbert
Croly's classic 1909 polit-
ical treatise The Promise
of American Life—and
Lincoln’s brand of pol-
itics. Simply put, Croly
argued that the president
who had just left office in
1909—Theodore Roos-
evelt—healed a schism
in American political
life that had originated in
feuds among the Found-

ImE Fathers. Alexander President Rogsevelt and Govermer McMillin reviewing trosps, on the site of a desperate charge,
Hamilton's elitist brand  Chickamauga battlefield, Tenn, (LC-DIG-steres-1:02007)
of “big government”

statecraft had been opposed by Jefferson,
who feared that big government was a threat
to the common man.

A conservative-liberal overlay in this pat-
tern should be noted, though its content
eventually reversed itself, to wit: early con-
servatives made use of the state (i.e., big gov-
ernment) 45 a counter-revolutionary force,
whereas classical liberals believed in laissez-
faire, which is to say they were government-
bashing libertarians. Of course conservative
and liberal preferences on the proper role of
government reversed themselves over time
in a process that Jacques Barzun used to call
the “Great Switch.” But even the Switch
could not obliterate the hierarchic nature of
right-wing proclivities or the anti-hierarchic
impetus of left-wing politics. In any case, the
Hamilton-Jefferson clash represented the
emergence of the left-versus-right polarity
in American political culture.

Back to Croly, Theodore Roosevelt, and
(ultimately) Lincoln. Croly wrote in 1909
that the Hamilton-Jefferson clash repre-
sented a grievously false antithesis. In Cro-
ly's opinion, heroic government (depending
on the specific nature of its policies) could

sometimes deliver results that are essen-
tial for underwriting the liberty and also
the day-to-day prosperity of everyday citi-
zens. So the methods of Hamilton might ar
times serve the purposes of Jefferson. Croly
praised Theodore Roosevelt in glowing terms
for understanding this and for acting upon
this understanding in his presidential pro-
gram. But then he acknowledged something
else of even greater interest to me: Lincoln

did it first.

Theodore Roosevelt was quite aware of this

4

connection, as [ later found out. As | began
my new research for this project, I discovered
that Roosevelt had written in 1908 that his
mission as a Republican leader was "to take
hold of the conservative party and turn it
into what it had been under Lincoln, a party
ofprngrf:ssin: conservatism, or conservative
radicalism; for of course wise radicalism and
wise conservatism go hand in hand.” For
years it had been very clear to me that the
Hamilton-Jefferson feud of the 1790s cor-
relared closely with the evolution of conser-
vative and liberal ideology. So I felt myself
on very sure ground as I propounded the
theory that Lincoln had engineered a cen-
trist convergence—a synthesis of left and
right—in regard to the role that a mighty
federal government can play in the dynam-
ics of our republic.

As I studied the evidence, this ideological
convergence played out within the intellec-
tual history of the presidency. As Lincoln
was one of Theodore Roosevelt’s greatest
heroes, the elder Roosevelt was the single
greatest hero of the younger one: FDR.
And the centrist convergence that Lincoln
began passed right across party lines as it
was handed from the elder Roosevelt to his

cousin. The proof? “Reform if you would
preserve,” proclaimed Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt in a 1936 campaign speech; *1 am
that kind of conservative because I am that
kind of liberal.” And this legacy was passed
directly forward through the “vital center”
policies of Truman (the phrase was coined
by Arthur Schlesinger, Jr.) and the *middle
way” of Dwight D. Eisenhower.

‘This was the package of ideas and interpre-
tations that formed the basis for my book
Lincoln's Way: How Six Great Presidents Cre-
ated American Power. 1
argued that “Lincoln’s
Way" provided the
basis for national mod-
ernization, lo ng-term
planning, and national
cohesiveness that turned
our nation into a global
superpower by the mid-
dle of the rwentieth cen-
tury. And the evidence
of this abounds in the
civilian-side legislation
of Lincoln and the Civil
War Republicans: the
building of the trans-
continental railroad,
the chartering of the
National Academy of Sciences, the Mor-
rill Act providing federal aid to education
via land-grant colleges, and much more.
Lincoln was a brilliant modernizer, and this
was yet another form of power orchestration.

This is what Lincoln is to me: a towering
genius who channeled power in strategic
ways that made America live up to its best
and highest potential.

But this is not the view of Lincoln that is
commonplace in our culture.

People view Lincoln in different ways

epending on different points of view:
whites who make a hobby of re-enacting
Civil War battles in the role of Confeder-
ate soldiers may very well view Lincoln very
differently from African-Americans. And
African-Americans will frequently differ in
their estimations of Lincoln, depending on
whether they rcgard him as a sincere oppo-
nent of slavery or an overblown fake whose
reputation unfairly eclipses the black abo-
litionists who constitute the “real” heroes.

Many Americans view Lincoln as our
greatest president, though the reasons for
this belief clash sharply with my own view
of him as a master of audacity. For a long
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time, the stereotype among Lincoln admir-
ers has been the traditional vision of him as
a saintly, forgiving, and moderate union-
ist who saved the republic as his first and
overall priority and used emancipation as
a tool to achieve that result, This notion is
easy to fathom since Lincoln said as much
(or appeared to say as much) in a famous
open letter to the editor that he wrote to
Horace Greeley in August 1862, "My par-
amount object in this struggle is to save the
Union,” he wrote, “and is me# either to save
or to destroy slavery [original emphasis].”
This impression was literally enshrined in
the verse composed by Royal Cortissoz for
inscription in the Lincoln Memorial:

In this temple

As in the bearts of the people

For whom be saved the Union
The memory of Abrabam Lincaln
Is enshrined forever.

Some Lincoln admirers who subscribe to
this traditional notion see nothing what-
soever in Lincoln that smacks of audacity.
To the contrary, Lincoln scholar and biog-
rapher David Donald wrote in the 19905
that Lincoln’s personality exuded an “essen-
tial passivity,” that he showed a consistent
“reluctance to take the initiative and make
bold plans.”

Hence the image of the simple rugged man
of the West, “honest Abe," whose plain-
spoken manner and homely visage exuded
the wisdom of a straightforward patriot
devoid of Machiavellian guile—a grear
patriot, whose patience and ultimate for-
giveness saved the nation and whose passive
and stoical endurance, though haunted by
an almost unimaginable degree of sadness
and grieving, led our country through its
greatest ordeal,

There are obvious elements of truth in this
stereotype. But its elements of falsehood flow
from a lamentable amount of mass igno-
rance in this country regarding the histori-
cal events that led to disunion and Lincoln's
charismatic role in shaping those events.
Anyone who studies the record of Lincoln's
rise in the 1850s encounters 2 man whose
deep rage against slavery, whose loathing
for the politicians who protected it, whose
sharp tongue and satirical wit were appar-
ent both in private correspondence and in
spell-binding speeches, makes a mockery of
the notion that Lincoln was a man of “pas-

sivity.” A formidable debater, a brilliant trial
lawyer, he was every inch a man who knew
how smart he was and had every intention
of pushing his innate gifts to their utmost
stretch.

As for the image of Lincoln the moder-
ate unionist, a quick dose of background
should suffice 1o show the facts of the time
as they were.

What many Americans are never taught
about these matters is that Lincoln in cer-

Lincaln Memorial

tain ways caused the breach in the Union.
The Republican Party's free-soil platform in
1860—their refusal to permit the creation
of any more slave states—spelled death for
slavery over time. Mo one could rell how
many decades the process might take, but
it was obvious enough that the addition of
more and more free states from the West
would make the slave-state bloc a minor-
ity in Congress someday. And this meant
that if anti-slavery legislation should be
introduced in such a Congress, the South
would be powerless to stop it. And when the
free-state majority had reached the level of
a three-quarters supermajority, 4 constitu-
tional amendment abolishing slavery could
be ratified. And this is exactly what hap-
pened in 1865, John C. Calhoun and other
slave state leaders had perceived the threat
decades earlier.

So when Lincoln was elected in 1860—and
Republicans gained control of both houses of
Congress—secessionists in South Carolina

took immediate action. The state’s secession
convention stated that the federal govern-
ment would soon be in the hands of a party
representing the *non-slaveholding states,”
a party whose leaders believed that "2 war
must be waged against Slavery until it shall
cease throughout the United States.” Con-
sequently, the southern master class had to
cur its losses and remove the institution of
slavery from the reach of United Stares law
and federal power.

The lame duck Congress took immediate
action to isolate South Carolina and pre-
vent secession from spreading. A compro-
mise, involving a package of constitutional
amendments, was introduced by Senator
John Crittenden of Kentucky. One of these
amendments would overturn the Republi-
cans' free soil platform and allow the insti-
tution of slavery to go on spreading.

Lincoln killed the Crittenden Compro-
mise and he did it in secret. In a series of
letters o Republicans marked “Private &
confidential,” Lincoln wrote, *have none of
it. The tug has to come & better now than
later.” To one Republican Lincoln issued the
following instruction: “hold firm, as with a
chain of steel”

Very few Americans know much if any-
thing about this. What they know is what
Lincoln wrote to Greeley in 1862: his para-
mount object was to save the union, he had
written, and since “honest Abe” was honest,
he must have meant exactly what he said.
Bur if Lincoln's paramount object was to save
the Union, why kill the Crittenden initia-
tive? The truth: Lincoln meant to save the
union his way, and since different methods
of saving the union existed—the Democrats’
pro-slavery method of saving the union, for
example, by secking accommodation with
the South—Lincoln skillfully manipulated
patriotic sentiment with half-truths and out-
right deceptions, like his letter to Greeley.

Yes, deceptions. For though Lincoln told
Greeley and his readers that his object was
to save the union regardless of the outcome
on slavery, a private memorandum that he
wrote in 1863 proves otherwise. By the time
that Lincoln wrote this meditation, he had
escalated the war with his emancipation pol-
icy — ostensibly to save the union faster.
But in a moment of worst-case contingency
planning, Lincoln toyed with the possibility
that the Confederates might simply surren-
der and then try to force re-admission to the
Union with the slavery system intact, *Sup-
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pose,” Lincoln wrote to himself, *those now
in rebellion should say: "We cease fighting:
re-establish the national authority amongst
us. .. we claiming to send members to both
branches of Congress, as of yore, and to hold
our slaves according to our State laws.” Lin-
coln's reaction to this particular scenario of
saving the Union through Confederate sur-
render was stunning: *1 shall dread, and 1
think we all should dread, 1o see “the dis-
turbing element’ so brought back into the
Government.”

How many Americans know anything at
all about that memorandum — and what

it means®

Still, there is something to be said for the
traditional view of Lincoln, and | am per-
fectly ready to confess it. Indeed, | proclaim
it. This man of imperious audacity possessed
some countervailing powers as a diplomat, as
a conciliator, as a unifier. How clse, among
other things, could he have possibly achieved
the political and ideological synthesis or
reconciliation of values that I chose ro call
“Lincoln’s Way?" How else could Theodore
Roosevelt and Herbert Croly have perceived
in Lincoln the power to achieve a sophisti-
cated centrist convergence?

Among Republicans today, the grear-
ness of Lincoln is reflexively invoked — ar
least some of the time — though the cur-
rent domination of the party by the radical
right would be nothing less than appalling
to Lincoln’s sensibilities. And it would cer-
tainly shock the tea partiers to learn about
the Hamiltonian side of Lincoln, the presi-
dent who pushed through Congress legis-
lation to authorize and pay for whatever he
believed would advance the pational inter-
est. This was the Lincoln who worked with
the Radical Republicans in 1865 to create
the Freedmen's Burcau, onc of the carliest
federal welfare agencies in American his-
tory and one that prefigured much of what
Franklin D. Roosevelt would support in the
1930s. And support for strong federal action
was nothing new for Lincoln, who after the
Panic of 1837 proposed projects in the Illi-
nois legislature to stimulate the state’s econ-
omy through spending that would help the
unemployed by creating new jobs.

As | ponder the condition of America today,
I see a nation profoundly at risk—a nation
sinking steadily as the threats to its long-
term security, prosperity, and political sanity
accumnulate. I also see a multitude of ways
in which the Lincoln legacy as I understand

it could turn this nation around, empower
it, revive its greatness, and brace it for the
turbulent future that awaits us.

| see a future in which the United States
loses its super-power status, a future in which
the forces of fragmentation, unreason, igno-
rance, malice, and primitive rage undo the
society that leaders like Lincoln created at
the cost of so much sacrifice and so much

struggle.

The article on Lincoln in the April issue
of National Geographic was written by a
colleague of mine at Washington College,
Adam Goodheart. It retraces the course of
the funeral train that bore the body of Lin-
coln from Washington to Springfield. The
theme, not surprisingly, is grief. “The nation
mourned Lincoln as it had never mourned
before,” Adam writes. And I know what
it means o mourn the death of Abraham
Lineoln. Every year at this time I reflect,
as Walt Whitman did so many years ago,
about the “powerful western fallen star” that
went dark for America when Booth's pistol
fired, and how the advent of “ever-returning
spring” makes us think about death as we

commemorate the loss not enly of Lincoln,
but also the hundreds of thousands of war-
dead whom he joined.

Yes, we think about death and grieving
and sacrifice. But Adam has some further
reflections that are doubtless quite common
right now in our country. He writes that
the deepest tragedy of all was that the Civil
War was “self-evidently unnecessary, a mat-
ter not of foreign invasion but of domestic
politics gone badly awry,” that Americans
understood that truth ar the time and they
understand it all too well today.

But perhaps it could be argued that the
war was made quite necessary by southern
belligerence, that American politics did not
go awry, that Confederate rebellion made
fighting unavoidable except at the cost of sur-
rendering the fight against slavery, and that
Lincoln was right—absolutely right—to hold
firm as with a chain of steel. The slavehold-
ing power clite controlled the southern states
like police states. In most of these states any
public opposition to slavery had been made
a criminal offense, and in some a capiral
offense. The name of Lincoln was kept off
the ballot in most of the slave states when
southern whites went to vote in the election
of 1860, While many Confederate soldiers
simply fought out of loyalty to their stares,
those states would never have fallen under

the control of secessionists in the first place
except for the tyranny of wealthy southern
whites who subscribed to a master race the-
ory and suppressed the free speech of anyone
who dared to disagree.

Was Lincoln wrong to stand up to these
people—wrong to take a stand in his Coo-
per Union Address that prefigured the poli-
tics of leaders like Winston Churchill in the
twentieth century?

Lincoln forced this issue with courage and
brilliance and daring: he made Americans
summon all the power that was needed to
correct the nation’s deepest flaw. And then
America emerged from the struggle with
potential that would grow under leaders like
the Roosevelrs. At last, when America faced
the threat of Hitler in 1940, Franklin Roos-
evelt pointedly seized upon the Lincolnesque
vision of a house divided when he spoke
abour a world thar was divided into force-
realms of slavery and freedom. And America,
he said, would have to tip the moral balance
by rising to the heights of global power in
confronting “unfreedom.” And the power
created by a super-mobilized America dur-
ing the Second World War would have done
Lincoln proud if he had seen ir.

When 1 think about Abraham Lincoln tri-
umphant, what I mourn most of all is that
Americans in general have little or no under-
standing of what this man could really teach
us these days, and how his legacy has fallen
by the wayside.

When I finished writing my books Father
Abraham and Linceln's Way, 1 concluded
that my work on Abraham Lincoln was fin-
ished, that everything I had to say about the
man had been said.

Maybe not.

I'm starting to think abour another book
on Lincoln, perhaps a biography, a book 1o
show Americans the Lincoln whom | think 1
understand. Lincoln, the Uncompleted Life
of a Genius is the title | believe | like best. #
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An interview with Daniel R.Weinberg
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One of these signatures is Abraham Lincoln's and one was written by Robert Todd Lincoln’s son, Abraham (Jack) Lincoln, Can you tell which is the

authentic signarure?

Sara Gabbard: | once heard you
givea fasci nating program on
vour efforts to verify Abraham
Lincoln’s handwriting. Please tell
our readers about these efforts.

Daniel Weinberg: Every day 1 face the
challenge of someone coming to me with
a Lincaoln letter, note, document, or manu-
script, I need to decide right then whether it
is authentic and it I should put hard earned
cash into it — and how much!

| see forgeries more often than I'd like to.
Over my 44 vears, ['ve collected quite a few—
getting them off the market and, eventually,
placing them in an institution for research.

Just recently I discovered that Lincoln's
secretary, John Hay, also forged Lincoln's
signature. During the last few months of
the War, Hay had acted like a secretary,
writing out notes for Lincoln and signing
fior him. This is justifiable, since secretaries
do that all the time. [Although he should
have designated the Lincoln signature he
produced with the addendum of “(5gd)” to
signify that the signature is not Lincoln's
but by a secretary.] But! Forging a Lincoln
signature on a carte-de-visite photograph a
mere two weeks after Lincoln’s martyrdom
is astounding o me.

People (even colleagues) place too much
{:mph:ﬁis on the “three-tier” signature that
is predominant with Lincoln. I've discov-
ered that we need to give him more leeway
in his signature. There are many times, for
instance, that his 1840s signature creepsinto
the 1860s. And I've identified five different

capital “A’s™ that he used.

5G: 1 believe that Robert Todd

Lincoln's son was quite successful
ar forgin.g his grandfather’s
signature. Please comment.

DW: Abraham “Jack” Lincoln did actually
forge his grandfather's signature, mainly
tor gullible tourists. His own signature did
slightly resemble the President’s, though. We
usually see this in books that he owned, par-
ticularly in the many examples at Hildene,
his father Robert Lincoln’s home,

SG: Your book on the trial of the
Lincoln conspirators is a standard
on the topic. Why did you decide
to write on this particular topic?

DW: First, because of the opportunity, and
second because my co-author, James Swan-
son, was already a triend who collecred in
that area.

The opportunity came in two ways. | had
the fortune nfsup-.{ rately obtaining both the
original order to carry out the execution of
the conspirators and a collection of all the
photo images of the hanging, So I began
collecting around them.

James and [ wanted to write 2 book that told
the story of the trial and execution through
historical artifacts. The late Arena Books,
a photography-based publisher, produced
a beautiful book that does just that. Pub-
lisher William Morrow has since produced
a reprint, both in cloth and in paper.

SG: | have always been fascinated

by the fact that Mary Surratt was
executed for her role in the conspiracy,
but her son John was allowed his
freedom because of a hung jury. In
your opinion, was this difference in
judicial outcome simply a result of the
fact that Mary was tried by a military
tribunal and John by a civilian court...
or was the evidence connecting him

to the crime less compelling?

DW: Well, Mary was executed because, as

the newly minted President Andrew Johnson

said, “She kept the nest within which the
rotten egg was hatched.” She knew some-
thing was going to happen but did not go
directly to the police. Under the law of
“vicarious liability,” she was guilty. Perhaps a
civilian court would have been maore lenient
for a woman, but I believe there was enough
there for a finding of guilt in any courr.

John, who really was in it for the kidnap-
ping and was out of the city at the time of
the murder and probably did not know of i,
was finally caprured and tried. But by then
the emotion of the eardier days was drained;
not finding direct links, a hung jury let him
go...to the lecture circuit, though it lasted
only a short time before he was *booed” off
the stage.

S5G: Do you have plans to
publish new book(s) on Lincoln
and/or the Civil War?

DW: Not at present. I'm putting my time
into our Virtual Book Signing™ venture
instead.

SG: What is the current “market”
for Lincoln-related decuments and
books? Does interest in specific
areas vary from time-to-time? Is it
possible to predict these trends?

DW: The market is still strong, though not
everyone can now scratch rhar collecring
itch. People still read books, and Lincoln
and the Civil War era remain of interest to
a wide public.

"There has been some change in our cul-
ture, tl':thllg]‘.l. All of us in the world of busi-
ness wonder if modern technology and all
the forms of entertainment now available
and the proliferating social nerworking sites
will take away future readers and ecollectors.

Even though many schools are no longer
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teaching cursive writing, still many wish to
own and collect signatures of the famous
— U. S. President, Civil War generals, and
the like.

I've found that it is impossible to “predict
trends.” One might guess correctly, but it
was based on speculation. Areas of interest
to the public do vary a bit,
sometimes leaving an impact,
sometimes not. Certainly,
when the original TV ver-
sion of Roots was broadease,
the impact was seismic --
genealogically. Many people
began to search for their own
roots, and many found the
Civil War and their grandfa-
thers and great-grandfathers,
They began coming in look-
ing for regimental histories
of their ancestors; when they
found them, they then found
the battles behind them., Civil
Wiar reading exploded! The
collecting of historical arti-
facts followed.

But few mini-series or
documentaries, timed for
their specific anniversaries,
impacted the same way.
Indeed, many had none at
all. The just lapsed Sesqui-
centennial of the Civil War
was one of these.

S5G: I am aware of your
“virtual book signing”
programs, but I'm not
sure that I fully grasp the
subject. Please explain
your programs, with
examples of past and
future participants.

DW:1 found that fewer people could make
the trek to the shop for our author events
and signings. So, [ decided 1o go to them!
We invented Virtual Book Signing, mean-
ing the viewers are virtually with us in the
shop. We expect the publishers to send their
latest authors to the shop, where we produce
an hour-long interview over the internet. The
authors sign or inscribe their latest book and
we send them out— all over the country and
even the world (we have viewers and buyers
in Germany, Australia, England, and else-
where — even New Jersey).

Since we are essentially an antiquarian
shop, we have the ability to show histori-

cal artifacts relevant to the book's subject;
our viewers seem to enjoy these especially,
We are a 19th century shop comfortable in
the 21st century.

While we are live, anyone can email in a
question and we will look into the camera
and answer. We then archive each of our

Abrabam (Jack) Lincaln, 1873-18%90

programs for viewing at any time,

Of course we need to keep our doors open,
so we rely on our reading public to purchase
these first edition signed books, for them-
selves and as gifts. This is intellectual rerail,
as I call it. We have an expertise here ar the
shop of both our subject marter and the book
industry itself. We enjoy the responsibility
of choosing the titles that represent the best
being published today; works that will last
into the future and stay relevant for the next
generation to absorb.

We have broadeast these for almost ten
years now and have had a wide range of
authors come through, including a number

of Pulitzer Prize and Lincoln Prize winners.
Past authors inclode: Doris Kearns Good-
win (2 times): FCC chair Tom 1lr"l."']‘n_'|_'||:1“,Jl_'t1-
frey Shaara; Harold Holzer (5 times); James
MecPherson (3 times); Ron Chernow; Tony
Kusher; Cokie Roberts; Edmund Morris;
George McGovern; and many others whose
names would be familiar to your
readers.

We have widened our subject area
a bit with authors such as Walter
Isaacson, David Axelrod, Gen-
eral Wesley Clark, Newton Min-
now, and athers. [1'd have Danielle
Steele in, if 1 could sell books!]

SG: Now that the
“sesquicentennial year” of

2015 is coming to a close,
should Lincoln-and-Civil-
War- related research and study
head in new directions or stay-
the-course? Ora bit of both?

DW: I think we should “stay the
course” as we always have, but
heading in *new directions.” Aca-
demics and ralented amateur his-
torians have ablways found new and
vital information to write about.

During the Sesqui years, many
terrific books have been pub-
lished, pushing the boundaries of
our knowledge and understanding.
And they are ::—t‘h]gh writing qual-
ity as well, propelling the reader
on to the next chapter. This is why
Virtual Book Signing has been suc-
cessful; the authors are excellent
writers and interview subjects and
people respond to that,

Readers may contact Dan-

iel Weinberg and his staff at the

Abraham Lincoln Book Shop, Inc., 357 W.

Chicago Ave, Chicago, IL 60654 or at lincol-

niané®aol.com or by phone (312) 944-3085.

Visit www.ALincolnBookShop.com and
www.Virtual BookSigning.net as well. #

ABOUT

Daniel Weinberg

Daniel Weinberg serves on the Board

of Trustees and the Executive Board of
Lincaln College, Lincoln, llincis, and the
chair of the Heritage Committee, which
oversees the Lincoln Heritage Museum at
Lincoln College. He is also a director for
the Lincoln Forum and on the Board of
the Abraham Lincoln Association.
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Through the Lens of History

The Legacy of Abraham Lincoln

by John F. Marszalek

Every human being, by the very fact of his
or her existence, leaves something behind
for those who follow him/her. This l‘:l;:qucﬂ'
might be good, or it might be bad. The
]_'-ﬂ‘.-:iq:(‘l.:*ﬂiur r]'llghl I'IH..-"[," b'l:ﬂ:ll f-H.h O i‘:lunr.
famous, infamous, or common, influential
or uuimiN rtant, lung remembered or quid:]r.]}'
forgotten.

An individual might have achieved good
things, or he or she might have been an agent
for evil. Certainly Mother Theresa left a leg-
acy, bur so did Adoelf Hitler. When he died,
Ulysses 5. Grant was a hero, but then he
sank to mediocrity in the public mind and
is now rising to impertance again. George
Washington died in fame and has never lost
that luster. Thus, a legacy might be good or
bad, permanent or mobile,

It is left to historians and to the general
public to decide on the worth of a legacy.
Sometimes members of the general public
ignore what historians find and continue to
believe in the worth of a deceased individual
long after the historical profession has ren-
dered a different judgment. For example, his-
torians no longer hold Robert E. Lee as the
unguestioned supreme general of the Civil
War, but the public continues to view him
as the leading military man of that conflict.

The legacy of presidents of the United States
has often been a particular focus of those
determining legacy. Historians and the pub-
lic are mesmerized with polls ranking pres-
idential importance. In determining such

rankings, the polls evaluate the difficulties
during a president’s time, his response to
-:_‘]"n:t”t.'.ngf.::t, the representation of national
symbaolism in the individual, and the impact
of an individual on the future. The hig!‘:u't
the evaluation in these categories, the greater
the president was, so the reasoning goes.

The most significant legacy coming from
the American nation's past is that of Abra-
ham Lincoln. Some individuals, still influ-
enced by the “Lost Cause” version of the
Civil War, medern liberrarian views, or by
ideas of Lincoln's alleged racism, hold him
in low esteem. Others put him on a pedes-
tal. Famous historian Roy P. Basler once
phrased this situation well: *Lincoln the
hero and the prophet is debased into a petty
talisman, the cure-all for modern social and
political ills.” Abraham Lincoln’s legacy is
thus both a positive one and a negative one.

As a result, Lincoln is a never-ending source
of interest. The number of books and pam-
phlets written about him is astronomical,
over 16,000, second only to Jesus Christ,
Juvenile books are particularly numerous
because Lincoln is readily seen as a fit inspi-
ration for young people. Lincoln’s time on
the harsh American frontier, his almost des-
perate desire to gain knowledge, and his love
for his foster mother each present a variety
of opportunities to draw lessons for young
people. At the same time, adults can also
learn from his early days. Lincoln was not
the perfect child, and his father was hardly
the perfect parent, but in growing up, Lin-

coln learned lessons that would affect him
in later life. He is an enigma, an inscruta-
ble individual. Significantly, the fact that
authors are never able to confidently explain
the young boy or the mature man's essence,
only makes Lincoln that much more a sub-
ject nf'l:urinsiry, interest, and inspiration.

E':'l"l.:r_'f .laiTI'tL:fi{"ﬂﬂ ' | r]{i i'lnﬁth‘ l]F[]Tt1Er nat iE'H:'I'
alities have heard and believe a variety of
stories about Lincoln. There is the tale of
Lincoln, then a store clerk, mistakenly short-
changing a customer, and then walking a
long distance to make up the tiny monetary
difference. O, there is the account of Lin-
coln taking on Jack Armstrong, the stron-
gest man in his village, in a no-holds-barred
wrestling match and prevailing in the tussle,
or at least holding his own. When his town’s
militia unit volunteered to fight in the Black
Hawk War, Lincoln, with no military expe-
rience but lJJ’J‘.‘iU'I..I.!i]}-' ]u:l]ding a great deal
of influenice in his village, was elected the
c-.‘.nmpan"..r':. E:ti‘:ll;l.hl, In fact, Lincoln did not
even know how to drill his unit properly. He
marched his men to an QpenIng in a fence
omly to forget the command to get the com-
pany through it. No problem, the story goes:
he simply dismissed the unit and told it to
re-form on the other side of the obstruction.

When Lincoln returned to his village and
ran for a regional political office, he gained
almost all the available votes in his com-
munity, even though he lost the overall
count. He later was elected to the Ilinois
state House of Representatives and forth-
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rightly demonstrated his political principles.
A staunch Whig, Lincoln opposed Demo-
crat James K. Polk for taking the nation into
the Mexican-American War. He even intro-
duced a resolution calling on the adminis-
tration to show the exact spot where the
Mexicans had spilled American blood. He
introduced what came to be called the “Spot
Resolution,” that this skirmish had ocourred
not on American soil but in disputed terri-
tory. Yet, courageous or not, this resolution
resulted in Lincoln being accused of refusing
to support American troops in combat, and
his later defeat in electoral campaigns was
greatly influenced by his opponents calling
him “spotty Lincoln.”

Lincoln's career as a circuit-riding lawyer
has also provided fodder for his later repu-
tation. He is always pictured as an attorney
for the down-trodden, never the smartest
lawyer in court, but always winning through
his superior common sense. Once, the story
is told that a witness identified Lincoln’s cli-
ent as a murderer. The man seemed on his
way to the gallows, but Lincoln pulled out
an almanac to show that the night when the
murder had taken place had been a moonless
night and the witness could not have been
able to identify the culprit.

All sarts of other tales enliven the Lincoln
attorney legacy, and these provide examples
of his ability to charm the other circuit-trav-
eling lawyers and judges. Lincoln told jokes
and stories, and his fellow circuit riders loved
it. He enjoyed riding the circuit, and others
enjoyed riding it with him. Tales of his six
foot four inch frame spilling over a frontier
inn bed only add to the humor, although
his sharing of one of these beds with sev-
eral other attorneys or complete strangers,
as was common in those frontier days, has
been used recently as alleged proof of his
gayness. Similarly, his close friendship with
Joshua Speed has also recently been cited
as an example of an obviously gay relation-
ship. Whether this will become a part of an
untrue Lincoln legend remains to be seen,
but it does demonstrate how all segments of
society reach out to Lincoln’s memory as a
legacy to fit their modern needs.

Another controversial issue that remains
a part of his legacy is the young Lincoln’s
alleged love affair with Ann Rutledge. Some
historians find this romance to be unprov-
able, while others insist that it happened,
his former law partner William Hermndon
recording remembrances of some of Lin-
coln's old friends recalling Lincoln's love

for Rutledge. 'The story goes that Ann was
a beautiful young woman with whom the
young Lincoln fell madly in love. Tragi-
cally she died mysteriously from typheid.
Lincoln, it scems, went into a deep depres-
sion over her death, having to battle it for
the rest of his life.

Adding to the Ann Rutledge story is Lin-
coln’s uncertainty about his later marriage.
Mary Todd was the daughter of a wealthy
family from Lexington, Kentucky. She
frequently visited her sister, who lived in
Springhield, Iinois, During these visits to
Springfield, Mary had been linked roman-
tically with the famous Illinois politician,
Stephen A. Douglas, and other eligible men
of her day. She chose Lineoln only to have
him leave her standing at the altar. No one
has ever been able to discover the reason
for Lincoln’s non-appearance, although his
depression over losing Ann Rutledge, and,
more recently, his possible gayness, are given
as definitive reasons. In fact, Lincoln even-
tually married Mary, and, recognizing that
her family considered him to be a plebian,
playfully joked about her lineage. ® One d
was enough for God's name, but not for the
Todds."

The marriage of Abraham Lincoln and
Mary Todd has been the source of a variety
of rumors, then and now. The legend holds
that Mary was a shrew who made Lincoln'’s
life miserable. Conversely, historians argue
that Lincoln was no model husband, and
his constant travel on the circuit left Mary
alone with the task of raising their sons.
Mary also did not get along, at all, with one
of Lincoln's law partners, William Herndon,
and most of the well-known anti-wife sto-
ries come from him. When Mary suffered
the death of several sons, over-spent her
White House accounts, and later when her
son Robert placed her into a mental institu-
tion, her reputation plummeted, Most peo-
ple believe that Lincoln suffered severely
from his marriage, but the legend and the
fact do not march. Lincoln loved Mary. He
was willing to accept her for what she was,
and he was loyal to her. Their marriage was
not an easy one, bur there was love between
those two complex personalities. Their joint
legacy is one of a difficult love between two
difficult people.

In the period of the 1850s, when Lincoln
was most involved in politics and becoming
well-known, the stories about him prolifer-
ated even more, The most famous, of course,
revolved around the legendary Lincoln-

Douglas debates, The tall thin high-voiced
Lincoln, debating the short, rotund, deep
bass-throated Douglas, in open air venues,
with huge crowds in attendance, hasbeen a
natural for interest around the nation, then
and now, The politically experienced Doug-
las and the scemingly inexperienced Lincoln
traded barbs and philosophical differencesin
long multi-hour speeches. The rowdy crowds,
listening to every word and joining in to
harass the speakers whenever they wished
to, made for the greatest nincteenth century
entertainment possible, The story has long
been told that Lincoln demolished Doug-
las in these debates, such as when he backed
the “Little Giant™ into a corner at Freeport,
Illinois, and allegedly forced him to contra-
dict his popular sovereignty argument. The
fact that Lincoln lost the election is rarely
remembered, so the image of Lincoln, the
supreme debater, remains dominant. Victory
of the underdog over the polirical favorite
appeals to a public which believes in democ-
racy but sees the favored candidate always
rising to the top.

It was during his presidency that Abraham
Lincoln gained his greatest contemporary
and later enduring fame. Bur his experience
was hardly positive. Historians know, but
many people in the public do not realize,
that Lincoln was onc of the most disliked
and artacked chief executives in American
history. His very entrance into Washington
to be inaugurated into the presidency was
fraught with disdain. Rumors spread that
there was a plot to waylay him, and either
capture or kill him. As a result, he had to
change into a disguise and be whisked into
the capital rather than make a grand entry
before adoring crowds. Laughter, rather than
adulation, greeted the new president when it
was discovered that he was safe in the city.

Even excluding his undignified entry into
Washington, Lincoln was an unpopular
president. He received only 39% of the popu-
lar vote and was not even on the ballot in the
southern states. He won because he carried
most of the northern states and thus gained
the highest number of electoral votes of any
of the four candidates for office in 1860,

During his run for the presidency, he was
regularly tarred with the accusation of aboli-
tionism, his election signaling a threat to the
slave system of the Old South. He repear-
edly insisted that he could not and would not
touch slavery where it already existed because
the Constitution guaranteed its existence.
However, he admitted forthrightly that he
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stood for no further expansion of slavery into
the new territories, and on this he was ada-
mant. Most of the public did not make that
distinction, and Lincoln entered the White
House under harsh criticism.

In his first inaugural address, which was a
form of legal brief, Lincoln promised that
he would not touch slavery, and he even sup-
ported a proposed thirteenth amendment to
guarantee the future existence of the insti-
tution. Yet this same Abraham Lincoln, just
a year and a half later, issued the Emanci-
pation Proclamarion which gave freedom
to the slaves on January 1, 1863 in areas
still in rebellion against the United States.
By the time he was running for reelection
in 1864, moreover, he demanded that the
Republicans put into their National Union
Party platform a plank calling for a thir-
teenth amendment not to preserve slavery
but to outlaw it throughout the nation. In
his second inaugural address he rendered
a judgment on the sin that had caused the
awful war.

Yer Lincoln insisted that he was not con-
ducting the war 1o end slavery, bur rather
to save the Union. Even though he had a
draft of the Emancipation Proclamation
in his desk drawer, he told newspaperman
Horace Greeley that preserving the Union
was indeed his major aim, and he would try
to do it if this meant eliminating slavery or
maintaining it. Yet he knew that the only
way to preserve the Union was to end slav-
ery and include the freed black men into
the nation’s army. So, in the Emancipation
Proclamation, he freed slaves in places still
in rebellion against the Union and added
some 200,000 African-Americans into the
“United States Colored Troops.” Thus, he
preserved the Union, and he ended slavery
in a way that demonstrated that the two
causes were intertwined. In the process, he
opencd himself to criticism then and later
for not moving quickly enough and, con-
versely, for moving too quickly.

Lincoln recognized how racist American
society was. He knew that the Constitution
protected slavery where it already existed. At
the same time, he believed that there was
nothing in the Constitution that prevented
him and his Republican party from work-
ing to keep slavery from expanding into the
territories. He knew, in his heart, that if he
tried to wage the Civil War on the platform
of ridding the nation of slavery, he would
not be successful. He had to base the war
on preservation of the Union and came to

argue for the elimination of slavery as a way
to win the Union-preserving war. This took
time, yet he moved along, and both aims

were achieved.

Here the two most significant legacies that
Lincoln left for the nation can be clearly
seen. He gave to the future a united and
free country, one which was built on unity
and equality, as he expressed it in the Get-
tvsburg Address, Lincoln entered the Whire
House with the United States splitting apart
into slave-owning and free sections. He left
behind a nation unified for the future, with
secession a diseredited phenomenon never
again to be seriously considered. This nation
was now based on the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, with the Constitution amended
to eliminate any legal justification for the
enslavement of people.

Lincoln became president believing in the
supremacy of the Constitution, and that was
why he respected the protection of slavery
contained in it. Yet he saw the Constitution
as a flexible document which gave him, as
president during a time of war, powers which
he did not possess otherwise. His Whig phi-
losophy of a limited presidency included
within it expanded powers when the nation
was at war. In this way, he believed that he
had the constitutional right, nay the respon-
sibility, to be an activist president. He wasin
fact the most activist president in American
history to that point, and one who set exam-
ples for his twentieth century successors. He
believed that, in times of national crisis like
the Civil War, the president had powers that
the other two branches did not have.

Lincoln implemented a varicty of mea-
sures which demonstrared his insistence on
being a strong war-time president. He read
the Constitution to mean thar he alone had
the right to suspend the writ of habeas cor-
pus, despite the fact that the Constitution
expressed that power in the section outlin-
ing Congress’s powers. It was the war-time
crisis, he believed, that gave him the power
to act, to interpret the Constitution as he
did. Similarly, when he took office for the
first time in March 1861, with Congress
not set to be in session until December of
that year, he took unilateral action to pro-
ceed with the war effort. Then, he called a
special session of Congress for July 1861
—not to propose legislation—but because
he wanted the legislature to act on what he
had already done. They did. They accepted
his suspension of the writ, his calling out of
troops, and so many other war-time actions.

He even established a blockade, though such
an action violated his own position that the
Civil War, then raging, was an insurrection
not a war between two sovereign nations. A
blockade could not be declared against an
insurgent, but Lincoln did it and Congress
approved. He thus clearly demonstrated to
the nation when he was president and after-
wards that one of his legacies was a strong
chief executive.

Lincoln also had to deal with a variety of
opponents who bluntly disagreed with him
and his policies. He showed the nation that,
no matter what anyone gaid abour him, he
would not demonize the individual in return,
Even though Edwin Stanton treated him
with obvious disdain during a court case in
the 1850z, Lincoln still did not hesitate to
appoint Stanton to be his Secretary of War
because he believed he would thus be aid-
ing the Union cause.

Linceln’s general-in-chief George B.
MecClellan displayed complete disrespect
for him, but Lincoln patiently accepted that,
ton. One famous incident saw the general
leave the president sitting and waiting at
the general’s home late one evening, while
MecClellan went to bed without any expla-
nation. Lincoln calmed his irate aides and
told them that he would hold the reins of
MecClellan’s horse, if the general would only
win battles for the nation. When his own
Secretary of the Treasury, Salmon P. Chase,
worked behind his back to try to take over
the presidency, Lincoln displayed extreme
patience and even appointed Chase the Chief
Justice of the United States. At the end of
the war, with the Confederacy on its last
legs and many northerners calling for pun-
ishment of the defeated southerners, Lin-
coln called for “malice toward none; with
charity for all.” He left behind for anyone
who cared o notice in the future, thar the
answer to conflict was not more conflict but
patience and a desire to achieve one's ends—
the salvation of the Union—rather than the
punishment of opponents. Those in opposi-
tion, even in a Civil War, he said, were not
evil; they were simply mistaken. The nation
needed judgment and sentencing but could
more easily be turned to the truth through
“charity” not *malice.”

Lincoln's time as president also provided
later historians with a standard by which
to judge other presidents. Beginning with
Arthur Schlesinger Srs poll in the 1940s,
historians frequently evaluate the nation’s
chief executives and three presidents reg-
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ularly appear at the top. These individu-
als are (;-:c:-r};\l_' \‘ir'_h.]litlghm. Franklin [,
Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln, with the
latter usually first. Historians rank Lincoln
this hi!_;]d_v, not because he never made any
mistakes, but because his presidency was
so transformational. The nation that went
into the Civil War in 1861 was not the same
nation that emerged from it in 1865, and it
was Lincoln's ul‘li]if}' and his 1.'-'i||i!|g:u:5-' £
act decisively which influenced this monu-
mental change. Lincoln's talents were influ-
ential, but so was his determination to use
these abilities appropriately. This approach
was instrumental in the way the war affected
the nation, then and far into the furure.

Lincoln came to represent human great-
ness at the time of the nation's greatest cri-
sis, and it was this fact which demonstrated
his long-term importance. During the Civil
War, he embodied the nation’s iri:t_;hu;ct ide
als and values, and thisis the way later gen-
erations have continued to view him. It is
no accident that the Lincoln Memorial in
‘lr"r’-.l.c-h'm;?un, D.C. has become not merely
an awe-inspiring example of art, but it has
also become the nation’s cathedral. It is here
that the nation comes to pray; :ﬂtfnu,llf_;h that

word is never used.

When the Daughters of the American Rev-
olution refused to allow Marian Anderson,
a leading opera singer who was black, to use
Constitution Hall, the concert was held in
front of the sitting Lincoln, his visage seen
through the columns—approving whart he
wias 1.'1::u'i1|.g. During the Civil Rig]]ts Move-
ment of the 1960s, African American lead-
L= - L":l]:l(!‘.lL'll'.'l:li = ||'|'.‘|.rL'E'| 0 \I-\r'l:!:ihillg‘“:l]! (LK)
shout out for equality. Surely they could have
held this event in front of any number of
(414 h‘:r MONUMents, I':l.:r .lh‘l:_'." L'hl".‘jf,: r!l.l;,.' I.i:l =
coln Memorial.

Martin Luther King, Jr's ringing words
about equality during the match on Wash-
ington found the best audience possible in
the granite ears of Lincoln, the president
whio had been the first to insist on such
change. When, soon after, President John
F. K::]ll]t:l.l.:l.' was assassinated, Bill Mauldin,
a leading cartoonist of World War 11 and
later decades, l_"Xi'?rt'*%.‘-L':.;l the nation's g:’iuf-h}'
showing the sitting Abraham Lincoln, in the
Lincoln Memorial, hunched over with his
head in his hands. Who but Linceln could
express the nation’s pain and disbelief so
F1|Ii.5:1‘=.1r|'.|_1.':“ Lincoln (and his monument)

remain a source of inspiration.

Lincoln’s ]1:1_1:1-’.‘:.' has not been :'-'lmp]} action
and symbuolism, but it has also included his
ability with the written word. He showed
]'Ii"- L ||!1|','TT'I]:ILH.'JTE|'."'i .|.'||.I.| ||1|,l',"'|' g{"lﬁ('f.i:il:l]'l‘r rhl.'
vast capacity of the English language. In no
other piece can one imagine so few words
saying so much as his Gertysburg Address.
Using only 272 words, he talked abour “a
new birth of freedom”™ and that ":._{{'-'.'L'r11.1:1{:|:1
of the people, by the people, for the people
shall not perish from the earth.” His first
inaugural address which included the phrase
“the mystic chords of memory stretching
from every battleheld and patrior grave” and
his second inaugural with the classic words:
“With malice toward none; with charity for

all™ are masterpieces of prose.

Letters to his generals also show examples
of his F'!-H\'I.':.'ft.l.]] talent with words. He twold
newly appointed General Joseph Hooker that
“What I now ask of you is military success
and I will risk the diu.'l!.il:nrhhi.]'-“ that Hooker
had said the nation needed. Lincoln warned
the g;.'m:r::l of his weaknesses, but he did so
in a way that Hooker said made him feel as
though Lincoln was a father talking to him,
his child. Whao better described the Virginia
campaign between Lee and Grant than Lin-
coln when he told Grant to “hold on with a




bulldog grip and chew and choke as much
as possible™? In an age of Twirter, Lincoln
remains a beacon of prose, demonstrating
over and over again the beauty and the clar-
ity of good language

Despite such amazing skill with the words
and his love for great literature like Shake-
speare’s writings, the Old Testament, and
Pilgrim's Progress, Lincoln also had the abil-
ity to use more common sources to make his
point. Often when he was grappling with a
problem and someone demanded to know
just how he was going to handle it, he would
seemingly digress and say: *That reminds me
of a story.” In fact, though, he was releasing
tension and giving himself time to think, to
be able to respond most wisely to a conun-
drum. He would often open a cabinet meet-
ing with a story from his favorite humorist
Artermus Ward, sometimes confusing his
cabinet members as to his point, but more
often than not getting them to laugh (Sec-
retary of War Stanton rarely even smiled)
and taking the edge off their joint concerns.
Lincoln understood the value of humorasa
way to banish moroseness. He helped him-
self deal with his depression by leoking o
humaor. He laughed so he would not have
to cry, 4 lesson that not all those who have
followed him have understood.

Lincoln studied the intricacies of every-
thing he undertook so that his major deci-
sions resulted from klmwing the small
details. He considered every situation care-
fully and was thus able to continue to grow
in knowledge and ability and and to man-
age change effectively. He did not rush to
judgment, but when he made up his mind
he acted accordingly. He did not enter the
White House knowing the answers to every-
thing, but he was determined to learn so he
could act accurarely.

something that modern Americans rarely
remember about Lincoln, and thus do not
often see as one of his legacies, is the fact
that he was a master politician. That word
is frequently denigrated in the modern age;
the worst thing that anyone can say abour 2
maodern officcholder is to call him or her a
politician. Yet, it was because Lincoln was
such a master of the political art that he
was able to achieve the many triumphs that
he did. Lincoln was always carcful not to
jump ahead of public opinion. He brought
the nation along slowly but inexorably, to 2
particular position and, then and only then,
would he attempt to implement thar pesition.

While he was dealing with the nation-
threatening Civil War, Lincoln also influ-
enced the United States in other ways, It
was during his presidency, in May 1862,
for example, that the Department of Agri-
culture came into Iu:iﬂg. Less than a week
later in May, the Homestead Act was passed,
and it quickly came to symbolize opportu-
nity for both native-born Americans and
immigrants. Even though it was not liter-
ally true, anyone, it seemed, could become
a land owner. And to make sure thar neo-
phyte farmers would become as efficient as
possible, he signed the Land Grant Law.
Land was given to states to establish colleges
which taught engineering and agriculture.
Lincoln, who was mesmerized by mechan-
ics and even obtained a patent for lifting
a boar off a sand-
bar, believed in
science for every-
onec. For example,
it was during his
administration
that the trans-
continental rail-
road began in
earnest. While
he was fighting
1 WAr 1o preserve
the Union and
free the slaves, he
also transformed
agriculture, and
along with the
transcontinental
railroad, opened
the Weset 1o the
post-war agricul-
tural boom. The
man credited with
emancipating the
slaves and keeping the nation united as one
also moved the nation toward scientific
improvement and progress.

Lincoln left to future generations the exam-
ple of the importance of being a visionary.
He was a flexible individual, able to change
dircctions when necessary, bur he was also
someone who kept before him a vision of
what he wanted 1o accomplish. He had w
preserve the Union, and he wanted to free
the slaves, but how to do both was not evi-
dent. So, he tried a variety of approaches for
solving both issucs. His pragmatism with
vision meant that he might have to com-
promise; he might have to move slowly, but
that was not as important as getting it done
— winning the war and emancipating the

Grans from Wewr Point to Appematiox
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slaves.

In the end, Abraham Lincoln left a rich
legacy to the American people, achieve-
ments that he au;\'umplil.hi::{ du ring his life
which continue to be influential long after
his death. The Great Law of the Iroquois
Confederacy says it well: any individual must
*look and listen for the welfare of the whole
people and have always in view not only the
present but also the coming generations.”
Lincoln did that, and the American people
have been the beneficiaries.

Lincoln thus continues to influence gen-
eration after generation because he is a
symbol of so many things that Americans
consider important. Particularly impressive
is something that on the surface does not
seem that important.
He spent hours sir-
ting in his presidential
office listening to the
common citizen, usu-
ally an office-secker
asking for something.
He did not always pro-
vide the person with
what he requested, but
he tried o be fair o
everyone and to gain
the pulse of the nation.
As he listened to com-
mon men who came
o se¢ him, he looked
like one of them and
exuded an obvious
sympathy. His hair was
frequently uncombed,
and his clothes rarcly
fit him properly. His
roughhewn face was
the result of vigor-
ous outdoor labor. He could relate 1o those
who came to see him because he was one of
them. And that remains his greatest legacy.
He was a man who came from the lowest
background ro become the best president in
American history, #
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Teaching Lincoln and the Civil War

Part Two (Part One by Fort Wayne Towles Middle School Teacher Sally Benjamin Butler appeared in the Spring
2015 issue of Lincoln Lore. Students were assigned to write original "letters home" prior to the Battle of
Gettysburg or to prepare letters to soldiers from their families at home, using spelling and terminology of the era.)

Batele of Gettysburg, Kurz i Ailison, 1884

NARRATIVE FROM TOM
TAYLOR TO HIS WIFE

by Leslic Alter
July 10, 1863
My Sweet Love,

How are things back home in Florida? The
children? Hope everything's hunkey dorey.
Oh how 1 miss all of you! I know how dearly
."l'ﬂi 'l-\rﬂl'l.l'lf,.'[] me (4] "1‘[.::.' h‘]]‘l'll.,:' hll! I ne L"l] o
be here and fight for what's right. Hopefully
the war will end soon. When 1 first came
here, I didn't think I would be here as long
as I have been. I'm trying to write to you
more. 1 really miss everyone. I have been
so lucky to find as many possums as 1 have
here. No one compares to you and everyone
else back home...

.. Sadly, I heard that your brother, Charles,
has a very bad case of the quickstep and his
lr:l-_; wis .'].:I'I'I.E'H:It}-![{:l:i aftera '.'L'_r_v ug]}' wnum;l.
They can't do anything more for him. Hope-
Full}' he can be sent home to you to enjoy
what life he has left with you and the rest of
his family. Many people are dying this awful
way. [ wish there was a way | could make
them die without feeling so embarrassed.

With all the training they make me go

through, I'm fit as a fiddle. 1 have to repeat
the same training a dozen times every day. |
will say this does help make the process eas-
icr when I'm on the battlefield. I reload and
aim my pepperbox without even thinking
about it. Without this process, | most likely
would be dead. It's a very boring routine
though. Sometimes I just wish they would
have us practice something else.

I never realized how the living conditions
would be when I got here. 1 was thinking
I would be a little more snug as a bug, It's
very cramped. Many nights I lie awake, so
uncomforrable | can't sleep. Very little to eat.
I snack on goobers most of the time to keep
myself from being too hungry. We cook our
meals on a little fire outside.

Can't wait to be home again. Send the chil-
dren my love. Don't worry about me; I'm
doing what I have to. I'm just toeing the
mark. I'm sending some greenback your way.
Do something fun with the children with it.
['ll send more as soon as [ get some. Also,
get some bark juice. We can use it to cel-
ebrate when I return home, 1 love you very
much; and T'll see you soon.

Love always, Tom

Butler's comments: Description of battle scenes
— Students researched Cioil War battles from

Fort Sumter to ﬂppmnan‘ax. The battle that twas
most deeply discussed was Gettysburg, Regi-
ments were given lo students so that they could
J;Jflr'ﬂilfﬁ-' wwith soldiers more :'.ru:'f_'],' ﬁ_p_f'ﬁfflﬁ':.,":'ng
their actions in certain battles. Towo of the regi-
mrents uused .|":_1' the studenis were the 200h Maine
and the 15th Alabama. The following narra-
five takes u&"t'rm.'.rtg:' :_l,."'."-"zr.' lessons fearned abonut
Little Round :ﬂﬁp and bowy these twwo ng."m:'n.l‘.r

faced each ather there on the second day of Get-

tysburg. The student who wrofe this entry did
extensive research on William Oates, the colone!
of the 15th Alabama.

CIVIL WAR BY WHITE DOVE

July 2nd, 1863

We have just marched over 25 miles into
the northern territory of Pennsylvania. News
had reached me that my brother; John had
dropped our during the march. I decided
to go back and look for him. I saw him
there lying on the ground. He didn't look
too good, and 1 figured that he was sick. It
was for sure he was not in a good condition,
but he was determined. He told me that he
was going to fight, whilst knowing he could
11;4.1‘|.:l}' Eg]:ul!.

The both of us went to battle together along
with our regiment, the 15th Alabama, Our
regiment was put in the very rear of our
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Confederate line at Get tysburg, I was given
the orders to take the 15th and 47th Ala-
bama regiments. We were to move around
the edge of the mountain, to engage the
federals at Round Top, We were welcomed
with a fire of hornets as we ser foor, from
very few companies of Yanks at the foor of
the mountain.

Leading my men, I decided to climb the
mountain. As we ook control over the sum-
mit the Yanks started to show tail. But a
few moments later we started to engage
in combat again, but this time against the
20th Maine under Lt Col. Chamberlain.
Wounded and dead were many, including
my brother. | was right behind John when
he fell. He ook 7 to the hip and legs while
another ook off one of his fingers as he was
dragged to safety. It was the last time [ ever
saw him again.

We failed to rake over Round Top and
had to retreat. Retreating was even too lare,
Chamberlain sent his gallant Yankees charg-
ing as we fled downhill. We ran like a herd
of wild cattle. Most of the men in our regi-
ments were picked off and caprured. The
ones that survived were pushed back to the
Confederare line.

I have to admit there were never harder
fighters than the Twentieth Maine men and
their gallant Colonel. His skill and per-
sistency and the great bravery of his men
saved Little Round Top and the Army of
the Potomac from defeat.

Butler's comments: Comments on unique sol-
diers = Students are usually fascinated by the
women who disguised themselves as men so they
would fight as Civil War soldiers. The follow-
ing narrative is based on the true story sf one
ok weman. Several weomen were rescarched
before this studenyt chose Sarab as ber example
sf am atypical Yankee,

THE HIDDEN LIFE OF SARAH
EMMA EDMONDS

by Eden Diller

Since | was born I was always known as
2 “fighter” but that never changed the fact
that I was a woman. | was looked down on.
I was mistreated. My father always wanted
a bay to work in our fields, and when [ came
out wrong he hated me. So 1 left, I ran. No
one was going to push me down. [ stood
tall. T would not marry that person; all he
had was money. You can’t control me. My

name is Sarah Edmonds. I never liked my
old name anyways.

I wasn't born in the United States, but my
heart lived there. 1 knew my daddy was out
to get me and 1 knew [ had to leave. So 1
became what my father always wanted me
to be, a man. 1 cut my hair extremely short
and wore some big clothes and 1 was off. 1
went across the ocean as Franklin Thomp-
son. Soon | was enlisted in the 2ad Michi-
gan Infantry for a three year period.

They led me to a camp where | met my fel-
low soldiers. It was getting warmer, and the
flowers were comin’ up, and to be honest |
was happier. Even though the food never
wanted to stay down, and these men had no
personal hygiene whatsoever. The housing
was literally a disgrace. It was cold at night
and some of us lost our lives due 1o disease.
They needed nurses badly, and I remem-
bered one time | helped a bird who fell out
of a tree. So | enrolled to help the wounded.

I heard from some of the men talkin’ how
we got a new general, and he was going to
actually do something for the North. They
said we might see some action. A few days
later we were shipped out to the South, in
some town nobody's ever heard of. General
MeClellan said the Rebs called it Yorktown.
It must've been April by then, When we
arrived, I stopped smiling, The noise blocked
out the directions, The smell overwhelmed
my brain. The sour smell of iron blood, of
my fellow people. My body was out of my
head., I shot. Round after round, 1 killed too
many. We carried on for hours. We never
missed a beat. The sky darkened to a deep
purple, and we stopped. The firing ceased
and 1 got some rest. As [ drifted, I tried to
recall the events of the battle. I found myself
not being able to remember anything except
Johnny fallin’. | liked him; he was the only
person who helped me when [ came to this
country. We enrolled together. [ dreamed
of the bayonet piercing his abdomen, and
his bloodied scream cutting the air. He was
gone. | wouldn't see him again, but he wasn't
the only person who got his life taken...

Butler's comments: Comments on officers —
Of alf the Crvil War officers the students learn
about, it seems that year after year the Con-

Sfederates are their firverites. The only exception
ta that rule would have to be LS. Grant. It is
truly bard to dislike Lee, Jacksen, and Stuart.
The students don't really want the South ts win
the war. They just like the tenacity and flare

demonstrated by the Rebs, Stonewall fackion's [

death akways leaves them feeling sad.

AM 1 YOUNG? (SOUTHERN
SOLDIER FROM THE ARMY
OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA)

by Lois Mamani
May 11, 1863

My darling Elizabeth, since last time we've
talked 1 swear I've been through the mill.
Just six days ago, we gained a great victory
over those pesky Northerners at the Bat-
tle of Chancellorsville. Aw, I'm sure you
heard about it in the papers. You might've
also heard that just yesterday, that Sabbath
day, we lost one of our very own, Stone-
wall Jackson. I was fit to be tied when |
heard that it was one of our graybacks thar
shot him! That's right, he was ridin’ back
after our victory without warning or sig-
nal, nothin', and someone from the Army
of Northern Virginia shot him three times!
It could have been multiple persons, but |
wouldn't know. All | know is that ke had
to get his arm amputated and died five days
later from pneumonia. [It's a shame, that's
what it is. The rest of Northern Virginia and
I all sure hope Lee has got a plan. They say
he's lost his left arm, and 1 believe it too.
No one was better than Stonewall in my
opinion, other than Lee himself. We lost
a great man. Now Lee's got us preparing
for a Gettysburg Campaign. Of course we
don't have to do as much since we toed the
mark, but now that Stonewall’s gone, who
knows what our next preparations will be,

It's battles like Chancellorsville that make
me regret joining the infantry. It was a smart
play of things for us Southerners, but I'm
plaved out. These sheet iron crackers have
got me feelin® sick all the time. I'm thirsty,
tired, hungry, weary and lonely. | witnessed
a good friend of mine go down with one
bite of a hornet. James Robertson, that was
his name. We had gone through training
together and had been through it all up until
now; battle, injury, hunger, thirst, and now
death 1 guess. He was a nice possum to have
around, and I saw him go down- just like
that. It's hard ya know, bein'in battle all the
time. All you see is death or struggle. All
you hear are cries for life, or leaders’ orders.
Even if we are winning, nothing can possible
make us soldiers from either side ever forget
what we have had to witness and experience.
In battle, we have no mind of our own 1'll
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tell ya that. Everything is force of habit that
we have developed in training. Now that |
think of it, it's a little scary...how we've been
trained to kill and deal with it

Butler's comments: Comments on the enemy -
Bath of the follewing pieces discuss the Confeder-
ate invasion of Gettysburg. The first entry is from
a crvilian’s viewpoint and the next a soldier’s.
Their writings are what the students supposed
each would feel about the Rebels being in North-
ern territory. It makes me wonder bow different
my students’ work would be if 1 taught in the
South. Would there be more entries absut irtad-
ing Yankees seeing as most battles were fought in
Seuthern states? Even after 150 years, I think
the war is seen in a different light depending
on your latitude if not your attitude.

DEAR JACK
by Emma St. Peters

July 3, 1863
My Dear Jack,

It is quite lonely here without you. I miss
your lively presence around the town, It
scems that the city is darker, gloomier, and
sadder than usual when it lacks your pres-
ence. We've been invaded by the Confeder-
ates. They have run the town ragged. There
is a special place in Hell for those rotten evil
men. We will set them on the right path
no matter how long it takes, we will not
lose hope. I decided to write you now, even
though the conditions are not well, because
I have not received a letter from you in quite
some time. Also I have heard talk of you
being sick. This worries me, though I know
I will be in your embrace soon enough.

I have some troubling news. My sister’s hus-
band was wounded in the bartle of Chan-
cellorsville. We do not know how serious it
was, but he will be home soon. Meither she,
nor my family could handle that loss. A bit
more news to tell unfortunately. My father
has been accused of being a southern sym-
pathizer throughout the town. There are
whispers from everyone, even your mother
is talking about him. As a result of this |
have been getting some distasteful looks
from the neighbors. 1 do hope you will be
back soon so we can go to the place we have
been talking about. I don't speak its name in
fear someone will read this. 1 am sure you

know the place I am speaking of though...

... I heard that Mr. Burns took his gun
out into the town to fight. He just couldn't

stay in his house waiting and watching these
Rebels invaded his home. The man is nearly
70 years of age and a little loony if you ask
me. He went right on out into the chaos
and started shooting some Rebs. He's much
too old, and 1 fear he may die out there. But
there was no stopping him, he would rather
die than simply sit there and watch others
serve their country...

... | just want you to know that I..... Oh my
dear I'm extremely sorry I must end this so
abruptly. We are going to my sister’s house
to bake bread for the soldiers. I will see you

SOHM.

Fervently, Ginnie Wade

AN EXCERPT FROM THE JOURNAL
OF JONATHAN C. KILLIGAN

by Ben Stachera

John Killigan

88th New York

Journal entry: June 30th, 1863

We're still marching east. For the last 3
weeks we've been doing so. Through the
pouring rain, freezing mud, and heat that
hell ¢an’t even contain. The sounds of the
guns are the worst, It's like a distant thun-
der without any rain. Even though we are
kept well nourished, the bread is stale and
the meat is stingy. Not that I'm complain-
ing about it. The Greenhorns are saying that
we're going to reinforce the eastern front and
that the Rebs are trying to kick up some dust.
The boys are getting restless, with rumors
of a big fight spreading through the ranks.
I can only hope that it’s not true...

Journal entry: July 1st, 1863

Last night was mighty strange. [ was
awoken by what looked like 2 ghost, but it
appeared to be me. It was as though a clear,
glowing version of me was going off to fight,
and an imaginary battlefield opened in front
of me. | fought hard, but was stung by a hor-
net straight in the belly. As I fell, a Reb ran
upon me like water on rock and stuck me
in the heart with an Arkansas Toothpick. 1
was carried off by my men and thrown into
a pile. It was horrifying that | dreamt of my
death, but even more frightening to think
that it might happen.

Later...

The guns are getting louder, and more unre-
lenting, We've marched all day in this blaz-

ing Pennsylvania heat. We know for certain
there is fighting off to the east of our small
encampment, and the Colonel is command-
ing us to prepare our guns and load our sar-
dine boxes. The boys are saying that the top
rebel general will make his appearance, so
we'll be sure to get a beat out of him.

Journal entry: July 2nd, 1863

Chaos. Everything is rerrible. We've
encountered large scores of rebel troops,
and fighting is everywhere. It seems as the
armies of Heaven and Hell have come to
engage in the battle for Earth, but I'm not
sure which army is which. The town of Get-
tysburg is a ways to the North, and there
is a small peach orchard ro the Northwest,
The trees are bare of any leaves, as the sheer
amount of destruction made them all fall like
snow. We were attacked in a field, and scores
of men fell in mere minutes. I'm beginning
to wonder if my premonition was true, and
that maybe 1 will die before this nightmare

comes to rest.

Sara Gabbard: Is there a conclusion
which you have reached about the
way in which your students view
Abraham Linceln and the Civil War?

Sally Benjamin Butler: | will borrow
the words of Tillic Picree to answer this
question. Tillie was a teenager who lived
in Gettysburg when her small town was
permanently and dramatically changed by
war. Years after the bartle, she wrote a book
called At Gettyshurg: Or, What a Girl Saw
and Heard of the Battle. Amidst descrip-
tions of fleeing the town with her neighbor
Hettie Shriver and details about nursing
the wounded men, Tillic offered these wise
words: “What in my girlhood was a teeming
and attractive landscape...has become a field
tor profound thought, where, through com-
ing ages, will be taught lessons of loyalty,
patriotism, and sacrifice.” That is what my
students learn from studying Lincoln and
the Civil War. Loyalty - they understand
that it is possible to feel so strongly about
something that a person is willing to give up
everything. Patriotism - they comprehend
ultimate unselfishness and love of country.
Sacrifice - they grasp feelings of gratitude for
what was given up so that they can have so
much. My students realize that these people
of the past have impacted their present so
they can continue to create a better future.
When the lessons of loyalty, patriotism, and
sacrifice are learned by today's twenty-first
century scholars, our nincteenth century
heroes did not live or die in vain, 4

24 SUMMER 2015



	LL_2015-Summer_01
	LL_2015-Summer_02
	LL_2015-Summer_03
	LL_2015-Summer_04-05
	LL_2015-Summer_06-07
	LL_2015-Summer_08
	LL_2015-Summer_09
	LL_2015-Summer_10
	LL_2015-Summer_11
	LL_2015-Summer_12
	LL_2015-Summer_13
	LL_2015-Summer_14
	LL_2015-Summer_15
	LL_2015-Summer_16
	LL_2015-Summer_17
	LL_2015-Summer_18
	LL_2015-Summer_19
	LL_2015-Summer_20
	LL_2015-Summer_21
	LL_2015-Summer_22
	LL_2015-Summer_23
	LL_2015-Summer_24

