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Mot only were the Lincoln resourees at both institutions greatly
enriched through his efforts, but on his annual speaking tours
audiences  everywhere benefitted from his evergrowing
reservoir of Lincolniana.

But that, of course, is not all. Somehow he found time to wrte
some twenty books and pamphlets and 200 issues of Lincolrn
Laore!

Consider, for example, the background information that was
necessary in the preparation of one issue of Lineoln Lore
{January, 1969 — information on Lincoln letters in 1861 (a
sparse year, on coinage during the war yvears, on the first
known publication of the Gettysburg Address in pamphlet
form, on who would most likely have finally become President
in 1860 if the election had been thrown into the House of
Representatives, or who was Joseph Lane? Multiply by 200,
and the trails of a lifelong pursuit only begin to become
apparent!

One of the most fruitful and pleasant aspects of Gerald
MeMurtry's “pursuit’ was his contact with fellow Lincolnians.
One might say that he came to know them all, from Dorothy
Lamon Teillard and Carl Sandburg to Dr. John Washington
and Isaac Diller

Of one three day trip from Cumberland Gap to Springfield
with some twenty-five Lincolnians including Ralph Newman,
Carl Schaefer, Frederick H, Meserve, Lester Schriver and [saac
[niller, McMurtry commented: I could not have been in more
distinguished company.” Mentioning two members of the
party in particular, he continued, "De [F. Lauriston] Bullard
in addition to being a very handsome and cultured gentleman
with a white goatee was a Pulitzer prize-winning editorial
writer. . . . He had written and would write some of the most
scholarly monographs to augment the great body of Lineoln
literature. On the other hand, Dr. Harry E. Pratt probably
excelled all the authorities, living or dead, as to the minute
details of Lincoln's life. He was the expert of the experis and
begides that one of the best friends that any man would hope
to encounter in the fascinating search for the elusive Lincoln.”

McMurtry considered 1959 the best vear of his career because
of the many activities in observance of the Lincoln
Sesquicentennial in which he was continually involved. And
the climax seems to have been his ten week Far Eastern Tour
arranged by the State Department to spread the word there
about Abraham Lincoln. He visited Korea, Taiwan, Hong
Kong, Singapore, Thailand, Malaya, and Indonesia, and
lectured to 20,000 people in these several countries.

He had been thoroughly briefed on each country by State
Department experts, and so was prepared for hostle or
unfriendly receptions. In Korea, for instance, he was advised
nof to emphasize democracy, but to stress Lincoln’s success in
saving the Union, whereas in Taiwan it was suggested that
he avoid the Union theme as Taiwanese had no desire to be
united with Communist China.

Chinese liked references to Sun-Yat Sen as an admirer of
Lincoln, but in Singapore one student ashked if Lincoln would
recognize Communist China. Another insisted that slavery
still existed in the United States. Indonesians were, perhaps,
the least receptive to McMurtry's presence and ideas, but, in
contrast, Thailanders were very friendly — perhaps because
of the elephants of Civil War times!

There were minor distractions, unusual in  American
experience, sach as dogs wandering on and off the lecture
platform, or a pack of rats stampeding across the stage
followed at high speed by several cats!

But, all in all, McMurtry enjoyed the experiences involved
in the tour, and felt that he had accomplished some good in
the realm of good relations between the Asiatic countries and
the United States. He proved to be an able diplomat as well
as an effective speaker.

In the mid-nineteen eighties, Gerald McMurtry was
hospitalized and was forced to slow down, but he did not give
up. “l am making a slow but sure recovery,” he wrote in
January, 1986, “my greatest trouble 15 my stomach’s reaction
to 13 pills a day. [ find the best therapy is writing historical
articles, 1 have written three since 1 came away from the
hospital.”

The true measure of a man's greatness is not in what he does
for himself alone, but what he does to enrich and stimulate

worthwhile and laudable pursuits in others. Gerald MeMur-
try's life and pursuit of Lincoln have done that for many
Linecolnians, and all are thus grateful for his life and
achievements.

Come Retribution and Clandestine
Activity in the Civil War
by Barah MeNair Vosmeter

Come Ketribution: The Confederate Secret Service and the
Assazsination of Lincoln is lovingly and carefully researched;
the authors obviouslv went to greal lengths to track down
obscure sources and to trace connections between people and
documents; and vet, tragically, their book is of little value to
historians because the assumptions upon which it is based will
not suppart their arguments. The authors, William A, Tidwell,
with James . Hall and David Winfred Gaddy, are not
professional historians: Tidwell and Gaddy are “career
intelligence officers with an interest in history,” and Hall iz a
lawyer whio has studied the Lincoln assassination extensively.
Their thesis is that John Wilkes Booth was a member of a
sophisticated Confederate system of clandestine operations
directed by Jofferson Davis. The authors explain that Davis,
with other Confederate leaders, began planning to capture
Lincoln in 1864 and began to consider assassination in the
aspring of 1865. By April 14 the situation had changed, but
Booth, hampered by poor communication, completed the
ABSASSINALON ANYWaY.

Although Tidwell and Gaddy's experience as intelligence
officers might give them some insights into the political and
military maneuvers during the Civil War, traditional training
in history would have helped them understand how two false
assumptions weaken their book. First, they insist that
twentieth-century  procedures and attitudes can explain
nineteenth-century behavior, and, second, they argue that
many hits of circumstantial evidence can make a case when
there is no conclusive evidence.

The authors’ first assumption iz essentially ahistoric. For
example, Tidwell, Hall and Gaddy assume that nineteenth-
century spyving and counterdintelligence had to have been
organized and planned in roughly the same way that it is now,
They admit that “staffs in the era of the Civil War were less
well structured and trained |[than “staffs nowadavs™]” but
ingist that “there is a logic in technical matters that prevails
even if the technical guestion iz not recognized by those
affected” (p. 17). As an example, they give the reader two
checklists of “guestions that should be taken into account in
planning almost any operation,” and these checklists read as
if thoy were quoted out of a CIA manual. Not only is the
language of the checklists anachronistic (referring, for
example, to “the military establishment” and “logistical
support’”), but they address issues nineteenth century leaders
did not werry about. For example, one question was “What will
be said publicly about various parts of the operation if a public
explanation is needed? .., Several explanations may be
neaded, each for a different audience.” This question
presuppnses an executive staff of people to prepare information
for the press. Executive stafls during the Civil War were small
and executive contacts with the press were informal: there were
no press releases or press conferences, much less “spin
doctors.” In fact, Tidwell, Hall and Gaddy knew that Lincoln
did not control the press because they discuss how Southerners
used MNorthern newspapers to gather information about the
Union armies.

If the authors’ first mistake is in using twentieth-century
sources ahistorically (assuming that twentieth century
theories and practices fit the nineteenth eentury), their second
mistake is using nineteenth-century sources ahistorically. In
“& Word to the Reader” the authors admit that,

Theevidence presented in this book is largely cirecumstantial.

Basically, we are trying to tell our story by putting together

many small pieces of information. Each item is well

documented. . . . This is a tricky game to play, and one can
easily misinterpret a given piece of indirect evidence. The
strength of the procedure, however, ig that if one finds enough
items to form a consistent pattern, the outcome does not
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(h‘}]nhml on correct interpretation of one or two items but of

the overall pattern (p. xiii).

Circumstantial evidence is suggestive, and it is especially
helpful because it can focus one's attention on areas where
more convineing evidence might be found, but it is not
conclusive in law or history.

Tidwell, Hall and Gaddy complain that those who believe
that Booth acted alone in killing the president, “develop
elaborate rationales to explain why he could have killed a man
so ohviously pgreat and good,” but when thevy relv on
circumstantial evidence, they sometimes have to create
elaborate rationales of their own to make the evidence fit their
arguments. For example, the authors describe two young men's
experiences at a “school for clandestine operations” in a resort
in Buffale Springs, Virginia.

While at the resort the brothers were apparently taught how

to write reports in the form of personal letters. At least, they

both wrote letters to the same nonexistent persons on the
same davs, a technigue used by Confederate agents in other
circumstances. Crypiic remarke in the journals suggest that
they mav also have been taught observation and other
technigues of the spy.

One may surmise that the brothers attended a four-week
school for clandestine operations. A remote resort would be

a suitable place for such a school. (p, 150)

Just because a resort was a suitable place for a spy school
does not mean that it was a spy school. The authors’
explanation for the brothers’ writing letters to “nonexistent”
people (that they were using a spy technigque) is much more
olaborate than the obvious one: the correspondents existed but
no otheér evidence is extant to document their existence.
Further, examining the cited sources shows that what the

authors refer to as “cryptic remarks” about “observation and
other techniques of the spy™ are (more likely) a young man's
bragging about his knowledge of human nature,

What follows is an extended guotation from the diary
Tidwell, Hall and Gaddy cite as the source for their “spy
school” (from L. C. Baker's History of the United States Secret
Service, pp. 186-187). Although this quotation does include
every entry that could possibly suggest clandestine activity, it
does not support the authors’ elaborate explanation,

[August] 4th [1863]. Took a long walk in company with Mr.

Frank Hobbs, of Md_; talked of dear old Maryvland.

5th. Large arrivals; unlimited scope for the study of human
nature: to me a look, word, or mere motion of body, hand, or
head, will often analyze a person’s character; frsi
impressions are often lasting, and generally correct.

Gth. Each trying to outwit the other. Grouping of nature,

Tth. Wrote to Captain Carlisle, Moseby's Cavalry, and to
my friend E. N. Spiller, Atlanta, Ga.

12th. Enjoved myself by dancing; find wvery little
intellectual conversation; thus far during my visit have not
heard a solid subject discussed.

13th. Like a butterfly on the wing, pursuing pleasure.

14th. How various are the classifications of the mind; some
appear to be guided by reason, others by a species of bratal
instinet.

20th. What a fine place to show a person’s breeding. Train
up a child, &c., &c.

21st, This day to me is a memorial one, no one can tell my
feelings, perhaps the thoughts of another one the same;
whether it iz a day of folly or happiness, the future will show.
My intention was honest, howsoever this affair may
terminate; perhaps sympathy was the cause of my aection
and words. [ must gay, I do not understand myself in this
case, Wrote a long letter to my friend Spiller.

294, Miss Luev A Merritt, of Bronswick County, Va.,
returned to Buffalo; a long walk and confidential talk with
her Having noticed my letter to Mre Spiller, asked to see it
Mizs Merritt had no evil intentions when she made this
request, this [ firmly believe, T complied with her wish, as
it seemed to be a test of friendship.

294, Placid as a lake, nothing unusual transpired.

24th. In some voung people the milk of human kindness
seems long since to have curdled; T would adyvise a little soda
to correct the acidity of their nature. A lady should at all
times command her tongue, especially in a public assembly,
where a word is an index to intellect and character.
Although the discussion of the Milburn brothers 18 a8 minor

part of the book, the authors make similar elaborate
explanations elsewhere. The most significant of these is the
section in which they describe how Booth might have been
enlisted in a secret plan to capture Lincoln. Booth's name was
found on a hotel register on July 26, 1864, along with four other
men who listed themselves as being from Canada and
Baltimore (places with Confederate activity). To Tidwell, Hall
and Gaddy this “had all the earmarks of a conferenice with an
agenda. The inference is that agents of the Confederate
apparatus in Canada had a need to discuss something with
Booth. Capturing Linealn? . . ." This inference “hecomes even
stronger” to the authors when they could not find records of
the four men in the eities they gave as their addresses. “Thus
the names appear to be aliases” (p. 263). A much less elaborate
explanation would be that these men had no permanent
address, and therefore were never documented as living in the
cities they gave as their most recent address, In fact, like Booth,
they might have been actors — who would not be likely to stay
in one town long enough to leave a record of their having lived
there,

There is some useful research in Come Retribultion. The
authors have been especially diligent in  tracing the
relationships between Confederate sympathizers, and yet even
this useful research is hidden in a text that is poorly indexed.
One can certainly admire the authors for what must have been
a labor of love, but most historians and Lincoln baffs will be
disappointed in this book.
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