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IMPERIAL LINCOLNS 
(Conclusion) 

What really damaged his profits, however, was a competing 
domestic image, tbe famous photogToph of Lincoln and Tad 
looking at a photogTaph album in the president's lap. It was 
taken by Anthony Berger at Mathew Brady's Washington 
gallery only four days after Gardner took his photogTaphs. 
This other Lincoln and Tad photogTaph was so quickly 
distributed by Brady that it bore the title "Prest Lincoln and 

his son "Thd," with no reference to Lincoln's assassination. 
After Lincoln's murder, copies of the Brady portrait swept the 
country. Why was Brady's so popular and Gardner's not? 

Barring the recovery or soma heretofore unknown pieoo of 
evidence. the question can never be answered W a certainty. 
Brady's considerable promotional skills and greater marketing 
apparatus probably hod something to do with his victory. My 
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FIGURE 1. Joseph Hoover's President Lincoln and His Familj•, one of n large number of family portraits ofthe martyred 
p.-..sident published shortly after the Civil War, used Gardner's image of Tad to represent Willie, the son who died in the 
White House. There were few pictures of WiUie~ and the printrnaker may have known he was deceiving the public, for 
many of the popularly reproduced copiea of the Gardner photogTaph identified the boy as 'l'haddeus. '!'he Philadelphia 
printmaker also retained some of the elements of Gardner's pboriy background painting, the fountain and the sailing ship, 
for example. 
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FIGURE 2. Brady's competing domestic portrait of 
Lincoln. 
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FIGURE 3. The imperial Gardner (left) and his other 
versions. 

own guess is that the content of the images themselves had 
something to do with the outcome. ln Gardner's picture, the 
subjects seem to be in tension, and Tad appears in the casual 
pose of a barroom loafer. almost confronting h is father. In 
Berger's picture for Brady, Lincoln and Thd soom more in 
harmony, with the child's pose more subservient to the father~s. 

For proof of this interpretation, one might look at the popular 

FIGURE 4. (Below) Lyons' Presiden/.Litwoln.and Family 
Circle. 
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FIGURE 5. Smith's PresUknt Lincoln and Family Circle. 
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FIGURE 6. Alexander Gardner. 

lithographs and engravings of the Lincoln family. Most were 
modelled on Berger's rather than Gardner's photograph. This 
suggests that artist&, iUustrators, and craftsmen at the time. 
could see the visual difference. Only a few prints used 
Gardner's image as a model. In J060ph Hoover's Presi<km 
Lincoln and His Family, published in Philadelphia, the figure 
of Thd is reproduced, rever$0<1. The same is true of Lyons & 
Co.'s President Lincoln and Family Cirek, published in New 
York. Both used another Linooln portrait, however. Even in J. 
Smith'sPresi<knt Lincoln and Family Circk, from Philadelphia, 
where Lincoln holds a book casually in his right hand as he 
did in Gardner's photograph, the portrait of the president is 
otherwise much altered (and the portrait of Thd is based on 
Berger's image). 

A& the Lincoln figure was never taken ove:r as a model from 
Gardner's print, the fault may have lain - in the eyes or 
nineteenth-century Americans- with the president's portrait 
and not with the visual relationship between Lincoln and his 
son. WhateverthefaultoftheGardnerphotograph. whose fault 
was it? 

Probably not Gardner's- he was a good photographer. Nor 
was Berger necessarily better. The difference lay in the men 
who arranged the sittings and, presumably, composed the 
portraits. In the case of the less popular Gardner image, it was 
Connecticut portrait-painter Mathew Wilson. New York's 
Francia 8. Carpenter arranged the more successful Berger 
portraits. Carpenter had the better eye. The same Carpenter 
sitting, as Tlu Lincoln inuJge showed, also gave posterity the 
most famous Lincoln picture of all, the fiv&-dollar bill portrait. 

This article has wandered along way from its starting point: 
imperial photographs of Lincoln. The key point to be 
remembered about them is that imperial photographs of 
Abraham Lincoln are great raritiea. The characteristic 
photograph of the man and his era is the pygmy cart&-d .. visite, 
mass produced and cheap. This tittle photograph waa populw; 
like Uncoln, who was not an at all imperial man. 
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