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What really damaged his profits, however, was a competing
domestic image, the famous photograph of Lincoln and Tad
looking at a photograph album in the president’s lap. It was
taken by Anthony Berger at Mathew Brady's Washington
gallery only four days after Gardner took his photographs.
This other Lincoln and Tad photograph was so guickly
distributed by Brady that it bore the title “Prest. Lineoln and

his son “Tad,"” with no reference to Lincoln's assassination.
After Lincoln's murder, copies of the Brady portrait swept the
country. Why was Brady’s so popular and Gardner’s not?
Barring the recovery of some heretofore unknown piece of
evidence, the question can never bé answered to a certainty.
Brady's considerable promotional skills and greater marketing
apparatus probably had something to do with his victory. My
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FIGURE 1. Joseph Hoover's President Lincoln and His Family, one of a large number of family portraits of the martyred
president published shortly after the Civil War, used Gardner's image of Tad to represent Willie, the son who died in the
White House. There were few pictures of Willie, and the printmaker may have known he was deceiving the public, for
many of the popularly reproduced copies of the Gardner photograph identified the boy as Thaddeus. The Philadelphia
printmaker also retained some of the elements of Gardner's phony background painting, the fountain and the sailing ship,

for example.
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Prese. Laiscons and his son T an”
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FIGURE 2. Brady's competing domestic portrait of
Lincoln.
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FIGURE 3. The imperial Gardner (left) and his other
versions,

own guess is that the content of the images themselves had
something to do with the outcome. In Gardner’s picture, the
subjects seem to be in tension, and Tad appears in the casual
pose of a barroom loafer, almost confronting his father In
Berger's picture for Brady, Lincoln and Tad seem more in
harmony, with the child’s pose more subservient to the father’s.

For proof of this interpretation, one might look at the popular

FIGURE 4. (Below) Lyons’ President Lincoln and Family
Circle.
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FIGURE 5. Smith's President Lincoln and Family Cirele.
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FIGURE 6. Alexander Gardner.
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lithographs and engravings of the Lincoln family. Most were
modelled on Berger’s rather than Gardner's photograph. This
suggests that artists, illustrators, and craftsmen at the time
could see the visual difference. Only a few prints used
Gardner's image as a model. In Joseph Hoover's President
Lincoln and His Family, published in Philadelphia, the figure
of Tad is reproduced, reversed. The same is true of Lyons &
Co.'s President Lincoln and Family Circle, published in New
York. Both used another Lincoln portrait, however. Even in J.
Smith's President Lincoln and Family Circle, from Philadelphia,
where Lincoln holds a book casually in his right hand as he
did in Gardner's photograph, the portrait of the president is
otherwise much altered (and the portrait of Tad is based on
Berger's image).

As the Lincoln figure was never taken over as a model from
Gardner's print, the fault may have lain — in the eves of
nineteenth-century Americans — with the president’'s portrait
and not with the visual relationship between Lincoln and his
son. Whatever the fault of the Gardner photograph, whose fault
was it?

Probably not Gardner's — he was a good photographer. Nor
was Berger necessarily better The difference lay in the men
who arranged the sittings and, presumably, composed the
portraits. In the case of the less popular Gardner image, it was
Connecticut portrait-painter Mathew Wilson. New York's
Francis B. Carpenter arranged the more successful Berger
portraits. Carpenter had the better eye. The same Carpenter
gitting, as The Lincoln Image showed, also gave posterity the
most famous Lincoln picture of all, the five-dollar bill portrait.

This article has wandered a long way from its starting point:
imperial photographs of Lincoln. The key point to be
remembered about them is that imperial photographs of
Abraham Lincoln are great rarities. The characteristic
photograph of the man and his era is the pygmy carte-de-visite,
mass produced and cheap. This little photograph was popular,
like Lincoln, who was not an at all imperial man.
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Professor Jean H. Baker to Deliver
Elevenih R, Gerald McMurtry Lecture

dean H. Baker, the Elizabeth Todd Professor of History st Goecher College
i Terwnon, Maryland, will present the eleventh K Gerald McMurtry Lectare on
Thursday, May 15, 1958, st &00 pm. The tithe of her lecture ia “ Neot Much of
Ms': Abraham Lincoln ss 8 Tvpical American.™

Professos Haker a known o Lincaln students 58 the muthor of the new and
extremely fine book, Mary Todd Limocdm: A Beography (Mew York: W W Morion
19T In sdditon to beng o talented biographer she @ & shilled and
e bedgwalshe politscal histonan She has writben several works on Mady Laed
hisdory, incledmg The Politics of Contimety Hallimore Jobins Hophins
Universily Press, 1975 and Ambognf Amenogne The Knows Mabbing Party in
Mearviand | Baltimore: Johns Hopkine University Press, 1976 Affairs of Party
The Polical Cultere of Northern Democrats in Mad Century Ameieag | [thaca
Cornell Unlversiy Press, 1955 won the 1554 Berkshire Prse sn History

Jean Haker gradeated from Goocher College. magna cum laode, i 1961, and
then earned her master's and doctorald degroes at Johns Hophins University. She
hmn tought mt Goucher, where her clossroom perfformanos has won awards, sinee
| Sidh In 11057 1568 sle was o visiting professor nt Harvnrd University

The lecturs will take place in the Auditorium of the Fort Wayne Mussum of
Art, 311 East Main Sireet. For further information call 2194273031
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