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LINCOLN’S DEATHBED
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FIGURE 1. Photograph by Julius Ulke. See story inside.



As the morning light crept into the disheveled room «
Willinm T, Clark on April 15, 1865, one of the upstairs boarders
carried his camera into the room. Clark roomed in the house
if IIIIII!i.

jast died on Clark's bed. The camerman was Juliu

m Petersen, nnd the President of the Uni

i s Ulke, who
with his brother Henry, had been up all night fetching water

for the doctors

Tired :.!Lll”:.:Jl lhl'_'. WETe, BVErvone sensed the hi-:- g lwrl 1] L por
tance of the evenis just witnessed in Clark’s humble little room
Julius Ulke apparently sensed the commercial possibilities in
the situation as well. He and his brother were artistic, but it
was difficult to make a living as an artist in busthing, com
merce-minded America. Julivs photographed people in Wash
ington, selling his little paper pictures mounted on stiff cards
with his name printed on the back. Henry, afier n stinl as an
illustrator in New York, made his living painting the portruits
of Washington's bureaucrats and politicians

Julius Ulke knew that Americans would be curious to know
what Lincoln's deathbed looked like, and he was just the man
to show them. Fate seemed to have plaved into his hands
bringing the American historical event of the century almost
to his very doorstep. He took at least two photographs of the
scene before Clark cleaned up his room. Eventually, he
mounted one of the pictures on a stiff card and had a caption
carefully lettered on it: “View of the room in which President
Lincoln died o

Cthers sniffed the scent of profit that hung about the little
boarding house. Albert Berghaus, special artist for Frank
Leslie’s [Mustrated Newspaper, had followed President Lincoln
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FIGURE 3. Credit on the back of a Ulke photograph.
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FIGURE 2. A Kellogg lithograph shows Julius Ulke st far lefi.
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FIGURE 4. Henry Ulke appears with a top hat at left in Edward Mendel’s lithograph, based on Berghaus's illustration.

to Richmond less than two weeks earlier, to capture the scene
of what proved to be his last triumph. On Easter Sunday, April
16, Berghaus was at the Petersen house sketching the scene
and asking the boarders who was present when Lincoln died.
Maost of the boarders saw to it that they were immortalized in
Berghaus's sketch, for they placed Salmon P Chase at the
scene and he was not there in fact. Both the Ulkes appeared
in the picture. Leslie’s devoled a double issue to Lincoln's
assassination and depended heavily on Berghaus's work as the
centerpiece of their sensational appeal.

Julius Ulke, however, was destined not to realize anything
from his photographs. The president’s widow had forbidden
photographs of her glain husband, and the War Department
saw to the destruction of some photographs of Lincoln’s body
lving in state. The enterprising photographer probably read
about this in the newspapers and decided not to try to sell his
photographs,

They remained in the family for vears and became wrinkled
and torn, but from all evidence no copies were made. One of
Ulke's photographs is well known from publication in Life
magazine in 1961 and in Dorothy Meserve Kunhardt and
FPhilip B. Kunhardt, Jr's Tlventy Days in 1965, The other
photograph was recently acquired by the Louis A. Warren
Lincoln Library and Museum and is reproduced on the cover
of this issue of Lincoln Lore,

What became of Julius Ulke after 1865 is not known, but his
brother Henry attained considerable prominence as a painter
of the prominent personalities in Washington. One of these was
Edwin M, Stanton, who had been present at Lineoln’s deathbed
and whose destruction of coffin photographs of the martyred
pregident had perhaps ruined Julins's hopes for commercial
gain from his photographs. When Henry Ulke painted Stan-
ton, he chose a pose highly reminiscent of the pose Albert Berg-
haus had used 1n his influential illustration of the deathbed
scene for Lesflie's, The Stanton portrait suggests that Henry
Ulke may have hoped to exploit the scene at the Petersen house
Aas wiell,
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FIGURE 5. Henry Ulke's portrait of Edwin M. Stanton.
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CALL FOR PAPERS
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SYMPOSI(IM

' NOVEMBER 29-30, 1955;

Thelllinois State Historical Society is seeking proposals for papers, or sessions, to
be delivered at the Sixth Annual Symposium on lllincis History, No vember 29 and
30, 1985. Papers, or sessions, will be considered on any aspect of the history,
literature, art and culture, politics, geography, archeology, anthropology, and
related fields of lllinois and/or the Ohio and MississippiValleys. The Symposium
will be held in Springfield.

Individuals who wish to submit proposals should send a three hundred to six
hundred word summary, along with resumes of intended participants, to:

Roger D. Bridges, Head of Library Services
lllinois State Historical Library
Old State Capitol
Springfield, lllinois 62706

Proposals must be received by April 2, 1985. Individuals will be notified of the Committee’s
decision by June 3, 1985.

‘i.l_grnm:-\lllrrl Comrmilles Chairman: Robert 'W .“u’_[luggehgf_ Loyola University of Eh:{'ﬂgn_ Mermibers. ijne} 0. Drvwts, Mmaix
College: Raymond E. Hauser, Waubonsee Community College; Caral Heludg, Eastern lilinoss University; Robert P, Howard,
Springfiedd; Robert M. McColley. University of Blincis —(rbana/Champaign; John Y. Simon, Southem lllincis Unbeeraing —
Carbondale; Hobert E Sterling. Joliet Junsor College; and Donald F. Tingley, Eastern Binos University.
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