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.. on e o f the li ttle breech-loading canno ns 
I got of Hon. Eli Th a yer." 

&Mor4 ;\'olt' lmfl(rt'\Unt tnocbta for this~'-" ,-o to t>r J:.dc 1' <.'O\ dl. 
rnHJ'C'htr. ,...&m'tf. !lind OWI'Id' ~ tht' pi ere under dutt~IQn. lO (:af~ 
l. De-~p. tttotftt('hfr -and phocographft: to RuAt-U t;. Thumtt,n, 
who di..:O\tftd tht pat.-.nl mark; and tO Donald t-:. '11wn'l'lltm. ""h'' 
h~Jpcod ht.ll f•th{"f' 

M t: N Jr 

About o yenr ~·fCJrt< he won election to the Prf~Jdent''. 
Ahruhum l .uu'f>1n n~crt'-od that the three rlisroven l'K nnd irt· 
'-'entione n( t(rNltC'#I vsaluc to the humon n\('t\ wt•rc ''tlw orl.KCJf 
writin.c nnd of printing- the discovery or A.ncriNI, lind thl' 
introduc·tion n( Pntcnt·lnws." The::;e were uf <:rudol imJ>Ilr 
t anc{', tw s~~ ld. l.x.otUUS-(Ithey se.rvt"d to faci litulr ull cu h('r dut· 
ruveri(lt~ und invt•ntionN" lfince. Probably only .n few puiA-'nt 
)uwvt•~ woufd ~till ntH• the introduction o( Ja&Umt hlWM Hn U 
par. wath thf' d tiK"twery nf Amerk-a und tht.• dt.'Vtolopmt•nt of 
'"Titmg und printin;,c, but thi~ serv..-s well tfi rt>\ tul n Pf'CUIInr 
trmt in Abnahom l.ancntn·~ rharnl"ter h~ Wil!< faK'tnu.tt"d b) 
tt"Chnnln,Pcul innuvntiuns.. 

Lmcoln'• wt'RknebS' for mventions would ho,·~ lnrge: f'fit'1"' 
wh<n h• '""'"m• l'~•d•nt of the Una~ S"'""· Tht• Arm~· 
"aK of tht' mind I hut nn tn"'ention could bto dt-,·(1-lop.:od fu~tt 
enuu~h w hn\ ~ nny p.rofCJund eff«l on th(> ¥.·nr ut h.ttnd. tht·n'· 
fort, ll tUrnNJ 1\ dt"af ('l)r tn th~ hurde u( mH•ntHrM "hr1 
dl'*~ndt'tl un WHtohinJ:ton with their varinu~. cunou"· nnd 
somttimr" t•rtidt•nth INhnl wnre.'i. Thc.~e innnvnttVf• Yunkt't•Ji 
quu·kly lf•nrntod thnt tht>ir chance-6 for n real heu.rin-.: l:w tht• 
Wnr Dcpnrtrnrnl wen· much t•nhtm oed ift ht>y ccmld only ~~:t tn 
Lin('Qin , J ~l~r~uud•• him H(thtt mtoril or their sch~nte~o~. u nd I fwu 
be t~C.n t.. lo rlw Wur Uf'lpOrtm~nt with a r(*C'IU(!j:;l frrtm llw l 'rf't-~ i · 

drnt thot they be ~'lvena fair hl"nnn". So murh nfthill>:Kli\.;t)' 
went on.. in faa. that Robtn \ ' Rru~ mr,n.lJ,c;t"<l tnwntC'oneof 
the more ingenioutc (And h\'l•lyl btxlkKirt tht•" hul(' fi~d c,fl.in~ 
rolninnn. Luu:o/n <urd tho· Toob. <J( ll'or. an "hach h~ rein ted 
che- ~tories o( dozens orin' entionM and tht1r t·noount..·r~ with 
Prt~.stdent Lincoln and lhc War Uepnrtmt•nl 

A ntong those- inventions the n('('t•pw r\('t' nf whtth spoke wdl 
for t .incoln's ability to foreco.s1 thtl t('('hnoln,:nc,o;J future:, was 3 

~~uriously elusive pil"C<': of m1 i1Jrry t'nllt'tl. for 01) V£1ry good r€'3· 

HUn, "The Ellsworth G un.'' Mu"~lf'-loodt'rK und Kmc#tlh·borc:-l 
were very q uiC'kly o thiug or the pnst ' ' Ol•r t h(1 Amcric·un Civil 
Wn:r, and thi:; litt.le cannon wa,, tht•rorore. n mile~tone m t.he 
h istory or American artillery: it wu~ Llw nnly Am<'rican 
hret>Ch·loading rifled cannon 1•urdHU1<od h~ aho War f)epart· 
ment during th€' Civil War 

Unfortunately, the El.lttwort.h C.un wflll nm tt8 <•pt>eb· 
mnkintc io American m.ilitm·)- haHWr)· ;qr H wu.;r. 1n the.• h~troy 
or American technology. Ff'Wt•r thnn f'i(t~· (I( th~c,lnntJnh Wt\ft• 

produced. and desp(te thf.ll.f MtiOCiOUt~n with ;JI)me()fthe w.nr'~ 
more colorful rommanden.. ~:lmer ~:III'W<•I'Ih. U.11.1nmin ~·. 
Huller. and John (" FrfmQD\, they pn>\'i.-d ln be rnth('r ill~ 
Mtarred in comb..·u .• ·" numltt"r '' t.,.,. t'llpt.urt-d b~ tlw Con~ 
ftderot"" in the Shenandoah \ "olloY o:un1•••~n of lbl\2 
n~a1n.st Gene-raJ Fr€mont.. and uthtr• fuuntl 1 hear" ny u1 out· 
of·th~way nnd inglori\Jus tht>Uh'l'to n( romhut A,. I~H(OS.:-;Or 
llruce puts it, .. lly ISG:lnlll h~ ~:ll•wurth a~un• hud \'nni<h<'<l 
mto lim be.) or Dixie:· Until n."l"Cntl)l, nont• hn.- lx-('n k(!t•n. but n 
candidate for beinK one of t h(l lcmu·lost hU It• cannons has 
C0R1t" to the a ttention or IA ri("IJ/11 !4Ut'l'• nnd W(l f\rt' h appy u; 
hnvc t.he (•xclus ivc rigtu vr rt:porLinM this find. 

~'I CUll t; 1. This ill fll>hotograph oft he recently (l i~eover~d btu·rel of a small cannon. 'l'llkcnjuHI two nt<>ntbsago, 
U. ~how~~t n smnll square hole oeor the breech Itt the lower lcft-hnnd cornerofthepic lurc. T\\'0 mctnl wedges a nd a 
trov tn hold them hove been removed to expose the holes. F IGURES 2 ond3 on pagc2show th<• br~•-ch before I he 
wedgC'S nnd Qther attnchments were removed .• Note the numb~r '"5" whic~ appears on the trun.nion. the metal 
s leeve oround I he middle oft he barrel from wha oh tht• cyllndncal rods which rested on the cu r raof(<' protrude. 
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All modern tteoount!; of tho Ellsworth gun. f'or which no 
patent model!:!<. drawings, or plans have ever been found. are 
based on Aruec',_ pic.\n.:cril'ag s tudy, and ht•rc is the subshm<'e 
of that aeeount: 

ll aving bought manufacturing ri~hts to B. F. Joslyn's 
new breech-loading rinc. the imaginativ(' Yank~ IJ·:li 
''l'hayerl applied the ::;1\tne deilign too liUJe brccch·loading 
fieldpiece and sent a dozen specimens oui.. to chastise the 
Kansas "border ruffians."' In April 18fil , when thC' contlict 
nared up aKa in on a (~ntinentol ~cole, ThELycr sold two of 
h is little cannon io tht" Union 0t'lfenf;e CornmitL~ of New 
York. for the use of Elmer ~-~ll~worth's 7..t)li~V(• r~gimei'\L 
Thereafter he called hi• cannon the .. f:llsworth Gun ... 

This c urious hybrid . .som~where l>etwoon a Brobding· 
nngian rille and ~1 Lilliputian cannon, (('JI under LineQ)n's 
interested scrutiny in S.-ptember 1861. TheKun l.incoln saw 

FIG UHE 3. This is the left side of 
the breech. 'l1h t two wedge~ 
p1·ot rude slightly above 1 he surft\ce 
oft he barrcl~just-bchind t he device 
which must have cradl ed a s ight of 
some sort. The bore of th~ rif1ed 
ca nnon was so $mall that. it fired a 
ve ry s mall p1·ojectile which could 
not have been ve.a·y d etilructive and 
had. therefore, to be necun•te ly 
placed. The bole above the breech 
is a mystery. bul jt mHy have held a 
level. Since the 1·iflc had a ran~e of 
rhn:e mile!;;. it tloubllcss had to 
have n telescopic sight on it. 

tO~t't'-'Y <:. 1 .. /)t</(f:¥~mp 

FIGU RE 2. This photograph s hows 
the right s ide of the breech. The 
two me tal wedgcsrestoneat.op the 
other in the tray. The lower we<iJ:e 
had a ha ndle whic h protruded 
paralle l to the axisofthebarrel. By 
pushing it a wa}' f•·om the barn!l, it 
caused th e wedges to work against 
ench other, loosen the inte rior 
breech meehnniam. and finally 
s lide out into the tt·ay. The rings 
probably hacl chains on them 
wh ich kept the wedges from being 
lost from the barrel. 

was four feet long, had a I l / 2-iflC.h bore and w<lighcd about 
three hundred pounds without its carriage. Like the Joslyn 
rifle, its breech mechonism consisted of a cone and expand· 
ing rings, held in place lly a tapered s t-eel key which passed 
through the shank of the brooch a nd w3s operated by a com· 
pound lever. A hruuUe opened the breech piece. The- conical 
chilled-iron baJl, wound wlth tallow-soaked t.'Ord. titled in W 
a c up at the end of a brass cartridge: and the3-oun<.-echarge 
was ignited through perforations n('ar l he ot.her end. In· 
•lead of a limber, tho carriage had a dTal(rot><' attached for 
hauling by ma1lpower. 

Thayer made much of the gun·smancuverahilit.y. cheap· 
ness and rapidity of fire: and Lincoln t-tl Jast consented LO 
order twenty guns at $350 each. subject to Lhe i nspcction or 
McClellan's chief ordnance officer •.. . 
From 1863, when t he cannons disappear from the official re· 
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~·clrds. uotai.J unt,t tH7 t whfln n c.·.1nnun hur"·l \\ u~t pur\."hn"'ed 
by two I(Un c.·ollt•c:lMa ftutn n m.,n whu htttf u-'·cauartocl ll h) 
jecornte ha" ro<:k tntrdt·n. tht·rt" h.l,. btot.·n n•• t·\ldt·nn p( tht· 
EU.sworth ronnun Th.- b.ttnol an qut·~~ttlun thtl Ot)t p~l\'hkt· 
much IOlff'Nl tU. fi,.l fh,• l Ytt» JCUO C"(liJf'l("tun. m.tdt lt (hf'­
rmnu_tt txanHOI\llcm, dt"'- uftod th.tl t.h .. hnltt Pl"-'t' mu.at hu" r 
bftn thet~tDtt u."'t"d tu thru" hntll n( ,.,,_. frum dJ•lr-rUftd ,.h•~Ht 
toAhn«Y or ''"t tUNJ. nnd "''than h1M un huurliOit'f Ch«" hoVTf'l 
to a local f~ck"l"r uonmoaat\ fJI'4d\t"f'tlA)OW pa••··· fN 
Ius 51<>~ Th~doaln- haclth• "''""' ,,,. ... d_, .. "• ....... Q,,..j 
som~ o(th~cool e>lthock hill< k pount,. hO<h cnH•.-d th• l>.ltT..! 
and (ou:od a J)Mt~nt m.wk 11.1\IOK hrt-nln thf'•U.n bQ,.,Oft,.hW 
thuh \ftll'll.- th-· (if..~« had nnawrffi .o~Df' :81.and.u-d 
A'(~ uo tbt hu.tnn ~.( V.~tJ•tO• l'ht•dun.r TM /II,T(J, 
U»du m tit• ."kn ''t. ht found tht• patt"nt d.ah httt..d dw·r" 
and reah.ud that h.. hAd , ..... h.ol~\ "''I"''"'" hno«h lu.odon.: 
Civil War PI~ rutht"f" &hun 1 hn• thn•\\tnlt trun lit• had nu 
ft'-&SOD to bt-ht"r thut tht"fot 'ftf'ft n11t ,..,..,.I"< t-el h\ thf'l thnu 
sands and h&pl•th· .. .rd tht .cun ft•r ·•l••t.ll 71•t prufit ht I'Aft 
men who [noquc.•ntt'fl h1~ •hoi' 
Th~ two mt·n. Ur .J.,rk C"mt·ll und C; I. l)t·lw:.tmp. 'ftt•n• 

bet.ttr equtpped t•J t\·nluttl•• tht· llltl(ntfic· tnn' uf I tw httlt' fu·ld 
piece Or. Co"ell111' o trun c·c,lh"' wr With'' ~••lut It-t hmrt~l knu"• 
ledf.re o[ the proth<·•ll wurkllll:M uf fin•ltrflllt. I htJUNh lYai•nl lt"lh• 
century weuponM urc.~ llltlt!IM.'("IIth.v Mr. Ut•IM·,unl• "" o.t rc-t~•nt 
colleg<' grod uoh• vmh a dt•Wrt"t• l n hl~o~tw·y 111\d Hn utuh l ,. lo finct 
his wny oround o l ibm.r.~· · BNWt'('l\ tlwm 1l·wy c-lt'f ldt•cll hnl the 
Cannon lmrn•J WHN IW urchnury plt"t't' ftlliU tht+ .. tnnchlrcl 
nr~enul of Ci\'il W ur Wl'UI'""" hut tht• rur•• I•:JINwill'th run nun, 
anct th~y went to W(U'k lu t•lt•m• Ufl lht• J,tu n und w uvt' thmr 
point. Thht wurk hnw lnkt•l1 lwn )'t•Uf<"lll' hlt'r• •dlhh1 t•lrun.~ in 
J.tnrOI(CK nncl mrwhint• Hhll!)t' 1\lun~ot t ht• w ny, Mr I • -..-l.~·fttll J ) 
ltJ$l int~rt•t;L smd t'dlcl h ll'i ~thnrc• tu I )r t 'nvt•ll, whu hnP~ t'Uil 

cinutiC.J thl' murhtnc ... .Pihu(J wurk nncl clw thnnklt•"" Jlffl('(•tuo~ uf 
w rilin J.t unc.ltt•k·phun1n)l t'XJH•I'UI tn tht• hll'lHr)' ul " t•o \flftnry 
Ort.."oUrM'. thc.•n• c·.tn ht. .. nu rt•.,lt·XI.._,,, un u.cun nu•tnt•hutCI•\t·r 
~~n "'u mu<'h 1Uo1 a Jlwtur•••,f 11ntt tht·"'' c·fr••r1.-; hlt\,•IUtl IM.·t•n 
o.ltotteth(>r 41UC\"t"1't,.ful Mnrt'ft\ t'f" tJw tft.,.,,.. tu Jc,,..p tht• h.trrt•l 
an ¥ood "hi.:ltx (ur pmlh nt)· iUHitht• lim1h'fl mt• Ill,. It\ ,ul.lh1•· t•t 
o.n onhnary nltlt·n ""hu d•M" nut u~n u fuuntlr\ h.l\ t• """' 
\tOted t"X frtlOtr th1 fund• ttf (urn• otncl \lult 01 .. HI\ tht• f'lt.,'t• 

that maJ(htt•Pt·n at up ,,,..,.:1 ""'vto the· • ''\ •t•m,., h.•na .. m w.~u 
Xe"t-nht'le...• ch .. t'\llflt-n•t fur Ur t'u\ftr .. hnlr r.mn .. n h• 
.. u~l..lnll.ll 
Th~ dimf'R..•MJRII MTm tu f1t thf. t•,bo.llnt( "t1tti cJn...nJtUUO!i> ot 

th~ f:U'I;"''~n.h c;un Ttw barnof •MIChtt AI•~Vnd 2'._1 J-UUncl"•'"' 
(ourftrtlung uncfhll'.tll ~mchl.orr. h••noltn• thro•ta.: 
Jllln ~U"-4: th•· b.ind ..,. nO•-d un-ol thfo apm tm5J.An,..l h\ 
nnan~c •ould··nh ~t' .... n ,, ... ,., .. 0\lfi.C thra.I\U:h thtomr 
Allhnulth....,. ~h vlua: 111 Uf'fhlt• ntl\ firmh •hut -.uh fWi.l 
and '-"~•·•n"nd dwhrrf"'ll h hJu ,,.,. \t1 htrn••Jtrnt"rl tho rotn 
nun 0\Ul>l bt-" h""*" h~ct;~tfrr Utht.,..t••, thrr' P. nn h"U-ac•rl Jut 
the~""' c4 ch•· ntnuu•luulun~ .,.,.n,,.~nd \\c .. I~:' .. 'Ahu·h 
protrvdt' from the. • Hit• •rl 1 h•• , .. ,,. • ltnd ,,. "' cr.th·thr•.u.::h tht" 
Olher !!ldt'. ·~ "t"t"lll•• n111( rutt·d h\ u h.mtllt· • huh thuuuh 
brolc.t'n c•ff and ~tulh-d 1n tht muul .. (alunJI -.nh '1ntut rue k,. 
dt'bna. lind \\hut loull;('lt hkt• n~t c ;,.,,.'llHi ( l.t\ •• ··"h·ntl..--.~t 
pa.t8.1J<'I to tht• aun• ,,( tht· h.trr.·l tn•m thtt c·att ul M l'"•lru"'"" 
on the b~h·••dt' oflht.• upptt -ft·t'dt:f'. StrtnU«tUIII t-ff<,rt.K httv~ 
cau8l.<d thetot• v. t'flt.t(·,. 11' lUll\ t•uncl.ln t .u t. 1-..: rt·rllll\ ,.,t I rum t lw 
t'annon Uut tht•' thd nut du wh1H rlnuhtlt·~• tfu·v ""''YI' mt.'ilnt 
to do lx•fore tht• J;rt,•rh (ll uw ru~h·d. (tll'tt• th,• l u··~·~·h t•lu.c ••UI M• 

lh ut t he hum.•l ~-.,uld ht• luudl'fl lmm tfw n•ur 
All or theM• PU.'<.'t'H uf (•vuh ·m·t•Jl\IJ.thl lldrl UJ) 11111\1 ... I h·· liH"l 

that the hm•rt~f iK thllt Hf II JIIHUIJ ul1l rt l1t"tl t'f i OUUU 'tlh II 

('Uriou~ tt\' tflt•m of Wt-clut•N rwur ilw ftn•t•ch Tlw 111llk•tt~mt 
IJi t..:orl• ur t:vidt•m•t•, llnWt•Vt•t , ill I IIIII IIUII'Ill •fnh ' \\hU'h finu 
nHld(' tht• J(U n th•ult•r r'Ntlill• hr·lhul NUmt•thiUI.( ltH trt' thnn u 
S(-oH('OlUd l'Uritl~ ity. !'4tUIIlJWfl un IIW hrt•t'('h IH'Urtht• j)rHHIIh ll~ 

vluJ! i•: 

-
"'' r.,z 

r'ili'!,~ I&:. I \ 

I ~·@ 

... , ' 
..-IGCR.E l . Thi~ paJft" (rum I h e JJhtte "i- u (tht• H P · ·t· • 
C"omi'IU~41'.,ro( Pcttrntl'{nrthf" \'f'rU '' c·un h un-, tht• du•~ 
gl'a.ID o(tbe 8 . 1-... . J~I~n patl'nl in th••upJk•rruthc .. hund 
rome r. 

l'xn;:-.r t:rl 
.\l'ft ~Til .... ~ .. ·, 

A C".beck ollbe Rt.j'JfJrl •I/-lit· ( · .. ,,..., '~""' 'u/ Pal•'f11• (•" lh• 
r.-or I~ fe'\: eals tha.t unl~ onot: p..att nt "'-h• '"'"..tun ch tt d att 
(ut" a f'i~.rmsdr\"'lCt.' It "·b palt•fU numb,.,. ll'"Jfi 1•1'Ut•l tu 

R F J~lsn Cur an .. lmpnnt•rntnl '" Htt<t"f'h luo~lln.: hu 
ct.tn'b• ""It -.as th~ .J,~t~ n p.tU·n& -.huh Elt I h t\t1" Jlut• h t~tot,.f 

.. and adapted for u.....:• 10 ... 1 ... m.tU nOtotl t tnrt~·" 
Jn a h.-utr to l'res•dt·nl l.im .. .Jn Y-nthn un S.·t•hmlt4·t .!1 

Jh&l, Thay("f Ud\l$f.'t"l tht.' Hfl(ltniJ'.llhttO uf I 4tlllfl•llll4"" uf 

M1ldters anned with tv.t.>nt~· Hf tht·•t• \\t·.ttH•tu•. 'Ahu·h ht 
elaamed. combint.>d tht- ~td\"llnt~tt:t."t' u( trlllh·r\ urhllnf,uttr\ 
rifl~. So light in W CIJ(h t c ht• t·1111rnt'(l tht•\' \\ •·•uht'41m ut "'IHh 

thmJ.C like 20(J or 2'l5 pounds- (fUih' un untl!·rt· .. llmutt•f thnl 
t ht•y could be pulll-d i ntnJJIUt't•lty mNI r•Hiuor 1 hun hm~''" muj 
ftHHill:tiJlhfl t thE."y (.'(IUJd ht'l)lttt'(>tJ ~ ~~" \\ ht•l't'U T1f11·111.tU mufti, 
t ht• 1-:llswurth Guns m•vNtlwJt.~w ri r••d u tol'\ t•nh~·n uun( v luall 
n dh;um cr nf t hn .'"t' mil~ Cut Chrt't' r l t.·~r(~'" t•lt•\'HIImH. thul '"· 
nrtillPry Hnd not inf~nlry rnn j.(t•, l\l ur,•m ••r, unl y u ""'nll ttutH 
lwr ufnwn wAs r(.oq uirl'fl tt1 tlpt•rnlt• t ht• lo(1111M l h1•tlitluul 1'111 \ llr•• 
d~cly how ~moll a r't Ulhh<•r), m l rl 1 h1•\ \'t1UI1I ''IUtll \ J.t••t ul I 
t w t•nt y ruund~ ~r m inult•. 'l'h:t:<t't'r J{H\'t' ttM l11,o~ ill !.In~"" \\'tl 
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FIGUHE 5. T his <: l o.s~-uv IJh Qt ognllJh of th e nu1zzlc 
shOW$ th e l'i fli n~ {visi bJe a l t he edge o f the shudowA at 
lh e low er· 1·ig h t uf Lht! lmrc). 

lnrd'.s Hvtel in Washin~wn. and he had dc:mbt.lesscmlwduwn 
from MHs$>aChu$CtL-. li• lohb~· for tht purcha~c of tlw Ells· 
, .. •orth c.·annon - at whnt h~ c.•laimed w~•s l:l very liJW pri¢4.', 
especially when COmJnu·ecl to '•rrlinary field m·LIIlcry. 

Thayer, an ex·COJ\J..,.tressman and n rnuvcrick l{cpublitAn 
who had voted for l.irl('oln':; n<)minuliun Rl tlw Wi~wnm. hm.l 
some inlluence. 'l'hn"(> d~ty~ laH•r r .i nooln drew \If) a rnemoran· 
dum for purchase of"(w(>nty t(l.IO~ •••• ma_d('t' f!ual. (•r supvrior 
to tht' Ellsworth J:Un" at-S:350<'ach. l.inc:·oln noted thRt I he .:un 
had YCC('ntly b<."<'n (>Xhihitrd ttl him. The twenty cannon.t' wc:r!> 

munuractured in 'l'hayer'::; hom(" town. WorC('Ster. 
Massachusetttl. by L. W, Pond at thc-fact.ory or Goddard, Hice 
& Company. Some improvrmcmfs were made em the model 
LirH'oln had seen. b«ause Charles Kingsbury. who cxumincd 
the guns in November for the Army, reported that the .. Ciu)• 
non rifles'' we>re~uperior to what he had sc<:n before· with Lin· 
coin. ·rhe jmprovemt"nts wrre wide-raru .• ring (:nuugh for 1 •. W. 
Pund to cla im that tht•cannon was hi~ own invC'ntion. urso. tH 
Jeast. Thi! Scieoti/ic Am(•rh·an rt-portcd in lloc<'ntbtr. 

The barrel under dil!<'ussion her·e has no other idcmifyin~ 
nmrk:s than thOJ;t' already mentjoned - except the num.cral 
"f.' ' which ~lJ)fXmn; in fivr diff<·rcmt phl<'C'..S on th~ ba1·rct This 
numeral. ira ~E'riHinumbtr. is con~istent with thc~mallnum· 
ber or ca.nntlOS known to huve been producfd. \Vhi l€'in ll~c-l(il 
provid<.'S no t'Ondu~ivc cvidt>nt'P. it nt le~1st doe~-; not hnve to be 
v~plain~,~J uway, t\~ a higher n umhC;>r, in the hundreds. sa.,\'. 
would have to be. The dr,•ict,• on the sideorthe brl'och "i>l>osit" 
the wedgeti i~ not m•mtioned in u.ny uf the literatur<> nn th(' 
f:llsworth Gun. but it 1niuht be a portuf a~hchtin.rdevitt· . .l>l'r· 
hnp~ nddc-!(1 a.~ illl ilnJ>rnvtm<·nt by 1 .. W. Pund. 

The positive s>ruor of the identily of the b~-trrcl still lies im· 
mobile in lh«: brc<>th. Only the sysh:m of rinJ.!t-t. pin, and <'CJilC' 
will provide tiUft.' id('nti 11<.-fltion for the Ellsw~•rth (-;un. fori t is 
distin):{u i~hl;'d h:y il::J B. F .• Jrn;ly n·JH•tented hrecch devil'(•, 
f."ronJ a ll other Oul ward uppean,n('e:;., however. thi~could w<-11 
be the lonJ.t·lol:it Ellsworth C':mnon. If it is, it is a sig-udici.HH 
artifact for f.in('oln student~ la.s well a:i militnry hi~turinns 
~md Studc•nts of the history of t\meriNlll lC'4.'hJ\OJugoyl. 
Abraham I ,incoln ~ms t'> h;.tve b(-cn Vf'ry keen un tfw Hule 
C'annon's possibilities. ~nd when a ~1 r. l lcgun ,•i:..:itt-tl him 
Inter, the P •·esident imaruct«< Col(lllel Gt.."OI'~<·l>. Hwt\$UY w 
"show him ()ll(' or the little brt•t.'Ch .. Jonding l'HilllUihi I ).!ht of 
Hon. Eli Thayer." It wa~ c1uitc <H\ im,ov.-'ltiv._, r>iN·t· of 
weaponry. and Prt:-;ident UrH·oln h<ld pt~n;unally S\'('11 111 •t~ 
acceptance by the Army.t•Vt.·n h1 tht~ p()inl ,,r drtawi ll)! UJ) the· 
tt•rms or the rontr<ltl and, em l)t--ccmb(•r :~. l~HI. $iJ;rrlttlJ{ tht\ 

manufactul't·r·s hill fot ~~I J.X7. ·•1 advise th:u tht-> ahov•• ••<·· 
count b<' p:ticl. A. l.inc·oln." 

F IG URE 6. The all -impo1·tant pat· 
cnt mat"k tlppears. alas. jn a n 
awkwaa·d p lttce. It is just abov~ Chc 
lu·e e (;h plug. Eal'ly clwn~t·;;; of the 
barre l apr>a•·cntly damttg'(.'<l the 
mark i n u ·ying to n:m<) v~ the plug. 
The ··T" i s pt-.wtly obl itca·atcd. as is 
mosl o f the "8 ": howe vt!t·. thl! 
beginning.!; or both of the loops in 
lhc "8'. aa·e v isibl to o n the s ide n cur 
the ··z··. 
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