Bulletin of The Lincoln National Life Foandation . . .

Dr. R, Gerald McMuariry, Editer
Published each month by The Lincoln Notional Life Insuranee Company, Fort Wavee, Indiana

Number 1591

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

September 1970

EPHEMERAL POLITICAL EMBLEMS

Today one rarely meets more avid collectors than those
whose gquest is the ephemeral political emblems of all
our Presidential campaigns and even the off-vear con-
grezsional elections, Collectable items include tokens,
medals, ribbons, pins, badges, election tickets, buttons,
flage and parade paraphernalia. However, it appears
that only the more advanced collectors of political
ephemera seck !Iitha%rnphs and broadsides. Perhaps the

litical prints puoblished by Currier & Ives, Kellogg,

agnus and others became collectors’ items long before
the cheaper paper, cloth and metal emblems of politics:
however, it was only about twenty-five years ago that

P T T T T

. SN ST —
AL A IO TN AL IR TR PR Y VY e T

L FWLRE, AR

T AN

From the Lmealn National Life Foundation
James K. Polk was President of the United States when
Lincoln served his one term in Congress. Congressman
Lincoln was never politically friendly to the Democratic
administration of “The Young Hickory” whom he con-
sidered to be hovering under the military coat-tails of
Andrew Jackson, the “Old Hickory.” This colored print
was published by N. Currier, 2 Spruce St., N.Y. in 1844,
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From the Lincoln Nabonal Life Foundation
Zachary Tavlor, of the Whig Party, defeated Lewis Cass
of the Democratic Party by 39,555 popular votes. The
electorial vote was 163 for Taylor amnd 127 for Cass.
Taylor's victory over Cass was a preat personal satis-
faction for Lincoln. This colored print of Cass and But-
ler was published by N. Currier, 152 Nassau St., Cor.
of Spruce, N.Y. in 1845,

the political broadside began to achieve record prices
when placed on the market.

Dayle Dewitt in his privately published book en-

titled A Century of Campaign Buttons 17898-1859 has
stated that “Abraham Lincoln has had more medals
struck in his honor than any other president or presi-
dential candidate, with the possible exception of Wash-
ington." Even if the “exception” were true in 1959 when
Mr. Dewitt published his book, it is not likely true today.
From collectors' lists the compiler has attributed sev-
enty-six medals and tokens, excluding metal varieties,
a3 being from dies connected with the 1860 eampaign,
and eighty-one with the 1864 campaign.
_ The Foundation’s collecting interests in this field are
limited to the Lincoln presidential campaigns of 1860
and 1864 and those earlier electionz when Lincoln playved
the role of voter, elector and receptive vice presidential
candidate, Of coursze, our interests embrace the de-
feated candidates as well as those who were elected.
In fact, this article has been written to establish a
vehicle for the editor to publish for the first time in
Lineoln Lore some rare campaign lithographs of suc-
cessful and defeated candidates, acquired over a period
of many years by the Foundation's staff.

Lincoln’s first presidential vote was ecast for Henry
Clay on November 5, 1832, In the presidential campaign
of 1836 Lincoln publicly announced his political position
in an open letter to the editor of the Sangame Jouwrnal
(June 12,1836} that “if alive on the first Monday in

Continied on Page 4
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Presidential Campaigns Indicating
Lincoln’s Participation

1532

Demecratie (Democratic-Republican) Party Nationsl Hepublican Party Independent Party Anti-Masanic Party
Andrew Jackson, Tenn.
Martin Van Buren, N.Y. Henry Clay, Ky. John Floyd, Va. William Wirt, Md.

John Sergeant, Pa. Henry Lee, Masa. Amos Ellmaker, Fa.
Lincoln voted for Henry Clay on November 5, 1832

1836
Whig Part
Democratic (Democratic-Republican) Party Fnrldml.lii Clnl!’idl.l,u
Martin ¥an Buren, N.Y, William Henry Harrison, Ohio
Richard Mentor Johneon, Ky. Hugh Lamsen White, Tenn.

Daniel Webster, Mass.
Willie Person Mangum, N.C.

Vice Presidential Candidates
Frances Granger, N.Y.
John Tyler, Va.
William Smith, Als.
Lincoln voted for Hugh L. White on November 7, 1836

1840

Whig Party Liberty (Abolitionist) Party Democratic Party
Wiltiam Henry Harrisen, Ohio James Gilllspie Birney, N.Y. Mariin Van Buren, N.Y.
John Tyler, ¥a. Thomas Earle, Pa. Richard Mentor Johnaon, Ky.

There in no record that Lincoln voted in this presidential election, even though he worked vigorously for the Whig ticket as an Illinols elector.

1844

Whig Party Liberty Party Demoeratic Party
Henry Clay, Ky. Jamer Gillisple Birney, N.Y. James Knox Polk, Tenn,
Thomas Frelinghuyson, N.J, Thomns Morris, Ohlo George MiMlin Dallas, Pa.

There I8 no record that Lineoln voted in this presidential election, even though he worked vigorously for the Whig ticket ns an 1linols elector.

1848
Whig Party Free Soil (Democratic) Party Democratic Parly
Zachary Taylor, La. Martin Van Buren, N.Y. Lewis Cans, Mich.
Millard Fillmore, N.Y. Charles Francis Adams, Mass, Willlam Orlando Butler, Ky.

Lincoln took part in s vigorous campaign to elect the Taylor-Fillmore ticket. Lincoln woted for the Taylor-Fillmare ticket oo November 7, 1848

® ® ®
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Democratie Party Frea Boil Party Whig Party
Franklin Pleres, N.H. John Parker Hale, N.H. Winflald Seott, N.J,
Willinm Rufus De Vane King, Ala. George Washington Julian, Ind. Willlam Alexander Graham, N.C.

There I8 no record that Lincoln voted in this presidentinl election,

1856
Republican Party American Party Democratic Party
John Charles Fremont, Calif. Millard Fillmare, N.Y. James Buchanan, Pa.
Willinm Lewis Dayten, N.J. Andrew Jackson Donelson, Tenn. John Cabell Breckenridge, Ey.

Lincoln was considered for the vice-presidential nomination at the Republican convention in Philadelphia and received 110 votea on an informal
ballot. Om Movember 4, 1856 Linecsln voted for the Fremont-Dayton tie ket

1860
Republican Party Democratic Party Democratic Pariy
(Northern Demoerats) (Southern Democrats) Constitutional Union Party
Abraham Lincoln, 1L Stephen Arnold Douglas, 1IL John Cabell Breckenridge, Ky. John Bell, Tenn.
Hunnibal Hamlin, Me. Herschel Vespasian Johnaon, Ga. Jdoseph Lane, Ore. Edward Everett, Mass.

On November @, 1880, Lincoln voted for the Lincoln-Hamlin thekit.

1864

Natlonal Unlon Parly

Hepublican Pariy) Democratic Party
Abraham Linealn, 101 George Brinton MeClellan, N.Y.
Andrew Johnson, Tenn. George Hunt Pendleton, Ohio

There in no record that Lincoln woted in the election of November 7, 1864,
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November (Tth), I shall vote for Hugh L. White for
President.” While White, a United States Senator from
Tennessee, ran a good race in New Salem, Springfield
and Sangamon County, he received the electoral wotes
of only two states, Tennessee and Georgia.

There iz no record that Lincoln voted in the preziden-
tial election held on November 2, 15840. However, as an
electoral candidate he did more stumping for Harrizon
and Tyler than in any other previous campaign. Harri-
son, though elected, did not carry Illinois, thereby de-
priving Lincoln of casting a wote as a prezidential
elector, Nevertheless, Lincoln never forgot his first taste
of national politics.

In fact, Lincoln never cast a vote as a presidential
elector, even though his political leadership was further
recognized by his being made a presidential elector for
Henry Clay in 1844, During this campaign he addressed
groups in Illinois and near hiz cld home in Indiana.
Polk's victory over Clay in Illinois amounted to 23,392
votes, There is no record of Linecoln voting for Clay on
November 5, 1844,

Lineoln entered the national political arena on De-
cember 6, 1847 when he took the oath as an Illincis Whig
congressman. He remained in office one term, which ex-
pired on March 5, 1849. While in Congress, Lincoln was
always the politician, and on July 27, 1848, in a speech
on the “Presidential Question,” Lincoln made an auda-
cious political attack on General Lewis Cass who was
being groomed by the Democratic party for the presi-
deney. Lincoln answered the charge that the Whig
party had taken shelter under General Taylor's military
coat-tail, by asking the “Gentleman from Georgia,” who
made the charge, if he had “no aequaintance with the
ample military coat-tail of General Jackson? Does he
not know that his own party have run the five last
presidential races under that coat-tail? And that they are
now running the sixth, under the same cover. Yes szir,
that coat tail was used, not only for Gen. Jackson him-
self, but has been clung to, with the grip of death, by
every Democratic candidate since?™

In Lineoln's attack on Cass he referred to “the mili-
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Fram the Limeoln National Life Faindation
LEFT. The Republican Banner For 1860 which features the candidates Abraham
Lincoln and Hannibal Hamlin, This colored print was published by Currier & Ives,
152 Nassau St., N.Y. in 1860, RIGHT. Grand, National Union Banner for 1864
which features the candidates Abraham Lincoln and Andrew Johnzonm, This
colored print was published by Currier & Ives, 152 Nassan St., N.Y. in 1864,
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tary tail you Democrats are now engaged in dove-
tailing onto the great Michigander” and in the course
of his ludicrous speech, Lincoln revealed something
about his own political nature that few freshmen con-
gressmen would dare utter in public. He said,

“Mr. Speaker, if I should ever conclude to doff what-

ever our democratic friends may suppose there is of

black cockade federalism about me, and thereupon they
shall take me up as their candidate for the Presi-
dency, I protest they shall not make fun of me, a=
they have of Gen. Cass, by attempting to write me
into & military hero."
Did Lincoln aspire to be President asz early as July
27, 18487

Iaring Lincoln’s term in Congress he was active in
the presidential campaign for the Whig ticket of Taylor
and Filmore, even going to the extent of 8 New England
speaking tour. In 1848 the slavery issue had mnot yet
developed inte the burning problem it would become a
decade later, and Lineoln had no compunctions against
soliciting Whig votezs for & slaveholding presidential
candidate,

Lincoln’s next brush with national politice and po-
litical fame was in 1856 when he received 110 votes
on an informal ballot for the wice presidency of the
United States, This distinetive honor came to Lincoln
without any effort being put forth on his part; con-
sequently, it cannot be described as a political defeat.

Historians have erred in stating that Lincoln received
1100 votes on the first ballot at the Republican Na-
tional Convention at Philadelphia in 1856 for the vice
presidency. Lincoln's 110 votes were received on an in-
formal, unofficial, preliminary ballot. The first formal
official ballot nominated William L. Dayton unanimously,
Neverthelesz, Lincoln waz now a hopeless wvietim of a
virulent form of presidential brain fever which would
permeate hiz political thinking the rest of his life.

While little new c¢an be written about Lincoln’s
presidential campaigns in 1860 and 1864, it has un-
doubtedly ecome as a surprize to & great many readers
(See Lineoln Lore No. 1567 “Lincoln And The Vice
Presidency,” September, 1968) that Lincoln possibly “as
late as the opening of the
Chicago convention (May 186,
1860) was still firting with
the wice-presidential possibil-
ity.” The fact that Lincoln was
nominated for the prezidency
on the Republican ticket of
1860 in no way nullifiles the
belief that he would have
accepted the vice-presidential
nomination if the Chicago dele-
gates had nominated Seward,
or Chase, or Bates, or Cam-
eron for President.

Another fact that presiden-
tinl campaign collectors have
to remember about the 1864
campaign is that Lincoln was
re-nominated for the presiden-
¢y by the National Union con-
vention in Baltimore as the
leader of the National Union
party, although politicians
gometimes forgot and reverted
to the term “Republican.” The
issues of the campaign were
union and disunion, freedom
and slavery, and war and peace.
The coalition ticket embraced
Andrew Johnson as a candi-
date for the vice presidency—
a politician with Democratic
antecedents. )

The results of the pro-Lin-
coln political efforts of both
the 1860 and 1864 campaigns
are too well-known to be dis-
cussed apain; however, these
remarks and the accompany-
ing chart may have provided
some little known facts for the
collector of presidential cam-
paign ephemera,
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