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Places, Villages, Towns and Cities 

Where Lincoln Lived And Visited 

In his day Abraham Lin<oln was a 
widely traveled man. lie journeyed as 
far north a• Milwaukee, &I fur south 
as New Orleans, as fAr west at Coun· 
eil Bluffs and as far enet a1 Boston. 

Be made two extensive trips into 
New England in 1848 and 1860. Dur­
ing the firot trip he ctlmpalgned for 
the Whig party and Znohnry Taylor, 
and the second trip was in the int~rest. 
of hi• candidacy for the preeldcntinl 
nomination and the Republicun Pnrt.y. 

Lincoln took only one real vncntion 
in his entire life when, necompanitd 
by 1\J r&. Lincoln, he went to Nlngnra 
Falls, New York. On July 24, 1857 
they were registered at the Cator!let 
House, and while there tho future 
President may have stepped on Cana­
dian soil. 

Mn. Lincoln in a letter to Emily 
Todd Helm, dated September 20, 1867, 
alluded to this eastern trip as fol­
lows: uThe summer has ao strangely 
and rapidly pa""ed away. Some por­
tion of it was spent moat pleaunt1y 
in traveling East," Mary Lincoln con· 
tinued: "I often laugh &. tell Mr. 
Lincoln that I am determined my next 
huoband shall be rich." The editors of 
Lincoln Doll 811 Dv.v commented. "This 
throws light on Lincoln's mysterious 
eastern trip, suggesting fleuure tour 
taken on strength o large !ee 
($4,800.) won !rom Illinois central." 

During Lincoln's lifetime he visited 
twenty states and the District of 
Columbia. Ao would be ex]><Cted, he 
was most familiar with the State of 
illinois. He literally eriucroued it 
from one end to the other, and he 
visited some towns and eitiea so ofttn 
that no effort has been made in thia 
compilation to enumerate the number 
ol his visils. Only the date of the first 
visit is recorded. 

Lincoln must have been a good 
traveler, using the primitive lacilit.iea 
of stage coaches, railway t.raina and 
steamboats, to any nothing of boy­
hood travel by foot, horse and ox­
cart. 

Certainly his two ftnt-bont trips to 
New Orleans must hnvc been C~xcit.ing 
and filled with adventure. Riding the 
Illinois cireuit with congenial judges 
nnd lawyers from one Court 1-louac 
town to another wos likely the hap­
piest experience of his life. SpeHking 
tours were probably enjoyed except 
for meetin(C schedules, and grnppllng 
with the tssuet of tho day before 

critical audient"es. To be sure, tbe 
oeven debates with Stephen A. Doug­
Jae and the ensuing senatorial cam­
paign was no picnic. 

The inaugural tour of 1861 was one 
of anxiety and tension ending with 
t.hrenta of assassination. As President, 
Lincoln vi&it.cd his generals on several 
occasions, utilizing water transport&· 
tion which must have afforded some 
pleasure: and he visited General Win­
tlcld Scott at West Point, New York, 

T iml' l r tn •els In dh"er iJ pnces with 
fli" f'rli 1wrsons . I ' ll ••~ll you who 
TinHi: nmhlt•s wilhnl, who Time 
lrott wllhnJ, who Time «allops 
whhnl, and who he s tnnds etilJ 
wilhnl. 
Shake11pear~A• Ynu Like l l 
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J"rom tltt~ l~i"«J'" Natk>Mol t~ife Potutdoti.on 

Uncotn resided in the ,.mage of New 
Salem, Illinois, front July, 1831 until 
April 15, 1837. 

traveled to the battlefields of An­
tietam and Gettyoburg and finally 
paid a visit to Richmond, Virginia, 
near ~he end of the Civil War. 

It is difficult to learn o! the mony 
places Lincoln visited with his father 
on their migrations westward, ond the 
towns and cities where he may hnve 
stopped along the Mississippi River 
when he made his flnt-boat trips to 
New Orleans, and the eommunitaoa ho 
saw or visited during the Block Hnwk 
\Var. Then, too, ns n deputy eurvcr,or 
he would often trnvel a hundred nulcs 
away from home to surv0y a pint ot 
land or lay out a town. 

In the Campaign of 1866, Lincoln it 
reported to hnve oaid thnt he made 
over fi!l;y speeehe• and his speaking 
itinerary for that year has never been 
thoroughly defined. 

Some of the towns and communities 
that Lincoln visited have completely 
disappeared while other towns and 
communities in the areas he t:ravelcd 
have developed into important. places 
after he was there. 

Jn 1860, when Lincoln was eleded 
to the Presidency there were thirty­
four states in the Union. Dr. Louis 
A. Warren has pOinted out in LiK· 
colrt Lore No. 248, January 8, 1934, 
"PlacH Lincoln Visited/' that ~"The 
population of the United States in 
1860 was 26~706,42.5," and the ataUa 
visited by Lincoln contained about 
two-thirds of the total number of 
persons listed in the census. 

Some of the places listed in thit 
compilation have little im~rt.ance 
(some may not C\'tn be in ex11Unce), 
and in several instances probably 
should not have been included. For 
example, Sinking Spring farm 1809, 
Knob Creek farm 1811, Hurricane 
Township !ann 1816, have been in­
eluded because Lincoln lived at these 
places until the age of 21. Then, too, 
Lincoln spoke in groves, ot croll 
roads, at farms and nt township 
corners which were important geo .. 
graphical locations in his dny, but 
which have little signiflcnnoe todny. 
However, these places have been in· 
eluded in thitt eompilotion in order to 
make it as complete 88 possible. 

It hoa been n difficult tusk to <om­
pile the places, villages, towns nnd 
cities where Lincoln lived nnd visited. 
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From the Li'u:oht Notional Life Foundation. 
'rhe Firs t Printed ~lap or Springfi eld, l ll inoi8. From E. H. 
'llnll'8 Springfield City Directory and Sanj(amon County Ad­
\'trtiser Cor 1855·56. 

Tho Li11<0l11 Doy By Day - A Chron­
oiO(!V 1809-1865 hu ~en the chief 
tool In this undertaking: however, 
other sources have been utilbed when 
considered necessary. 

Of course, the compilation is in· 
complete, and except for glaring omis.­
siona (whith would prove embarrass­
ing) the editor is eager to learn or 
other platet where Lincoln visited. 

Conneeticut 
Bridgeport, 1860 
Hartford, 1860 
Meriden, 1860 
New Raven, 1860 
New London, 1860 
Norwich, 1860 

Delaware 
Wilm ington, 1848, 1864 

Albany, 1836 
Albion, 1840 
Allenton, 1836 
Alton, 1840 
Amboy, 1858 
Anna, 1858 
Athens, 1834 
Atlanta, 1866 
Auguata, 1858 

Illinois 

R. G. M. 

Bartell's on Sugar Creek, 1838 
Bath, 1838 
Beardstown, 1832 
Belleville, 1840 
Bement, 1858 
Berlin (Old B~rlin), 1838 
Blandinsville, 1858 
Bloomington, 1838 

Carthage, 1839 
Casey, 1840 
Centralia, 1858 
Champaign (Sec Urbana) 
Charleston, 1841 
Chicago, 1847 
Chipps, 1830 
Clinton, 1839 
Colburn's Mill, 1838 
Cotton Hill, 1836 
Clary's Grove, 1834 
Dallas City, 1858 
Danville, 1840 
Oeeatur, 1830 
Delavan, 1846 
Dixon, 1832 
Edwardsville, 1858 

El Paso, 1858 
Equality, 1840 
Evanston, 18GO 
Fountain Green, 1858 
Freeport, 1858 
Galena, 1832 
Galesburg, 1858 
Grand View, 1866 
Greenup, 1847 
Greenville, 1858 
Hanover, 1843 
Havana, 1882 
Hennepin, 1846 
Henry, 1846 
Highland, 1858 
Hillsboro, 1843 
Huron, 1836 
Hutsonville, 1830 
Jacksonville, 1838 
Jamestown (Riverton), 1831 
Joliet. 1856 
Jonesboro, 1858 
Kellogg's Grove, 1832 
Kewanee, 1858 
Knoxville, 1858 
Lacon, 1846 
La Harpe, 1858 
Langston's Settlement, 1847 
La Salle, 1854 
Lawrenceville, 1830 
Lincoln, 1863 
Lovington, 1830 
Lewiston, 1868 
Mackinaw, 1846 
Macomb, 1858 
Macon County •'arm, 1830-1831 
Magnolia, 1848 
Marshall, 1840 
Martinsville, 1830 
Mattoon, 1858 
Mechanicsburg, 1836 
Melrose, 1830 
Meredosia, 1868 
Metamora, 1844 
Middle Lick Creek, 1847 
Monmouth, 1834 
Monroe City, 1830 
Monticello, 1850 
Morris, 1858 
Mount Carmel, 1840 
Mount Pulaski, 1840 
Mount Sterling, 1868 
Mount Vernon, 1840 
Naples, 1854 

Buffalo Grove, 1832 
Camden (Postville)~ 1846 
Campbell Furm, 1836 
Canton, 1868 
Carlinville, 1840 
Carmi, 1840 

Ft"<»n the Lincoln Notiom:tl Life Foundation 
Chi<ago, Illinois, (Circa 1860), Published by Charles Magnus & Co. 

Carrollton, 1854 



Nelson, 1830 
New Boston, 1834 
New Salem. 1831-1837 
Oakford, 1836 
Olney, 1856 
Oquawka Junction (Gladstone), 1858 
Oregon, 1856 
Oregon City, 1856 
Ottawa, 1832 
Palestine, 1830 
Pappsville, 1832 
Paradise, 1830 
Paris, 1842 
Pekin, 1832 
Peoria, 1832 
Peru, 1847 
Petersburg, 1830 
Pittsfield, 1839 
Polk Patch ($elvin), 1830 
Polo, 1856 
Pontiac, 1840 
Portland, 1832 
Postville, (See Camden) 
Princeton, 1856 
Prophetstown, 1832 
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Quincy, 1854 
Richland, 1832 

Front the Lincoln Nation.al Lift: Foundation 

Roehester, 1842 Louisville, Kentucky, (Circa 1854), Published h)' Chari~ •1 & '" " agnus Co. 
Roek Island, 1854 
Rush\ille, 1832 
Salem, 1840 
Salisbury, 1836 
Sangamo Town, 1831 
Shawneetown, 1840 
ShelbY'illc, 1840 
Spear's Farm, 183G 
Springfield, 1832, 1837-1861 
Sterling, 1856 
Sugar Creek Meeting House, 1844 
Sullivan, 1847 
Taylorville, 1841 
Tolono, 1861 
Toulon, 1858 
Tremont, 1838 
Urbana, 1841 
Vandalia, 1834 
Varsell's on Sugar Creek, 1886 
Vermont, 1868 
Versailles, 1843 
Virginia, 1844 
Wapella, 1858 
Washington, 1848 
Waterloo, 1840 
Water's Camp Ground, 1838 
Waukegan, 1860 
West Union, 1830 
Willow Ford, 1830 

Winchester, 1854 
Yell ow Banks, 1832 

Indiana 
Bruceville, 1844 
Carlin Township, 1844 
Evansville, 1844 
Fort Wayne, 1860 
Gentryville, 1829, 1844 
Greensburg, 1861 
Hurricane Township Farm 1816-1830 
Indianapolis, 1849, 1859, 1S61 
I..afayette, 1861 
Lawrenceburg, 1861 
Lebanon, 1861 
Michigan City, 1855 
Morris, 1861 
Roekport, 1828, 1844 
Shclby\ille, 1861 
State Line, 1848, 1861 
Terre Haute, 1849 
Thorntown, 1861 
Vincennes, 1830, 1844 
\Vashington, 1844 

Iowa 
Burlington, 1858 
Council Bluffs, 1859 

Lexington, Kentucky, (Circa 
Companion. 

Fro··tn the Lincoln. National Life Foundation. 
1855), From Gleason's Pictorial Drawing~Room 

Kansas 
Atchinson, 1859 
Doniphan, 1859 
Elwood, 1859 
Leavenworth, 1859 
Troy, 1859 

Kentucky 
Big Spring, 1816 
Elizabethtown, 1816 
Frankfort, 1847 
Hardinsburg, 1816 
Hodgen's Mill, 1811 
Knob Creek Farm, 1811-1816 
Lexington, 1841, 1847 1849 
Louisville, 1841 ' 
Morganfield, 1840 
Roanoke, 1816 
Sinking Spring Farm 1809-1811 
Vine Grove, 1816 ' 

Louisiana 
New Orleans, 1828, 1831 

Maryland 
Annapo1is, 1865 
Antietam Battleground 1862 
Bakerville, 1862 ' 
Baltimore, 1848, 1861, 1863 1864 
Frederick, 1862 ' 
Indian Head, 1863 
Maryland Heights, 1862 
Point Lookout, 1863 
Relay Station, 1847 
Rockville, 1848 
Seneca 1848 
Sharpsburg, 1862 

1\·Iassachusctts 
Boston1 1848, 1860 
Cambrtdge~ 1848 
Chelsea, 1ts48 
Concord, 1860 
Dedham, 1848 
Dorchester, 1848 
Lowell, 1848 
New Bedford, 1848 
Taunton, 1848 
Worcester, 1848 

Michigan 
Detroit, 1848 
Kalnma>-oo, 1856 

Missouri 
Hannibal, 1859 
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Willoughby, 1861 
Xenia, 1861 

Pennsylvania 
Allegheny City, 1861 
Bristol, 1861 
Erie, 1861 
Gettysburg, 1863 
Girard, 1861 
Hanover Junction, 1863 
Harrisburg, 1861 
Lancaster, 1861 
Leaman Place, 1861 
Northeast, 1861 
Philadelphia, 1848, 1860, 1861, 1864 
Pittsburgh, 1861 
Rochester, 1861 

Rhode Island 
Providence, 1860 
Woonsocket, 1860 

Virginia 
Aiken's Landing, 1865 
Alexandria, 1862 

From. the. Lincoln Nationol IA/6 Foundat,ion. 
Aquia Creek, 1862, 1863 
Belle P~in 1862 
Bermuda H'undred, 1864 
Bolivar Heights, 1862 
Camp Hamilton, 1862 
City Point, 1864, 1865 
Falmouth. 1863 

Washington, D.C. and Vieinity, Published 1862 by Virtue & Co. 

Saint Joseph, 1859 
Saint Louis, 1881, 1841, 1847, 1849 

New Hampshire 
Dover, 1860 
Sxeter, 1860 
Manchester, 1860 

New Jersey 
Elizabeth, 1861 
Jersey City, 1861 
Newark, 1861 
New Brunswick, 1861 
Trenton, 1861 

New York 
Albany, 1848, 1861 
Amsterdam, 1861 
Batavia, 1861 
Brooklyn, 1860 
Buffalo, 1848, 1861 
Clyde, 1861 
Dunkirk, 1861 
Fishkill, 1861 
Fonda, 1861 
Garrison, 1862 
Hudson, 1861 
Little Falls, 1861 
New York, 1848, 1857, 1860, 1861, 1862 
Niagara Falls, 1848, 1857 
Peekskill, 1861 
Poughkeepsee, 1861 
Rhinebeck, 1861 
Rochester, 1861 
Schenectady, 1861 
Silver Creek, 1861 
Syracuse, 1861 
Troy, 1861 
Utica, 1861 
Westfield, 1861 
West Point, 1862 

Ohio 
Alliance! 1861 
Ashtabu a. 1861 
Bayard 1861 
Cadi• Junction, 1861 
Cincinnati, 1855, 1859, 1861 
CliJton, 1855 
Columbus, 1859, 1861 
Conneaut, 1861 
Corwin, 1861 
Coshocton, 1861 
Cleveland ,1861 
Dayton, 1859 

Dresden, 1861 
Frazeysburg, 1861 
Geneva, 1861 
Hamilton, 1859 
Hudson, 1861 
London, 1861 
Loveland, 1861 
Madison, 1861 
Minmiville, 1861 
Milford, 1861 
Morrow, 1861 
Mount Auburn, 185S 
Newark, 1861 
Newcomerstown, 1861 
Painesville, 1861 
Ravenna, 1861 
Salineville, 1861 
Spring Grove Cemetery, 
Steubenville, 1861 
Toledo, 1860 
Uhrichsville, 1861 
Walnut Hills, 1855 
Wellsville, 1861 

1855 

Fort Darling, 1864 
Fortress Monroe, 1862, 1864, 1865 
Fort Wool, 1862 
Fredericksburg, 1862 
Hampton, Virginia. 1862 
Hampton Roads, 1865 
Harper's Ferry, 1847, 1862 
Harrison's Landing, 1862 
Loudoun Heights, 1862 
Mount Vernon, 1862 
Norfolk, 1862, 1864 
Patrick Station, 1865 
Petersburg, 1865 
Richmond, 1865 
Winchester, 1847 

Washington ,D. C. 
Washington, D.C., 1847, 1848, 1849, 
1861-1865 

Wisconsin 
Beloit, 1832, 1859 
Janesville, 1859 
Milwaukee, 1848, 1859 
Whitewater, 1832 

Alexandria, 
Fro»l th• Lincoln Natumal Lif• Fou>tdatiott 

Virginia, Published 1863 by Charles Magnus. 


	LL_1969-08_01
	LL_1969-08_02
	LL_1969-08_03
	LL_1969-08_04

