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Lincoln The Night of His Assassination

Earlier thizs wear the national
ress and numerous magazines
ave carried a great many articles
concerning Lincoln's elothing worn
the night of his fateful assassina-
tion. The recent acquisition of
these wvaluable relics (called by
one writer, a4 “macabre” collec-
tion) by the Ford's Theatre Mu-
seum has prompted the editor to
review our file on this topic dating
back to the year 1935 when the
elothing was offered for sale to the
Lincoln National Life Foundation.

The clothing was originally ac-
quired by Alphonse Donn, (some-
times spelled “Dunn”) as a gift
from Mrs. Lincoln, shortly after
her husbands death. Donn was
one of four police officers as-
signed by William B. Webhb, Chief
of Police of the Distriet of Co-
lumbia, to act as a special guard
for President Lincoln. The other
officers were John Parker, Alex-
ander Smith and Thomas Pendel.
Donn's assignment appears to
have been that of door keeper or
usher at the White House, al-
though there is some indication
that he may have accompanied
Lineoln during some of his travels.
Apparently, this doorkeeper was
held in high regard by the Lin-
colns and on March 2b, 1865, by
telegram from City Point, Vir-
ginia, Mrs. Lincoln requested
Donn to “Ask Cutbert why my
telegram of yesterday has not
1|w!|-31 answered).' Reply immediate-
y-

On April 1, 1865 Lincoln wired
Donn from City Point, Virginia
to “Have Burke the Coachman
have the elose (sic) carriage at
arsenal wharf at eight o'clock
Sunday morning without fail and
remain until Mrs. Lincoln arrives
which will be about that time."

Even Robert T, Lincoln must
have had a high regard for Donn
because on May 22, 1865 he wrote
on Executive Mansion stationery
the following recommendation:
“The bearer, A. Donn, has at-
tended the door here for some
time and has given entire satis-
faction. I would cheerfully recom- (Left to right) Iowa Congressman Fred Schwengel, president of the U.8. Capital
mend him for a similar position Historical Society; William Rightsell, attorney for Mrs. J. Marion Smith: Mr.
in any of the Departments.” Donn  Henry Liebschultz, executive secretary of the ATA Foundation, Ine. and Seeretary
hud_ no difficulty in retaining his  of the Interior Stewart L. Udall examine the assassination clothing of President
position as he served in one capac- Lincoln in the museum of the Ford's Theatre.
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ity or ancther at the White House continuously through
the different administrations down to and including the
administration of President Grover Cleveland.

The clothing, all of which may have been made for
Lineoln’s second inaugural in March 1865, that was pre-
sented to Donn consisted of a silk hat, fur collar piece,
tie, overcoat, coat, vest (with a slit in the side which ma
have been made by the surgeons) and trousers. The gift
resulted from “his devotion and faithful service to the
President,” and as “a token of appreciation for his zer-
vices, and owing to his great love and respect for the
President.” The =ilk hat and fur collar piece were later
given to friends by Donn, The black silk eravat or stock
measures 143 inches indicating Lincoln’s collar zize. The
label on the tie is marked “Napoleon tie."

About ten days or two weeks after the assassination
Donn invited a group of his friends to his home to view
the relics, and after his arrival from the White House,
they were put on display. From an affidavit executed by
Bridget A. Rainey (Donn married a sister of her hus-
band) on May 15, 1920 it is evident that Donn received
the gifts the day his friends pathered in his home to
examine his acquisitions,

It iz believed that Mrs. Lincoln suggested to Donn that
he lend to a Mr. Wilzon, an artist, the clothing for a
brief period which would be returned to the owner when
Mr. Wilsoni no longer required the parments. In order
that Mr. Wilson would comply with the request that the
clothes be returned to Mr. Bunn, Mrs. Lincoln wrote out
the following order:

The suit of clothes used by Mr. Wilson will
be delivered to Mr. Dunn, when he no longer re-
quires them.

Mrz. Lineoln

May 20th, 1865.

On March 18, (1867) Mrs. Lincoln wrote Donn about

the suit of clothes which was then in the possession of
Mr. Wilson:

FRIVATE

Chicago, March 18th,

M. Dann

Mra. Welles writes to my son Hobert in regnrd to the sult of elothes
I gave vou—and which have been in the possession of Mr. Wilson the
artist. She desires them for a Miss Vinnle Ream, an unknown person,
who by much forwardness & unladylike persistence, obinined from
Congress permission o execute s statue of my husband, the ate
President. From her inexpericnce, 1 judme she will be unable to de
this, in a Taithful manner. For your devoted mttentions fo President
Lincoln, T gave you those clothes, and. after the loan you hote made
of them without you see proper, you nesd not let them go farther.
]l_lﬂiiiﬂ them always, In memery of the best nnd noblest man that ever
Tl

You will understand me, when 1 saw that it iz wow time for you
to claim them, and you need feel under no obligation to allow them
to pass out of your possession nt this fime. Let me hear from you
on this subject when you receive this letter — amd show this lelter
to o one — only barn it T feel as 1 gave them to you — 1 can dictate
a little about them. Write on receipt of this. What you say will not
be mentioned — a2 | rernain your friend.

Mra. Lincoln
Use wour owm diseretion about lending the elothes but as thoy

are & gift from me you are under ne obligation to vield them intn

ul'hrrl hands. Al thiz you will understand. 1 do not wish my name
mentioned in it. Write me all about it.

Burn this and mention contents o no one.
PRIVATE

Donn looked favorably upon Miss Vinnie Ream’s (who
afterward married General R. L. Hoxie) request for the
use of the clothing, as he wished to assist her in model-
ing the statue of President Lincoln which Congress had
commissioned her to make, Wishing to solicit Mrs. Lin-
coln's approval, he wrote her about the matter and re-
ceived the following reply:

April 2nd, &7
Mr. A. Donn

I write you In haste, merely Lo say that vou ean nel ns ¥ou plenas
in the matter, This Miz= Ream. iz an entire stranger to me and mine

amd 1 expest very inexperienced in her work, but 1 trust very
sincerely, she may suceeed.

1 remain your friend.
Mrs. A. Linealn

Before receiving Mrs, Lincoln's letter Donn made ar-
rangements for Mr. Wilson to send the President’s elothes
to Miss Ream having received earlier the following letter
from a Mr. Rice:

4
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At the age of 19 Vinnie Ream was authorized by
Congress to make a heroic statue of Abraham
Lincoln, which was to cost $10,000. On January
25, 1871 the marble statue was unveiled in the
rotunda of the Capitol. This particular photo-
graphic view reveals the type of clothing Lincoln
wore the night of his azsassination.
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Niew York City,
Mareh 15, 1B47.
My dear Sir:

I hove seem Mr, Wilkkon today and he has promised to semd the
elothes to Mizz Heam by express within two or three days, [ think we
will semd them but 1 will keep Mre, Lincoln’s order until I know they
are rectived and then send it o you. 1 heve written to Misz Ream
thut they will e sent to her, nnd nek her to inform me if they are
not received by the middle of next week. | shall be in New York
mgnin within & few wecks and will look further after the gentleman
then if he fails fo Fulfill his promize

Very truly,
odrs olé.
Riee
Mr. A. Donmn,
Executive Mansion,
Washington, . C,

When the sculpiress received the clothing, she signed
the following receipt:

April 2Znd, 1867,

Heceived of A. Dunn n full suit, consisting of coat, panis, vest and
stock, of Mr. Lincoln's clothinig.

Vinnle Ream

After Miss Ream returned the clothing to Donn, he
took great precautions to preserve the relics, realizing
that they were much more valuable than an ordinary
suit or overcoat belonging to the President.

Perhaps the black wool overcoat, tailored by Brooks
Brothers as well as the rest of the clothing, is the most
interesting item of the lot as blood stains appear on the
collar. In fact, in 1916 J. P, Turner stated in a letter that
all the clothing was “disfizured by blood.” Another in-
teresting feature of the overcoat is the dark silk quilted
lining embossed with the fipure of an eagle holding two
festoons in its mouth bearing the words “one Country,
one Destiny.” Thiz garment may have been a gift of
Brooks Brothers to the President. This firm indicated no
interest in the purchase of the eclothe:z when they were
offered for sale. The label in the overcoat bears the fol-
lowing words: “Brooks Brothers, Broadway, Corner of
Grand, New York." It has been stated that Lincoln,
shortly before being shot by John Wilkes Booth, threw
the overcoat over his shoulders because he felt cold.

Unfortunately the back and side of the overcoat have
been rather badly mutilated. When Donn kept the cloth-
ing at his home to show to friends and visitors, he dis-
covered that when his back was turned, strangers more
fanatical than reverent, would cut snips of cloth for
souvenirs. One day in particular (year 1876) after three
strangers had called, Donn discovered that they had
removed a large piece of cloth from the shoulder. There
were also some moth holes in the front of the fine woolen
broadeloth trousers (waist size 32), but they may have
been made while Lincoln owned them or while they were
placed in storage. Some shiny spots detected on the in-
sides of the knees of the trousers can be attributed to
horseback riding. The clothing since becoming the prop-
erty of the National Park Service has been r-estoreqf and
cleaned {we hope the blood stains have not been removed)
and iz now exhibited in the Lincoln Museum which i= in
the basement of Ford's Theatre.

Donn was offered $20,000 for the clothes by P. T. Bar-
num, of circus fame, but for sentimental reasons he
could not be induced to part with them. At the time of
his death, the clothes became the property of hiz son,
Frank W. Donn, and at his death tﬁay became the pos-
seszion of hiz wife, Mrs. Katherine A, Donn. Before her
death she Sg*a‘m the clothing to Dorothy K. Donn (Mrs.
J. Marion Smith), a granddaughter of the original owner.

On February 10, 1913, Dorothy Donn, residing at 829
Eleventh Street, N. E., Washington, D. C. wrote Mrs.
Vinnie Ream Hoxie whose Lineoln statue was by then
regBIrdﬂﬂ as a worthy piece of sculptural art, the follow-
ing letter:

828 Eleventh Sireel, N. E.
Washington, D, C.
February 10, 1913

Dear Mrs. Hoxie:

I read with great interest your article in last Sunday’'s Star of your
¥isits to Abraham Lincoln before his denth,

You will understand why I am so interested, when I tell you that
my father has the suit of clothes that you used when you made this
statue and we still have the receipt you sipned when my grandfather
loaned you the suit, signed by Vinnie REeam, your maiden name. Also
some letters from Mrs. Lincoln  regnecding  the suit. We still have
friends who ask to see the clothes oecasionally, but my father saye
when he was young, strangers would come every day to see them, and
one day mfter three men had left the house we discovered the out

side soat had o large picee oot from the shoulder. If von remember.
the eomt was worked om the imside lining with an eazle holding &
streamer in its hill with “one country, one destiny’ ns the motto,
and above it a lnrege shield.

In about the year 1574 my grandfather was offercd ten thousand
fdollnrs for them by P. T. Barpum, but he thooght too muoch of
Prosident Lineoln to sell them for that purpose. My father tried to
uﬂeldmnulm to buy them for the National Museom, but did not sue-
e,

I hope you will not think me forward in writing this to you, but I
Jjust had to tell you, as 1 am sure you must somotimes wonder what
had beeome of the suit. I asked my father if 1 coold write to you nnd
he gave his permission, so that and the interest in your acticle are
the reasons for writing to you,

If you would like to see the clothes again you can eall any after-
noon and my mother would only be too glad to ehow them to youo. 1
am g schoolgirl, twelve yenrs of age and would like ve much to
s the lady who made hersell famoos when she sculptured the great
atatue of Lineoln.

Your little admirer,
Dorothy Donn

In 1915 an effort was made by the United States
Government to purchase the assassination clothes. Mr.
Robertzs of Massachusetts, in the House of Representa-
tives, made an unsuccessful effort to secure funds by
introducing the following legizlation:

Gith Congress
Ist Bession — H. R, 4712,
In the House of Representatives
December 14, 1915,

Mr. Roberis of Massachusetts introdoesd the folbowing bill, which
WS Eﬁlrrﬂl to the Committes on the Librnry mnd ordersd 1o
primted :

A BILL

FProviding for the purchase of the suit of elothes worn by President
Lineoln nt tho time of his sssassination.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of Ameries in Congress assembled.

That there iz hereby approprinted, oot of any unexpended moneys
of the amount set aside for the construction and expenses of Rlc
Lincoln Memorigl, the sumn of $7.500 for the purchase of the sult of
clathes worn by the late President Lincoln st the time of his masassi-
nation in Ford's Theatre, in the eity of Washington, Distriet of
Columbijn, April 15th, 1865,

Bee. 2. That the chairman of the Lineoln Memorinl Commission is
hereby authorized and directed to make this purchase.

Probably the Massachusetts Congressman hoped to
lll'(.'_haEE the garments for display in the Smithsonian
nstitution. The bill did not pass, perhaps due to the
stirring signs of the war times that made Congress wary
about appropriating money for such purposes.

While the clothing was in possession of Mrs. Katherine
A. Donn, an effort was made to have the garments pur-
chazed by a group of patrons for presentation to the
Smithsonian Institution, as she was not in financial posi-
tion to donate them herself, but felt that was the proper
place for their safekeeping. Before such a project could
get underway, the Smithsonian had to be assured of their
genuineness and the officials of the institution com-
municated with Robert T. Lincoln, who was then living
in Georgetown, Washington, D.C. While the nature of
Robert Lincoln’s communications (his original letter is
said to be in the files of the Smithsonian) are not on
record, the Smithsonian indicated that it would accept
the garments as being genuine and authentic, Due to the
failure of Mrs. Donn's attorney to obtain a sufficient
amount in subscriptions to underwrite the purchase of the
relics, this matter was never consummated,

As Mrs. Katherine A. Donn, sometime before her death,
was very much in need of funds, she was induced to place
on sale at auction in Philadelphia, Pa., the garments in
question, This was an auction of historical items, and
she received the assurance of the auctioneer that she
would be protected if the fixed minimum price she placed
on them was not obtained. The auction on February 19,
1924 was held in the galleries of Stan V. Henkels & Son,
1304 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. The highest bid by a
mysterious stranger named Mr. Douglas was $6.5600 for
tli:e clothing and that was a bid to protect the interest of
the owner,

Before her death Mrs. Katherine A. Donn presented
the clothing to her only daughter, Dorothy K. Donn, who
before leaving Washington placed the relics in a large
national bank wvaunlt for safe keeping. Occasional mes-
sages were received from the bank that the storage
package was suffering no deterioration. Later, the cloth-
ing was placed in a bank vault in Greensboro, N. C.

{(To be continued in the December issue)
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GILLETTE, DON CARLE 1967-33
He made/Lincoln Laugh/The Story of /Dan Rice/by/
Don Carle Gillette/ An Exposition-Lochinvar Book/Expo-
sition Press (device) New York. [First edition, copyright
1967 by Don Carle Gillette.] (Fiction)
Book, eloth, 814" x 5%, fr., 170 pp., flos., price $5.00,

HYND, ALAN 1967-34
Arrival: 12:20/The Baltimore Plot Against Lincoln/

(picture) /by Alan Hynd/Nelzson. [Copyright 1967 by

Alan Hynd, published by Thomas Nelson & Sons, Cam-

den, N, 1.]

Book stiff boards, Bl x x 5%", 127 pp., illus., price $3.50,

LINCOLN MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY 1967-35
Lincoln Memeorial University Press (device)/Winter,

1967/ Vol. 69, No. 4/Lincoln Herald/A Magazine devoted

to historical rezearch in the field of Lincolniana and/the

Civil War, and to the promotion/of Lincoln Ideals in

American/Education. [Harrogate, Tennessee.]

Pamphlet, flexible boards, 1074 x T~ pp. 151-215, illus., price $1.00.

1968

MYERS, JAMES E. 1968-2

The Astonishing Saber Duel/of Abraham Lincoln/By
James E. Myers/Illustrations by Betty Madden, after
sketches by Mary Flatt/(Quotation from Aristotle)/
Copyright by James E. Myers, 1968/ Springfield, Illinois
{ Lincoln-Herdon (sic) Building Publishers/1968, [Printed
by Publishers Printing House, Inc., Berne, Ind. 46711]
Pamphlet, flexible bonrds (red), 87 x 67, 40 pp., fr., illus, price $1.00.

MYERS, JAMES E. 1968-2v
The Astonizshing Saber Duel/of Abraham Lincoln/By
James E. Myers/Illustrations by Betty Madden, after
sketches by Mary Flatt/ (Quotation from Aristotle) . . .
Copyright, 1968. By James E. Myers. All rights reserved.
[Springfield, Illinoiz/Lincoln-Herndon Building Publishers
(1968, Springfield, I1l. Feb. 12, 1968. [Limited edition,
T00 copies. No. 285
Pamphlet, fAexible boards (whitel. 107 x 7, 40 pp. fr, ilus,

SARUYA, KANAME 1968-3
LINCOLN NEIGEN SHU (Lincoln Quotations) by

Kaname Saruya, Published by Poplar-sha, Tokyo, Japan,

Jan. 1968. This is No. 14, Warld Famous Quotation Series

[Printed in the Japanese language.]

Rook, fabrikold, T8"™ x ﬂ'q‘;,". fr., 70 (2§ pipo, ills.

SIMON, PAUL 1968-4
Lincoln, the Postmaster/The text of an address by

State Senator Paul Simon/at Shawneetown, Illinois on

February 12, 1968/on the occaszion of the First Day of

Issue Ceremonies for /The Illinois Sesquicentennial Com-

memorative Postage Stamp. [Cover title]

Pamphlet, fexible boards, 934% x 7% (4) pp

SQUIRES, J. DUANE 1968-5

Lincoln's Todd In-Laws/By J. Duane Squires (Cover
title) Reprinted from Fall, 1967 Issue of Lincoln Herald.
Pamphlet. paper. 107 x 714", (8} pp.

BLUM, HERMAN 1968-6

The Divine Power In/Abraham Lincoln And/The Vast
Legacy He/Left For Mankind/An Address by /Dr. Her-
man Blum/Before/The Rodeph Shalom Congregation/
Suburban Family Serviee/Elkins Park, Pa. — Feb. 9, 1968
. . . Published by courtesy of/Blumhaven Library &
Gallery/4651 Leiper Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 19124/
Copyright 1968 by Herman Blum/ [Cover title]
Pamphlet, paper, 8% x 434", 18 pp.

B'NAI B'RITH 1968-7

Lincoln/And The Jews/ (picture)/Portfolic No. 1/Fae-
similes/of Notable Documents/in American/Jewish His-
tory. [Cover title] (Copyright 1968 by B'nai B'rith)
Folie, 12¥ x 8% contnins 14 separate sheets (with facsimiles of 7
letters mnd two petitions), Price £1.95.

CARNAHAN, WALTER 1968-8
Summer Journeyv/South/Walter Carnahan/(device)/

Adams Press/30 West Washington Street/Chicago, Il

60602/85 per copy. Send payment with order to/The

Midland Company/New Castle, Indiana 47362. [Copy-

right 1968 by Walter Carnahan] (Fietion)

Book, cloth, 8%" x 6%, 167 pp.. price $5.00.

CASHMAN, DOROTHY M. 1965-9
The Lincoln Tomb/ ( photo aph}fﬂﬁiﬁnrutglj' M. Cash-

man. [Cover title] (1968 ﬁ:r'rmted v Allied Printing,

Springfield, Illinois.]

Pamphlet, flexible bonrds, $14% x 534%, 25 pp., Hlos., price, $1.00.

COFFMAN, EDWARD M, 1968-10
Lincoln as Military Strategist/By Edward M. Coffman
/Madison/Lineoln and Davis: A Question of Education/
By William M. Lamers/Milwaukee/Addresses at Annual
Meetings/Lincoln Fellowship of Wisconzin/Madison /1966
and 1967/Historical Bulletin No. 23/1968. [Cover title]
Pamphlet, Rexible bonrds, 107 x 78", 22 pp.. illus, price. $1.00.

FORI'S THEATRE SOCIETY 1968-11
{ Photograph) /Inaugural evening at Ford's Theatre,
January 30th, 1968/“Some think I do wrong to go to the
opera and the theatre; but it rests me. I love to alone,
and yet to be with the Ewple‘ A hearty laugh relieves
me: and I seem better able after it to bear my cross."/
Lincoln/ [Cover title] {Ford’s Theatre Society, 510 East
g26th Street, New York, N. Y. 10028)
Pamphlet, Aexible bonrds, 7% x 81&%, (14 pp.. illos,

HAYMAN, LE ROY 1968-12
O Captain!/The Death of Abraham Lincoln/by LeRoy

Hayman,/Four Winds Press New York. [Copyright 1968

by Scholastic Magazines, Ine. Published by Four Winds

Press, New York, N. Y.]

Book fabrikeid, 315" x 5%%, 127 pp., illus, price §3.87.

ILLINOIS STATE REGISTER 1968-13

{ Picture) /Copyright by Mary Taylor Parkinzon/Ses-
quicentennial/ Album of/Lincoln Portraits, [Cover title]
{Illingéa State Repister, Springfield, Monday, February
12,1 j b

P;mphhvt, papsr, 143" x 11% 31 pp., Ml

LINCOLN MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY 1968-14

Lincoln Memorial University Press/Spring, 1968/Vol
70, No. 1/Linecoln Herald/A Magazine devoted to histori-
cal/rezearch in the field of Lincolniana and/the Civil
War, and to the promotion/of Lincoln Ideals in American
{Education./ . . . [Published by Lincoln Memorial Univer-
i}itgr I}’resn. Harrogate, Tennessee] (Sandburg Memorial
s3Ue

Pamphlet, fexible boards, 10%" x 794%, &9 pp., illus, price per single
copy, 2104,

LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE FOUNDATION 1968-15

Lincoln Lore/Bulletin of The Lincoln National Life

Foundation . . . Dr. R, Gerg!d MEMurfcr;.r. E:!lt-urf'Puh-
lished each month by The Lincoln National Life Insur-
ance Company, Fort Wayne, Indiana/Numbers 1569,
January 1968 — Number 1564. June 1968,
Folder paper, 11" x 8W". 4 pp., illus. Number 1558, Lincoln Lore
Index, Janunry 1968 : Mumber 1580, The S Hesolutions, February
1964 ;: Mumber 1561, Portraits of Abraham Lincoln Commissioned By
The Lineoln Mational Life Insurance Company, Mareh 1968 ; Number
1562, Lincoln's Funeral In Cleveland, April 1963 ; Nuomber 1563,
Robert T, Lincoln Letters, May 1968 ; Number 1564, Most Significant
Lineoln Cartoons — Febroary 1965, June 1965,

LOWITZ, SADYBETH AND ANSON LOWITZ 1968-16
Barefoot Abe/(portrait)/A Really Truly Story By/
Sadybeth and Anson Lowitz/with illustrations by the
latter/ (device) /Lerner Publicationz Company/Minnea-
poliz, Minnesota. [Copyright 1967 by Sadybeth and Anson
Lowitz — Revised editian—SacandyPrinl:ing 1968]

Brochure, fabrikeid, 714" x 884", (50} pp.. illua, $3.95 [Juvenile
literature]
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