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Portraits of Abraham Lincoln Commissioned 

By The Lincoln National Life Insurance Company 

Editor's Note: Over a period of many years The Lin· 
coin National Life Insurance Company has commissioned 
several of the nation's leading artists to make portraits 
of Abraham Lincoln. Most of these have been used in 
national magazine advertising and have appeared in 
color. Hundreds of thousands of prints from the origi
nals have been distributed to those persons reques~ 
ing copies for framing. (Copies are no longer available 
as the supply has been completely exhausted.) These 
portrails have taken the form o( charcoal drawings, 
scratchboard drawings, water colors, oil paintings, etch· 
ings and engl'avings. 

The. Hrst Lincoln picture used by the insurance com .. 
pany was the famous photograph taken in Mathew 
Brady's Washington gallery on Tuesday, February 9, 
1864 (M-85 & 0-92). On August 3, 1905 Robert T. Lin
coln, writing from Manchester, Vermont, to Mr. Arthur 
F. Hall, one of the founders of The Lincoln Life, made 
the following statement: 

"Replying to your note of July 28th, 1 find no 
objection whatevar to the use of a portrait of my 
father upon the letterhead of such a life insurance 
company named after him as you describe; and I 
take pleasure in enclosing yout for that purpose, 
what. I regard as a very gOod pnotograph of him.'' 

With the need of a more elabol'ate portrait of Lincoln 
fol" calendars and other advertising purposes, the Com .. 
pany purchased from T. Hamilton Crawford, an English 
artist, a water eolor portrait of Lincoln made from the 
Brady photograph of February 9, 1864. Crawford, to 

make the portrait more pleasing, added a bookcase filled 
with books, the bindings of which appear in many colors. 
This portrait has likely enjoyed a more permanent ad .. 
vertismg value to the Company than any othe.r ever pur. 
chased. 

Sometime during the early years of the Company, a 
sketch made of the famous William Edgar Marshall en
graving (See Uncol>t Lore, No. 691, August 5, 1940) 
was widely used in newspaper and magazine advertising 
nnd on calendars and letterheads. 

In 1934 the insurance company began the commission· 
ing of artists to p1-ovidc portraits and pictures to depict 
different events in Lincoln's life that would be in bar .. 
mony with the advertising copy provided by public re· 
lations experts for national advertising. The first pro
ductions of this kind were four charcoal drawings by 
M. Leone B1·ackar depicting "Lincoln-Indiana Boy," 
uuncoln and His Mother," uLincoln at Gettysburg" and 
uLincoln As President." 

Since 1934 Lincoln portraits (some of which have been 
used in literature and on letterheads) by Welsh, Leyen .. 
decker, Cal'ter, Mizen, Cornwell, Baker, Nuyttens, Cal· 
villo, Let.tick, Altekruse, Beall and Riley have been com. 
missioned. Their works, a long with the above .. mentioned 
early portraits, arc reproduced in miniature in this issue 
of Lincoln Lore, which will serve as a check li8t as wen 
as add to the pictorial interest of the bulletin. Sec 
IAucolu Lore Nos. 384, 392, 424, 436, 449, 602 and 1513 
for additional information on this topic. 

R.G.M. 

Sketth made rrom the William Y...dwaf\'1 Mar• Water t'OIOr porlrait of Llntoln b1 T. Hamil· Lin~oln-Jndiana Boy 
by bl. Ltone: Bradttr 6"hall en.c-ravlnt of Abraham Lincoln. U>n Crawford, the etltlltb artl.tt. 
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Lincoln And His Mother 

Lincoln AI Ceuysbure 

LINCOLN LORE 

by M. I.Aon~ Bratlttr 

Lin('(lln 
By William P. Wellh 

A Crut 1-"rltnd To I,.iUie 
C'hilct"n 

bt J, C. Lfo)'t:ndedttr 

Llntoln Dr WJUiam P. Wf,bh 

Lintoln By William P. Webh 



LINCOLN LORE 

lAn('Oin Vhitinl' The WoundC!d by Pruttl Carter 

Uni"Uin And Son ''Tad" by t-~redu'id: Miun 

Abr-&ham Lincoln-Tht Uunut Cl~rk 

Lincoln 

Unto In 
by Pltrn NuyttC'na 

Lincoln"• ••arewtU To Ui• 
Stepmothu by f'rf'd~riC'k ~liun 
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by f!T'ntst Hamlin B•ker 
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Llnroln 
b)' Rernle Ltttlfk 

The t'111ou.1hllu1 Lln(Oin 
by Ktnneth RU•,. 

Llnt'Oin rn Brady'• S tudio 

\ 

~. 

"" c. c. S..ll 

br C. C. Bull 
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