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Was Andrew Johnson Present at
Abraham Lincoln’s Deathbed?

The charge was made by the political enemiez of Vice
President Andrew Johnson that he did not visit Abraham
Linealn on his deathbed the fateful night of the assassi-
nation. The only member of the Cabinet who did not call
was Lincoln's Seecretary of State, William H. Seward.
He was almost fatally stabbed at the same hour Lincoln
was shot, by one of John Wilkes Booth's conspirators.

Perhaps sixty-five people, at one time or another, for
one reason or another, visited Lincoln while he lay upon
hizs deathbed. Thesze vizitors were members of the family,
personal friends, government officials, clergymen, doctors,
soldiers, servants, politicians and curious bystanders who
somehow eluded the guards.

The rumor still exists today that Johnson was so de-
void of personal sympathy and so lacking in political
acumen that he was guilty of this serious breech of
etiguette. Many people believe this, despite the fact that
the Washington Ster of Saturday, April 16, 1865, men-
tioned the Viee President as being at the President's
bedside at one time during the night following the great
tragedy. However, one ingenious Linecoln biographer has
explained that the Star reporter, being on the outside
of the house where Lincoln died, heard or assumed that
Johnson was present with the Cabinet.

Corporal James Tanner, who lost both legs at Second
Bull Run, studied stenography and he was summoned

from his room next to the Peterson House where Lincoln
lay dying to take stenographic notes on the first ex-
amination of the witnesses of the assassination. The
assassination oceurred on the evening of Good Friday,
and on Easter Sunday in a letter to a friend, Tanner
mentioned that the Vice President was present. Yet,
confronted with anti-Johnson evidence years later (he
died October 2, 1927} “Mr. Tanner subsequently came
to believe, . . . that he wasz mistaken about Johnson's
having been there.”

On the other hand, it is alleged by some that Johnson
did visit Lincoln’s deathbed, but that “his condition and
conduct were such as to increase Mrs. Linecln's grief,
and that he withdrew.”

Senator William A. Stewart of Nevada, in his “Rem-
iniseences” edited by G. R. Brown and published in the
Saturday Evening Post in 1908, stated that “Andrew
Johnson had been drunk a month, was ‘in with the con-
spirators’, did not know of the President’s death until
geven or eight o'clock next day, when Stewart, Stanton,
Chief Justice Chase and Foote woke him!"” Furthermore,
it was alleged “that Stewart went to Johnson's rooms
at the Kirkwood House, roused him from a drunken
sleep, took him to the White House and Stanton sent
for a tailor, 2 barber and a doetor”. Thiz last statement
can be easily refuted as Johnson did not cccupy the White
House until May 25, 1865.

One Lincoln biographer had the impression that if
Johnson had actually wisited Lincoln's deathbed, espee-
ially in a condition of intoxication, we would have more
evidence on the subject.
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From the Lincoln National Life Foundation

Signatures (note that of Andrew Johnson) appended to the statement *We the undersigned visited the late President Lincoln at his bedside dur-

ing his last hours, We have sinee sat for a likenoss o bo

expressly in the composition of the historical painting of that event, designed by

John B, Bachelder and painted by Alonzs Chappel,”” These signatures appeared in an advertising broadside for the Bachelder-Chappel print “*“The

Lust Hours of Lincaln,*"
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From the Lincoln National Life Foundation

Ihe, Willinm E. Barton who wrote The Life of Abraham Lincoln.

Bolehs- Merrill Company., 1923, was of the opinion that ﬂ:ll'l:'.I this pic-

ture of Lincoln®s death shows Andrew Johnson present. The bhiogs

rapher stated (Yol 11, pages 343-344) that “*He is standing alone near

the hend of the bed and appears (o0 have been inserted as an afiers

thought,” This picture is in Baymond®s Life of Lincoln. The print

ba=nrs the title **The Death of Abrabham Lincoln = April 15th, 18657
It was copyrighted in 1865 by Derby & Miller,

William E. Barton in his two volume biography, The
Life of Abraham Lincoln, 1925, stated that “there are
ten different contemporary pictures of the death of the
President; only one shows Vice-President Johnson pres-
ent, He is standing alone near the head of the bed and
appears to have been inserted as an afterthought. The
picture is in Raymond’s Life of Lineoln.”

Thiz statement iz not borne out h}r consulting the
pictorial files of the Lincoln National Life Foundation.
After making a study uf some fifteen lithographs nml

From the Lincoln National Life Foundmtion

This photographic print entitled “Death-Bed of Lincoln - April 15,
1865"" was copyrighted in 1866 by John H. Liulefield. John Goldin
was Lhe photographer and % m. r'rrr} the printer. Twenty-five peeople
are shown around the deathbed of which twenty=four are identified
us follows (left to right): Gov. Farwell (mentioned in this article as o
friend of Andrew Johnson ), See, Mo ulloch, Sec, Welles, Gen. Farns-
worth, Vice-President Johnson, Judge (e, Spraker Colfas, D
Spone, P, M. Gen, Dennison, Surg, ©. A. Leale, Mrs. Lincoln, Maj.
Juo: Hoy, Hobht. Lincoln, Senator Sumner, Sorg. €. 5. Tafe. D
Barnes, Surg, Gen.. Atk Gen, Speed, De. Crane, Sec. Usher, Rev, [,
Gwrley. Gen. Halleck, Gen. Auger. Sec. Stanton, and (aen. Meigs.

From the Lincoln ’\’uhumﬂ Life Foundation

A photograph of o print entitled *“The Death Bed of the Mariye
President Abraham Lincoln = Washington, Saturday Morning, April
15ih, 1865 at 22 Minuies Past 7 (0"'Clock, ™" Ths |lr]ll AN |ru||||l!'|-ﬂ1.
in 1865 by Currier & Is 152 M St New Yo een prople
nre ﬁ].LIhl"H'l' aroinmd 1 oln"s “anll Fi= b=l aunl are Ll i ] “I m= ["“-r_“q'l
(lefe tos right )y Gen Halleck., Gen. Meigs. Miss Horris, M=, Linesln &
son, Viee-FPees, Johnson, Surgeon. Me. ollas, Sumner, Capl.
H. Lincoln, Chiel Justice Chose, Sec. Mello . Burgron, Sec,
Welles, and Surgeon,

photographs of paintings of the Lincoln deathbed scene
it was found that Johnson was included in more than
fifty percent of them.

The most logical story of Andrew Johnson's activities
during the period between the aszsassination and the
death of Lincoln was written by former Governor Leon-
ard J. Farwell, Wisconzin’s first and only Whig chief
executive. For a time Farwell resided at the Kirkwood
House (now the present site of the Raleigh) where
Andrew Johnson had rooms. The former Wisconsin

A

From the Lincoln Nalional Life Foundation

This photographic print |!uh|||l-hﬂ| by Alexander Cardner in 1866 is
incarrectly dated A 16, 1865, Andrew Johnson is included among
the twenty people v Ihr picture bears the title *“The Last
Moments of Lincoln.'

Governor became acquainted with the Viee President and
occassionally passed an evening with him. Farwell’s
reminizcences, now the property of the Wisconsin State
Historical Society reveal that he attended Ford's Theatre
on the Evening of Apr]] 14, 1865, not to see the play,
“Our American Cousin,” but to get a glimpse of the
Sixteenth President and his party. The theatre was
located two blocks from the Kirkwood House.

Immediately following the assassination the former
governor believed, and rightly so, that there was a con-
spiracy to take the lives of all the government officials,

Lt

Frowm the Lineoln Nalional Life Fowndation

A photograph of an original print bearing the title *[Deaih Bed of
Abraham Lin l|n = Hed April 15, 1865.7" All eleven persons shown
aroind Lincolns bhedside are idenitlfied as follows (lefi to rlghil:
Hee. Stanton, Sec, Welles, Rev, Dr. Gurley, Surg. (ien. Barnes, Mrs.
llnru-lrl Robit. Lincoln, Andrew Johnson, A, Suminer, See, Denn-
isom, Chief Justice Chase, and Sec. Usher. This print was Puhll-hﬁi
by J. H. Magee, 305 Walnut Street, Philadelphin, Pennsylvania W ho—
ever drew this quaint print - |ml-ﬂ1ll\- sulfered no gualms in
ing Andrew Johneon st Lineoln®s deathbed,

-

which would inelude his friend the Vice President. Rush-
ing with all possible zpeed to Room 68, Mr. Johnson's
room, he related the tragic mews. Meanwhile, guards
were placed around the Kirkwood House. Momentarily
Johnson was overwhelmed with the tragic news, but
quickly recovering his composure, he sent Farwell on
a mission to see personally both the President and Sec-
retary Seward. This was no easy task but apparently
the governor accomplished his mission and returned to
report to Johnzon. Thereupon, Johnson resolved to see
the President himself. Buttoning up his coat and pulling
hiz hat well down over his head, the Vice President re-
quested Farwell to accompany him,

Meanwhile, the residence of Johnson became a foecal
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From the Lineoln Naliomal Life Foundation

A photograph of an original print bearing the title *“Death of Presi-
dent Lineoln at Washington, I €., April 15, 1865, The MNation's
Martyre,"” OF the twelve persons depicted in this picture elesen are
identified as follows (left to right ): Chase, C, 1., Sec, MeCollech, €Gen.
Halleck, Chas., Sumner, Sec. Stanton, Sec, Welles, Kobt. Lincoln,
Swrgeron Gen., Mrs. Lincoln, Tad and Miss Harris. The print was
published in 1865 by Currier & Ives, 1532 Mossno S5t New York. [t is
lieliecved to e the first atate of the C & 1 print which later appedaced
with considerable refinements and o deletion of the head of Halleck
and the insertion of the head of Johnson on the same baody,

point of interest and Major James R. O'Bierne, provost
marzhal of the District of Columbia, ealled at the Kirk-
wood House. He, along with other friends, advised John-
son not to leave hiz hotel because of the danger, but he
was adamant. Thereupon, ("Bierne insisted on sending
a detachment of troops with the Viee President, but
Johnson would not listen to the suggestion. Johnson did,
however, azsk Major O'Bierne to accompany him and
Farwell — in a sense, to lead the way.

It was about two o'clock in the morning when the
future Seventeenth President arrived at Lincoln's bed-
side. The ecall, of course, was most distressing. The un-
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Fromm the Lincoln National Life Foundation
A photograph of an original print by Cuarrier & Ives. This print hears
the identical title to the ane mentioned above. It embodies many

relinements and corrections and depicts Andrew Johnson®s head on
the original bedy of General Halleck,

conscious Lincoln could speak no word to his successor
who was destined, in eight hours, to take the oath as
President. At the time of Johnson's visit all the company,
except the family, the Cabinet and a few friends had
departed. This may account for the reason General
Thomas W. Vincent and General Thomas F. Eckert posi-
tively insisted that Andrew Johnson was not at the
Peterson House at any time during the might.

In all likelihood Johnson's visit may have occasioned
some jealouzy on the part of the family, and some fore-
bodings of doom on the part of the Cabinet members who
were not yet ready to see the Tennessee politician in-
stalled in the highest position of the land.

After about half an hour, Johnson left and returned
to the Kirkwood House. The hour of Johnson's eall is
further established by the two-thirty o'clock, April 16th
edition of the Natiomal Intelligencer which carried the
statement that “The Vice President has been to see
Lincoln. . . ." Then, too, Senator Sumner of Massachus-
etts wrote to John Bright that “About two P.M. the Vice
President called at the dying President’'s bedside.” The
hour and date, furthermore, confirms the statement that
“D). Massey, a witness talked with Andrew Johnson a

From the Lincoln National Life Foundaiion

A photograph of n painting by Ritchie depicting twenty-siz peaple
aroumid Lineoln's deathbed., While Andrew Johnson was not ineloded
in this seene, his goosd friend Governor Leonard J. Farwell appears
among Lhose present,.  (See Hr,‘ﬁ
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From the Fincoln National Life Foundalion
Key ta the Ritchie p-inl:in- of Lincoln's deathlwed .
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From the Lincolm National Life Foundation

A photograph of an un'{:lirlll print bearing the title " Last Momenis of
President Lincoln = Washington, [N, C.. April 15, 1865.*° OFf Some
twenty=nine people present five are identified os (left o right):
Welles, Chase, Sumner, Robi. Lineoln., Gen. Halleck and Stanton.
This print bears the imprint of Buords Printe & Publishing House,
BI8 Washington St., Boston, Massschuseits.

A photograph of an orginal pring bearing the title “Death of Pres-
ident Lincoln.” and dated April 15, 1865, (4 the twenty-three persons
present twelve are identified as follows (lefi o right); Sec. Welles,
4. Farmsworth, Justice 5, . CF ase. Surgeon Stone, Schuyler Colfax,
. M. Gen, Iennison, Charles Sumner, Surgeon, Gen, Mead., Surgeon,
{eren. Halleck nnd Secretary Stanton,. This print was lithographed by
Ed. Mendel of Chicago and was published by J. H. Comphell of Chicago
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half-hour after he returned from the deathbed.” John-
gon's visit was also confirmed by both Jones and Savage
who wrote biographies of the Seventeenth President.
The most convincing evidence that Andrew Johnson
visited the dying Lincoln is to be found in a document

R

From the Lincoln National Life Foundation
A photograph of an original print which bears no title and does not
idrntil’j‘ |I||lnr jrresani, Nll AR rrlll-l*|ﬂ||“ll||: .*“!Il‘l“ﬂ' ]ll!\llm:lll AfrHare

in the picture. The print was copyrighted in 1'% by H. H. Altschwager
of Minneapolis, Minnesota,
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rom the Lineolm Natiomal Lif
A photograph of the original print bearing the title *The Lost Mo-
ments of Abraham Lincoln President of the United States.” The
twelve men are ddentified as follows (left 1o I‘d,ﬂhl]: Dennison, Halleck,
Chase, Maj. Andrews, Stanton, Sur, Gen. Barnes. Pelerson, Gen.
Summner, Welles, Robt. Lincoln, Speaker Collfax, and Maj. Gen. Meade,
The print daied Apeil 15, 1B65 was designed by Jos. Hoover and was
printed by L. M. l{mnthll.. 327 Walnut Stireet, Philadelphia, Penn,
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From the Lincoln National Life Foundation

The key to the painting “The Last Day of Lincoln. ** Several differences
can be detected between the engraving and the painting, the most
notable being that of Mes, DVxon (No. 17).

signed by the President attesting to the fact. The docu-
ment is in the form of a broadside advertizsing for sale
the photographic reproduction of “The Last Hours of
Lineoln™, a picture designed by John B. Bachelder and
painted by Alonzo Chappel.

The document states “that we the undersigned wvisited
the late President Lincoln at his bedside during his last
hours. We have since set for a likeness to be used ex-
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From the Limeoln Natiowmal Life Foundolbion

The key to the engraving *“The Last Hoors of Lincoln™ wos first
published ns an advertisement in lsaan N, Arnold®s book Skerches
af the Life of Adbraham Lineoeln which was published by John H.
HBachelder, 59 Beekman Street, New York. B89, It is understosd, of
eoiirse, Lhal all fortv-seven persoms present did not call st the bhed-
side ot the same Lime.

pressly in the eomposition of the Historieal Painting of
the event, designed by John B. Bachelder and painted by
Alonzo Chappel.” Andrew Johnson's signature heads the
list of forty-three names.

Bachelder arrived in Washington from New York City
on thg night of Lincoln’s death and his design bears the
date of 1865. The Chappel painting bears the date of
1868. The advertising broadside reveals, if the key to
the painting is studied, that four people present did not
sign the document; namely, General Henry W. Halleck,
Mrz. Lincoln, Dr. Lyman Beecher Todd, her cousin, and
of course, Abraham Lincoln.

Halleck was said to have been one of the few men in
the room when Lincoln died. Immediately following Lin-
coln’s death, Halleck no longer Chief of Staff, was
ordered to Richmond, Virginia, to take over the depart-
ment there. However, he was in Washington long enough
to represent the Army at the Lincoln funeral service.
Apparently, Halleek did not sit for a speeial photograph
to be incorporated into the Chappel painting as did
Andrew Johnson who has a position of honor (rocking
chair) in the picture.

Why was Johnson accused of such a breach of eti-
quette? Why did the story circulate that the future
President was too intoxicated to call at Lincoln's death-
bed; that while he was “hors de combat" that he had to
he slicked up to be presentable when he took the oath of
President? This was nothing more than malicious elab-
oration of Johnson's unfortunate condition the day he
was inducted into office as Vice President. This rumor
was to initiate a whole series of wvicious political attacks
by the Radical Republicans who were trying to prevent
Johnson from carrying out President Lincoln's mild and
reasonable policies of reconstruction.
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