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THE FUNERAL OF WILLIE LINCOLN

On Monday, February 24, 1862, the funeral of Wil-
liam Wallace Lincoln, the eleven year old son of
President and Mrs. Abraham Lincoln, took place at 2 P.M.
in the East Room of the White House. During the service
the body lay in the adjoining Green Room. The Rev. Dr.
Phineas D. Gurley, the pastor of the New York Awenue
Preshyterian Church, officiated, and
hizs remarks were “Skillfully ex-
tended . . . s0 as to afford consolation
to the heart of every sorrowing par-
ent present.” Dr. Gurley was fol-
lowed in the funeral service by the
Rev. Dr. John Smith, the pastor of
the Fourth Presbyterian Church, then
located on 9th Street between C and
H Streets. Mrs. Lincoln was so grief
stricken that she was unable to at-
tend the funeral.

Willie’s illness had been a long
drawn out siege of bilious fever, an
intermittent fever assuming a ty-
phoid character. In the 1860's there
was much medical confusion in dis-
tinguishing between malaria, ty-
phoid and pneumonia. Willie and his
brother Tad both became ill in early
February of 1862, but the eleven
year old son's illness was more criti-
cal because about two years before,
he had suffered scarlet fever “and
probably acquired therefrom an un-
appreciated damaged heart or kid-
ney” and could not resist the infee-
tion.

The Washington press reported al-
most daily the fluctuating disease:

February 10 — “Willie iz reported
much better today, but Tad is
thought to have contracted the same
illness."

February 11 — “President gives
'ﬁretty much all of his attention’ to

fillie and Tad who are ill.*

February 12 — “President spends
much time with sick son Willie.”

February 14 — “The children
{Willie and Tad) we are glad to say
are on the mend."”

February 15 — “Reception at White House due today
iz omitted in consequence of the continued illnezs in the
family of the President.”

February 19 — “Willie continues critieally ill though
somewhat easier than yesterday.”

Willie died on Thursday, February 20, at 5 P.M.
Shortly thereafter, Lincoln sb.:apped by his private secre-
tary's office and said, “Well, Nicolay, my boy is gone —
he is actually gone,” and bursting into tears he went into
his own office. Immediately after Willie died, Lincoln
sent his earriage for Senator and Mrs, Orville H. Brown-
ing. Mrs, Browning came to comfort Mrs. Lincoln and
the Senator was placed in full charge of the funeral
service.
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William Wallace Lincoln

Born December 31, 1850
Died Februnry 20, 18562

Preparing the child’s body for burial was Browning's
first concern. The body was embalmed on February 22 by
Doctors Brown and Alexander, who were assisted by Dr.
Wood. The work was done in the presence of attending
physicians Dr. Stone and Dr. Hall, Senator Browning and
Isaac Newton, The method of Sagnet of Pariz was uszed
and the results were entirely satis-
factory to the attendant friends of
the family. Extravagant claims
were made of the Sapnet process,
stating that the remains became a
“shell in effigy, a sculpture.” How-
ever, the critical Lincoln student will
not accept the eclaim that “the em-
balmers prepared the body so hand-
somely that the President had it
twice disinterred to look upon it.”
After the boy's body was embalmed,
the remains were placed in a metal
casket furnished in rosewood and
gilver.

On February 22, Senator Brown-
ing took the President's carriage
and drove out to Georgetown with
Willam T. Carroll to examine his
vault which he had offered for the
uge of the President’s dead son. It
is difficult to determine how this
offer of the use of the Carroll vault
came about. Carroll was for thirty-
five vears (appointed in 182T) the
Clerk of the United States Supreme
Court. He was the son of Charles
Carroll of Bellevue. As the Supreme
Court of that peried convened in the
shadow of the Senate Chamber, it is
possible that the Clerk of the Court
was well known to Senator Brown-
ing, even though they would have
had only one year to get acquainted.
Possibly a simple request or a direct
offer was made.

On the other hand, as suggested
by Miss Mathilde Williams (Curator
of the Peabody Library Association
of Georgetown) in her essay on the
funeral of Willie Lincoln, the Car-
rolls may have been long time friends of the Lincolns
through a Carroll-Sprigg relationship dating back to the
early months of Lincoln’s congressional career when he
with Mrs. Lincoln boarded at Mrs. Benjamin Sprigg's
rooming house on Carroll Row.

William T. Carroll married Sallie Sprigg, and in 1857
their son William Thomas, Jr., aged twenty-three vears,
died on January 19. A month later, on February 21, their
five wyear old son Howard Carroll died. The Carrolls
purchased Lot 292 in Oak Hill on March 5, and the first
interments in a new vault in the northwest extremity of
the cemetery, on a slope overlooking Rock Creek, were
made in May. In 1861 the remains of an infant son
named William Cuyler Carroll were also placed in the
vault.

Willie's death occurred two days before the nation



2 LINCOLN LORE

I-'.':.“. 'Ft

A ARLLIEETY

From the Lincolm National Life Foundation

The 18" x 38" chapel at Oak Hill Cemetery where the Rev Dr. Phineas D, Gurley repeated the “solemn
burial serviee” prior to placing Wille Lineoln's remains in the burial erypt.

would celebrate George Washington's birthday. On Feb-
ruary 21 the Cabinet met and adjourned, after reading
the “Journal”, because of the death in the President's
family. The Cabinet requested Congress to cancel the
illamination of the public buildings on February 22 out of
respect for the President’s family. On February 23 John
G. Nicolay wrote a memorandum to the effect that “At
night the city was partially illuominated, but the illumi-
nation of the public buildings having been countermanded
on account of the death of the President’s son, the show
was not so imposing as it would otherwise have been.”
During this holiday period the members of the Cabinet
and their wives called on President and Mrs. Lincoln.

On February 23 the body of Willie was viewed at the
White House by many friends of the family. However,
Mrs. Lincoln was inconsclable, and it was said that she
never entered Willie's sickroom again. While Willie's
body lay in state in the Green Room the undertaker
placed in his hands a bouguet of flowers, and before the
casket was closed Mrs. Lincoln requested that the flowers
be zent to her room.

The interior of the White House was draped with black
erepe. Ewven the great mirrors were covered with black
cloth. Fortunately, Tad Lincoln’s condition improved, and
on the day of the funeral he was no longer on the eriti-
cal list,

The funeral was attended by a large crowd including
Cabinet Officers, foreign ministers, members of Congress
and citizens in general who gathered in the East Room
for the funeral services. After the White House service
was concluded, Willie's remains were placed in a hearse
drawn by two white horses for the trip to Oak Hill on
the “picturesque heights™ of Georgetown.

Black horses drew the President's ecarriage. Lincoln
was accompanied by hiz son Robert, and by Senators
Browning (111.) and Trumbull (I1.). The funeral cortege
was made up of the [llinois congressional delegation, Viee
President Hamlin, the headz of government departments,
Major General George B. MeClellan, foreign ministers,
members of Congress and many private citizens.

Mizs Williams' essay provides the following informa-
tion regarding the route of the funeral cortege: “A long
sad procession moved slowly out of the White House
grounds into Pennsylvania Avenue. Going westward
along that thoroughfare it stumbled through the rub-
ble around the new bridge carrying an equally new aque-
duct over Rock Creek, and passed into Bridge Street,
Georgetown. When the head of the cortege reached Oak
Hill Cemetery by way of Washington Street it was found
necessary, because of the length of the line to route a
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part of the line along
Bridge Street into High
Street. Climbing the hill
up past the new High
Level Reservoir, it turned
into Road Street, and pro-
cecded eastward to the
cemetery, where the body
of William Wallace .
was to be placed in the
vault of W. T. Carroll, on
Lot 292"

Onee the procession ar-
rived in the cemetery, the
mourners proceeded to the
chapel where “the solemn
burial service” was re-
peated by Dr. Gurley, after
which the coffin was de-
posited in the ecrypt pre-
pared for it. All present
understood that this was
a temporary arrangement
and that eventually the
remaing would be perma-
nently deposited in Illinois.

The government offices
in Washington were closed
on the day of Willie's fu-
neral, and John G. Nicolay
made the statement that
this was *“the only time
probably that the death of
a child has been so ob-
served in the history of
our country.”

Mrs. Lincoln who was unable to attend the funeral
spent the next ten days in bed. It was with some diffi-
culty that her sister, Mrs. Ninion W. Edwards, who had
been summoned from Springfield, Illinois to comfort her
in her bereavement, finally persuaded her to put on her
mourning attire,

Oak Hill Cemetery, established 123 years ago, con-
tains the remains of several notable people such as John
Howard Payne, composer of “Home, Sweet Home;”
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Dogr to the William Thomas Carroll vault in Onak Hill Cemetery in
Georgetown where Willic Lincoln's remains were temporarily p
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Peggy O'Neale and her husband, Senator John H. Eaton,
a member of Jackson's Cabinet and a minister to Spain;
Edwin M. Stanton, Lincoln's Secretary of War; General
Jezse Lee Reno; Bishop William Pinckney; Philip Barton
Key, Uncle of Franeciz Scott Key: Reuben Dow (whose
gun barrel fences made of ordnance rejected in the Mexi-
can War still surround the Dean Atchinson, Illder and
Craighill houses) : James G. Blaine; General Uriah For-
est, the veteran of the Revolution; W. R. Singleton;
Colonel James A. Joyvee: and E. D. E. N. Southworth,
prolific novelist who lived and wrote in Georgetown until
her death.

MOSAIC LINCOLN MURAL

On September 26, 1963, at the time of the dedication
of David K. Rubins' Lincoln statue (see Lincoln Lore
Mo, 1510), a mosaic Lincoln mural was unveiled on the
south wall of the entrance lobby of the Indiana State
Office Building. The mural was created by Garo Z. An-
treasian, Indianapolis artist and advanced painting in-
structor at John Herron Art School.

The competition was judged by the same jury that se-
lected the Rubins statue. As Linecoln's relationship with
the State of Indiana has often been overlooked, it was
thought well that the works of art for the new State
Office Building should commemorate the fact that Lin-
coln had spent his formative years on Indiana soil.

The mosaic mural is majestic in scale. According to
the magazine Indiana Architect, October 1961, “The
south lobby wall of travertine marble was the logical
setting . . . , and the artist chose a mosaic mural to re-
spect and magnify the marble surface while relating the
mural to the mosaic used on the ‘drop’ ceiling running
the length of the lobby on the west side.

“Ornateness of style was avoided as being inappropri-
ate to the theme, and the mural was designed with a free-
flowing pattern vignetted against the travertine wall,
thereby avoiding a ponderous eiffect which would have

been detrimental to the expansive and airy character of
the architecture.

“A stylized map of the area of Lincoln’s bovhood forms
the framework for this pattern, and the conformity of
the Ohio River in the region was chosen as the unifying
e¢lement. The key geographic spots (such as Gentryville,
Pigeon Creek and the Anderson River) are simply de-
picted and serve as terminal points of Linceln's environ-
ment.

“Within thiz locus, significant epizodes of Lincoln's
vouth are depicted:

1. The Pensive Student (lower left): Lineoln sitting
on recently-felled logs, pondering a passage from a book
he is reading.

& 'l"ﬂ.kir‘_u.{_ Grain to the Mill (upper center): Lincoln
pictured riding his horse, with sacks of grain tied across
the horse's back.

3. Flat Boat Trip to New Orleans (center foreground):
Lincoln’s first venture into the outside world, and his
first close contact with slavery.

4. Backwoods Stump Speaker (far right): Practicing
the oratory for which he would later become famous,

5. The Statesman (upper left): This larger figure of
Lincoln as an adult overshadows the youthful episodes,
and implies the fulfillment of his youth."

Below the mural is the quotation, “Here 1 Grew Up."
This is followed by the statement, “Abraham Linecoln,
Our Finest Contribution to Civilization, Shaped on the
Soil of Indiana From Age 8 (T) to 21."

Mr. Antreasian executed the mural in Bysantine
Smalti, brilliantly-colored opaque glass particles measur-
ing approximately 3/8ths by 5/8ths of an inch by 1/8th
of an inch thick. This is the same type of material used
to make the famous mosaies of Bysantine times.

The mural iz roughly forty-five feet long by twenty-
two feet high. There are eighty-seven different hues
and shadings of the smalti. About 300,000 individuoal
piel:'fcﬁ of glass are incorporated into the finished art
work.

Absnbwm |dnsslay this § jmnoh Gomiribatiow b € dvilivat inm
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Photograph couriesy of (Faro 2. Anireasian

The mosaic Lineoln mural in the lobby of the Indiana State Office Building., Indianapolis. The incorrect age of 8 shown in the murnl has been

changed to the correct age of 7.
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CUMULATIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY—1963

Selections approved by n Bibliography Committee consisting of the
following members: Arnold Gates, 289 New Hyde Park Hoad, Garden
City, N. Y.: Carl Haverlin, ? Mnasterson Road, Bronxville, N. Y.:

E. B. Long. 708 Morth Kenilworth Ave., Oak Park, 1ll.: Kenneth A.
Baraard, Boston University, 725 Commonwenith Avenue, Boston 15,
Mnss, ; Wayne C, Temple, Lincoln Memorial University, Harrogate,
Tenn.: Ralph . Newman, 18 E. Chestnut Street, Chicago 11. IIL:
Willimm H Townsend, 310 First Nationnl Bank Bldg.: Lexington I,
K:Id ?:nd Clyde C. Walton, Illinois State Historieal Library, Spring-
field, INL

New items available for considerantion may be sent to the nbove
mddresses or to the Lincoln MNational Life Foundation.

CATTON, WILLIAM & BRUCE 1963-32
Two/Roads/To/Sumter/by William and/Bruce Catton/

MeGraw-Hill Book Company, Ine./New York Toronto

London.

Book, bonrds, R14" x 5% 285 (1§ pp., price $5.95.

ILLINOIS STATE HISTORICAL LIBRARY 1963-40
Illinois History (Device) My State Reader/Abraham
Lincoln/(Cut of cabin)/A Famous Birthplace/Once
there was a boy named . . . (Cover title).
Faolder, 8147 x 11%, {4} pp., illus, {Published by School Services De-
partment of the [llinois State Historical Society. Coples obtained
without charge from Centenninl Bullding, Springficld).
PETERSEN, SYEND 1963-41
The-’(‘etté)rsburgfhddressea.'”l"he Story of Two Ora-
tions/Svend Petersen/With Illustrations/(Device)/Fred-
erick Ungar Publishing Co./New York.
Book, cloth, 6%"™ x 8", fr., 172 pp.. illue, price §4 60,

LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE FOUNDATION  1963-42
Lincoln Lore/Bulletin of The Lincoln National Life
Foundation . . . Dr. R. Gerald McMurtry, Editor/Pub-
lished each month by The Lincoln National Life Insur-
ance Company, Fort Wayne, Indi-

ILLINOIS LINCOLN HERITAGE
TRAIL COUNCIL 1963-33
Illinois (Picture)/on the/Lincoln

Heritage Trail/ (Device)/The Heri-

tage trail/The Southern trail/The

Western trail. (Cover title),
Pamphlet, paper. 4 x 0%, 48 pp.. triple
folder on back cover with map and illus-
trations,

CASHMAN, GEORGE L. 1963-34

Little Known Facts/Abraham
Lineoln/and the/Civil War/ (Cut of
Lincoln) /Compiled and Edited /by/
Genrgiﬂ L. Cazhman/Published by/
Lineoln Center/Springfield, Illinois.

Pamphlet, flexible boards, 64" x B34", 4
T, price $1.040,

FRAZIER, CARL AND ROSALIE
1963-35
The Lincoln/Country/in Pictures

ture) [/ Hastings House Publishers
New York 22.

Book, eloth, 634" x 814", 96 pp.. illus.
firiee $3.50.

McMURTRY, R. GERALD 1963-36
A History of Elizabethtown,

MeMurtry's
Speaking Itinerary—I1964

Albuguerque, N. M., Jan. 10-13
Phoenix, Arizona, Jan. 14-15
El Paso, Texas, Jan. 16-17
San Antonio, Texas, Jan. 20-21
Houston, Texas, Jan. 22-23
Beaumont, Texas, Jan. 24-27
Fort Worth, Texas, Jan. 28-29
Dallas, Texas, Jan. 30-31
San Juan, Puerte Rico, Feb. 3-T
/by Carl and Rosalie Frazier/(Pic- St. Louis, Mo., Feb. 18-14
Springfield, Mo., Feb. 17-18
Kansas City, Mo.,
Denver, Colorado, Feb, 21-24

ana/Number 15606, August 1963 —
Number 1510, December 1963.
Folder, Paper, 54" x 117 4 pp. illuos,
Number 1506, The Antietam Afair —
Augrast, 861 ; Number 1607, The Literary
Contributions of Louin A, Warren — Bep-
termber, 1963 : Number 1608, Lineoln a-n.d
the Lively Arts — October, 1963 : Number
1500, Lincoln and the Lively Arts Part I
— Movember, 1965 : Number 1510, Robert
Lineoln's Favorite Photograph of His
Father — December, 1963,

LINCOLN MEMORIAL
UNIVERSITY 1963-43
Lincoln Memorial University

Press/Fall, 1963/Vol. 65, MNo. 3/

Lincoln Herald/A Magazine de-

voted to historical/research in the

field of Linecolniana and/the Civil

War, and to the promotion of Lin-

coln Ideals in American/Education.
l-mﬂlllm, flexible boards, T° x 107, 101164
[ L] L s,

MOCHIZUKI, M. 1963-44
Report No. Four/Tokyo Lincoln
Book Center/November 19, 1963/
. (English and Japanese transla-
tion)/Tokyo Lineoln Book Center/

Feb. 19-20

Kentucky/and Its surroundings/ Any persons interested in learning ‘;Bﬁgﬂl P“'g',:‘;;g:;ﬁ_cﬁg“"‘ﬂﬁm‘f;’;
written in 18680 by Samuel Hay- details of the above schedule may con- Kanda,’ﬂhiwda—ku. Tokyo. I:Gnve;

craft) /Comments on the book with
a section devoted to the Lincoln-
Hayeraft Correspondence of 1860,/
By/R. Gerald McMurtry, Director/ pany.
Lincoln National Life Foundation.
{Caption title).

tact the general agency office of The title).
Lincoln National Life Insurance Com-

Pamphlet, DT, TIEM = 100", (1) & (1)
pp.  (Printed in both English and Japa-
ness languages).

HAMILTON, CHARLES AND
OSTENDORF, LLOYD 1963-45

Pamphlet, fexible boards, 584" x 334", (12)
pp.. (A supplement to the First and Second
Editions published in book form in 1921 by the Woman's Club of
Elizabethtown, Kentucky, and in 1960 by the Hardin County Historical
Society) price £1.00,

LATIMER, F. R. AND HADDAD, B. F. 1963-37

Tie Douloureux and/Dr. Samuel Mudd/An Historical
Irony/F. R. Latimer, M.I).* and B. F. Haddad, M.D.*/
.« "From the Section of Neurosurgery, The Grace Hos-
pital, Detroit, Michigan. (Caption title).

Loose sheets, 8% x 100", 3 pp. (102-104), Reprint July 1963 isavie
of the Grace Hospital Bullétin, Grace Hospital, Detroit, {thman.

UNITED STATES 1963-38

B8th Congress 1st Session/H.R. 6139/In The House of
Representatives/ May 8, 1963/Mr. Denton introduced the
fallowing bill: which was referred to the Com-/mittee on
Interior and Insular Affairs/A Bill/To provide for the
establishment and administration of the/Lincoln Trail
Memorial Parkway in the States of Kentucky,/Indiana,
and Illinois, and for other purposes. (Caption title).
Folder, single. 734 x 117, 3 pp.

TEMPLE, WAYNE C. 1963-39

Lincoln/as seen by/C. C. Brown/Edited by Wayne C.
Temple, PhD./Director, Department of Lincolniana/ Lin-
coln Memorial University/Harrogate, Tennessee/{De-
vice) /The Crabgrass Press/Prairie Village, Kansas/1963.
Pamphlet, fiexible boards, 5 x 744", 17 (1) pp. fr

Lincoln/In Phot.ographs.-'ﬁ.n Al-
bum of Ewvery known Pose/By Charles Hamilton/and

Lloyd Ostendorf/University of Oklahoma Press Norman.
Book, cloth, 8%" x 1015%, fr., x p., 400 pp,, flus, price $19.50,

WEAVER, JOHN DOWNING 1963-16
Tad Lincoln/Mischief-Maker in the White House/John

D. Weaver/Illustrated by Robert Handville/Dodd, Mead

& Company New York.

Book, eloth, 614" x 914", fr., vill p.. (1) 145 (2) pp., illus., price $3.50.

ILLINOIS PAVILION INFORMATION, New York
WORLD'S FAIR, 1964-1965 1963-47
Illinois Pavilion Information, New York World's Fair

1964-1965/ (Device) /Illinois/Land of Lincoln/{Device)/

{Cover title).

Pamphlet, paper, 8%" x 94", (11} pp., Nus,

SHIBATA, TAMIZO 1963-48
Teigaku-nen no Ijin-den Bunke—LINCOLN/(Transla-

tion: Biographical L-lhmrir of Great Men—LINCOLN

by Tamizo Shibata)/Published by Kin'no Hoshi-gsha,

Tokyo, 1963,

Book, hard boards, & x 334", 192 pp.. [les.

HAYERLIN, CARL 1963-49
The Quiet War/An address/delivered before the/Lin-
eoln Group of /the District of Columbia /by /Carl Haverlin/

February 5, 1962/ Abbot & Zwisler/New York City/1963.
Pamphlet, flexible boards, 53" x 814%, 8 pp. 26 copies only, printed,
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