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Indiana’s Reaction To Lincoln’s Proclamation Of Emancipation

Editor's Note: Thia article bearing the title, "Hoosiers React to
ancipation” was fivsl published in The Indigna Teacher Jar L
1. It was then reprinted under the same title in & brochure callesd,
ann And The Civil War” which was published In 16l by the
Indianan Civil War Ceniennial Commizston., On February 3. 1142 the
artiels was published s thisd time by Indan 8 Recorder undos
the title, "The Atomie Bomb of the CGivil War,” B e ARy sub-
seribers of Lawcodn lore have not had fecess to the above menthomed
publications the article is being publishel a fourth time. Noedloss
ta gtale the sarticle was writien by the editor.

While the Emanecipation Proclamation is conzidered
one of the great state documents of modern times, it was
not readily accepted by conservative Republican poli-
ticians of Indiana. The people of the Old Northwest, while
they hated the slavery institution, had long had an affinity
with the South. The
Civil War had vitally

JOHN . ADAMS WARNED OF INSURRECTION
Lincoln finally yielded to radical pressure on Septem-
ber 22, 1862, and izsued his preliminary Proclamation of
Emancipation, Lincoeln, from the beginning of his ad-
ministration, had been the recipient of much advice as
to what policy he should pursue with reference to slavery.
He believed slavery to be morally and economically
wrong. Yet it was true that Congress had no constito-
tional authority to abolish the institution within a state.
But what about the executive power to abolish the
instituion? Interestingly encough, back in 1836, John
Quiney Adams warned the friends of slavery that “zhould
any state rize to insurrection because of slavery, or in
a matter in which slav-
ery was the existing

affected the economic
habitz of a large section
of Indiana’s population,
because Hoosiers had
enjoved a lucrative trade
with the South. Their
grain and hogs had fed
the slaves while they
produced cotton for their
southern masters.

Yet some Indiana lead-
era like Schuyler Colfax
favored a Presidential
pronouncement for “Abo-
lition and Confiscation"
and General Robert H.
Milroy, while in the field,
promised to eonvert his
Indiana remiments into
“the best abolitionists in
the U, 5" President
Abraham Lincoln was
under constant pressure
from many abolitionists
throughout the United
States to emancipate the

slaves, and undoubtedly [*7 Tl
he understood the politi- g e T
cal econflict in Indiana. - i o g ol e

The same political situ-
ation existed in Illinois.

Lincoln probably knew
that Robert Dale Owen
had become a pamph- :
leteer for emancipation, e -
and he must have heard i
how George W. Julian
was verbally blasting the
conservatives and de-
nouncing the “persistent
purpose of the admini- |
stration to save the e usgio el b
Union and save slavery e L
with it."” Such Indiana b e
leaders as Caleb Smith,
Secretary of the Interior,
and Senator Joseph A.
Wright were under
severe attack by the radicals because they opposed eman-
cipation,

THE PROCLANATION OF ESANCIPATION.
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cause, the situation
would be changed. The
National Government
would then azsume war
powers under the Con-
stitution and those
powers  might include
that of the abolition of
slavery."

In such a crisis who
would exercise the pow-
er of the national gFov-
ernment?  Lincoln  be-
lieved the power was not
legizlative but that it
belonged to the President
as commander - in - chief
of the armiez of the
TUnited States. Lincoln
determined to issue the
Emancipation Proclama-
tion under the pressure
of military necessity. So
on September 22, 1862,
Lincoln proclaimed:

“That on the first
day of January in
the vear of our Lord,
one thousand eight

Segres- Ay g M hundred and sixty-
i it 23 e i three, all persons
: held as slaves with-

in  any  state or
dezignated part of

a state, the people

whereof zshall then

be in rebellion
agpainst the United

States zhall be then,

henceforward, and

forever free, . . ."

HOODSIER NEWS-

PAPERS CON-

DEMN PROCLA-

MATION

The news of the proe-
lamation of September
22 came to Indiana as
a great political shock. Kenneth M. Stampp in his work
Indiana Polittez, During the Civil War, published by
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President Lincoln and Seerviary Seward signing The Proclamation
of Freedom, January 1, 18615 Published in 1865 by Currier & Ives,
152 Nossau Strest, New York,

the Indiana Historical Bureau, Indianapolis, has peinted
out that Indiana conservative Union papers printed the
proclamation without comment; however, the New Albany
Ledger denounced it and changed its own political com-
plexion by giving its editorial support to regular Demo-
erats. The Indianapolis Daily State Sentive! called the
President's proclamation “a confession of national weak-
ness, a mortal blow to southern Union sentiment, and
the final proof that the war had become a crusade against
slavery."”

Governor Oliver P. Morton -and his friends reeled
under the political impact of Lineoln's preliminary Eman-
cipation Proclamation. They had no alternative but to
give it approval, but the Governor “passed over all moral
justification” and declared the act as a “stratagpem of

President Lincoln Writtng The Proclamation of Freedom,

January 1, 1863
Thiz lithouwraph, which could easily be taken ns n carienture, was
lll'|l‘|_1|'d in eodars by Ehrpott, Focbriger & Co., after & painting I._r:t
Dnwid G, Elythe. This extremely rare lthograph was published in
Pittsburgh in 1884 by M. Deputy.

war.," The Indianapolis Daily Journal rvead into the
proclamation “a retaliation for the rebel violators of the
Constitution” and a heavy blow to the rebellion,

REPUBLICANS FEARED FOR POLITICAL FUTURE

To most Hoosiers the izssuance of the Emanecipation
Proclamation seemed to indicate a failure of the ad-
ministration™s war policy. Throughout the state there
was a feeling of depression and discontent over disastrous
Union defeats. This hostile political reaction to Lincoln’s
proclamation seemed to confirm Caleb Smith's dire pre-
diction that the measure would cause the Republicans to
lose the state. Im fact, violent demonstrations were feared
by state authorities, but luckily the Demoerats were con-
tent with verbal expressions of criticism.

On January 1, 1863, the Emanecipation Proclamation
went into effect. Lincoln had never been more confident of
the righteousness of any act in all of his public career.
Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase had provided
him with these closing words:

“And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act
of Justice, warranted by the Constitution, tpon mili-
tary necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of
mankind, and the gracious favor of Almighty God.”
With a firm hand he signed his full name, “Abraham
Lincoln.”

HOOSIER RECRUITING CAME TO A STANDSTILL

But the proclamation brought no joy to disheartened
Hoozier politicians, and thiz feeling was reflected in the
war effort. Indiana troops became apathetic; a number
of officers rezsigned their commizsions in protest against
the Emancipation Proclamation. Recruiting was at a
standstill and desertion increased. There were many
soldiers who were willing to fight to save the Union, but
wholly unwilling to give their lives for the freedom of
the MNepgro.

One of the chief opponents of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation was Richard W. Thompson, an Indiana lawyer,
who served as a Whig Congressman from 1847 to 1849,
while Lincoln was a member of that branch of the fed-
eral povernment. At the suggestion of several conserva-
tive members of Congress, mostly from the border states,
Thompzon wrote Lineoln, twenty-six davs after the
Emancipation Proclamation had gone into effect, a seven-
teen-page letter setting forth in a masterful way the
hest arguments which the opposition could formulate
apainst the document. Provizions were made for many
signatures to be affixed to the letter.

Thompson's letter met with the general approval of
zsuch border state congressmen as Crittenden and Mallory
of Kentucky, Etheridpe and Hatton of Tennezsee, and
Harris of Virginia. But after some deliberation it was
decided not to send it. This letter which might bear the
title “A Still Further Step—Beyond the Law"” is a part
of the Thompson papers in the archives of the Lincoln
Mational Life Foundation.

FOE LATER PRAISED LINCOLN'S
FARSIGHTEDNESS

Even Lincoln heard about the letter and asked Thomp-
son about it. When Thompson explained its general pur-
port, Linceln replied that he had made one capital mis-
take, “There were no loyal slave owners in the South.”
Later Thompson confessed that “he had not zeen as far as
Lincoln or known as much.” After Lincoln's assassina-
tion Thompson referred to the issuance of the Emanei-
pation Proclamation as “one of the most important events
of modern times and as the most important and far-reach-
ing course of policy Lincoln could possibly have adopted.”

Charles Roll in his biography, Celonel Dick Thompson—
The Persistent Whig, another publication of the Indiana
Historical Bureau, Indianapolis, stated that Thompson
“believed that it (Emancipation Proclamation) was issued



LINCOLN

LORE 3

at exactly the right time to insure itz success, and that
it would not have succeeded if it had been done at any

other time, in any other manner, and by any other man.”

Nation-wide, the immediate effect of the Emancipa-
tion Proclamation was not favorahle to Lincoln and his
cause. Even English newspapers declared that the doeu-
ment “had no legal force™ and that “Lincoln and his aec-
complices had come to the end of their chatter.” Editors
branded it as “high-handed usurpation” and “pointed out
the absurdity of Lincoln's point of wiew."” One English
newspaper condemned the Emancipation Proclamation
because it ignored a moral principle: “It promizsed the
emancipation of slaves not because freedom was right,
but because it was believed that zuch a move would
weaken the enemy.”

Lincoln onece told his eabinet that his Proclamation of
Emancipation was in fulfillment of a covenant he had
made with God. But if the Deity approved, Lincoln had
little immediate evidence of the fact. The abolitionists
were not happy; they thought the proclamation should
have heen izsued zooner and should be applicable to loyal
states as well as those in rebellion. The stock market de-
clined, and there were fewer soldiers in the armies after
the issuance of the proclamation than before.

Gradually, the states of the 0ld Northwest as well as
the other states of the Union begpan to appreciate the
wisdom of the Emancipation Proclamation. For one thing,
it had cut the ground from under the European inter-
ventionists, After the Emancipation Proclamation Lin-
coln was fighting not only for Union but human free-
dom, and Europe gave heed to the fact. It proved in its
over-all aspects to be a great leap toward ultimate Union
vietory. It was in reality the atomic bomb of the Civil
War,

. EMANCIPATION

. PROCLAMATION

Of Januavy 1st; 1864, ~ ' |

&

From the Lincoln Nalional Life Foundalion

The cover page of this miniature pamphlet (not laied in Mona-
ghan's bibliocgraphy) measuring 3% x 4% inches entitled *Emanci-
pation Proclamation of January Ist, 18647 bears an incorrect date.
Printed eopics of the Emancipation Proclamation bear the corrvest
dntes of September 22, 1862 or January 1. 1861, Thiz pamphlet com-
tnins the January 1, 15963 proclamnticn and it was published in 1R
to mid in the sales promotion of the engraving entitled ""Rénding
The Emancipation Froclama-
tion™ which was copyrighted by
Lajejuz - Stebbine, The engrav-
ing wns published by 5. A,
Peters and Company, Hariford,
Connecticut, and i signed by
J. W, Watle, Se and H. W.
Hervick, [wl. It mensures 18 x
2714 inches and s a work of
unusual merit.

On page ¢ight of the pam-
phlet I to be found n "De.
geription of the Engraving"
which & shown on this page
of Lemcoln Lore:

“0ld man at the right with
folded hends, Grand-father ;
old ledy at the left with cane
in hand, Grand-mother ; man
leaning on ladder, the father:
woman  with  child in  her
nrms, the mother: lad swings
hiz hat, oldest son ; litthe mirl,
oldest daughter ; infant in the
nrms of itz mother. Young
woman with two children, the
house servant of her master,
not belonging to the cabin but
happened to be in on  the
oceazion, Farty reading,. Union
Soldirr.

“The internal view of the
cabin I8 true to nature. The
stone chimney, pgarrett, -
der. side of bacon, rough
erille,  piece of suzar cane
and cotton balls ets,, all com-
bine to mive m ecorrect dea
of the slaves home,”

Another miniature Emanci-
pation  Proclamation pamphlet
(M 147) measoring 3% x 234
inehea fa to he found in the
Foundation collection.. It eon-
taing the preliminary  (Seplem-
her 22, 1872) Proclamation of
Emnaneipntion. The back eover
wrapper contains an excerpt
fromm a “"Spesch of Alex. H.
Stephens, viece president of the
so=gilled Confederate Stales, de-
livered Mareh 21, "61." The
excerpt under the title “Slavery
E The Chiefl Corner-Stone” fols
. ' Jovwa :
. ““This stone (slavery). which

.__ﬁsd.‘l'-."-"'" was rejected by  the first
From the Lincodn Natiomal Life Foundation

builders, i become the chief
stome of the cormer fn  our
new  cdifice.™

Reading The Emancipation Proclamation
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Calligraphic Lincoln Portrait

The likeness of Abraham Lincoln is produced in the seript writing of the September 22, 1882 Emmnei-
palien Priu-rlumnl:i.un. For further information on calligraphie Lincoln poriradis ses Lincoln Lors, number
b26. April 7, 1841.
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