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After more than a year's labor on the engraving it was
nearly completed. However, before the engraving was
finished a fire consumed the studic where Ritchie was
engraving the plate and the small painting by Carpenter,
valued then at $2,500 was destroved, Due to the wize
precautions of J. C. Derby the steel plate was stored
at night in a fire-proof building and it waz not involved
in the fire. The burning of this small painting gave rise
to the erroneous rumor that the large painting had been
destroyed,

Connoisseurs of steel engravings have commented that
Ritchie put intoe his engraving the same amount of
dedication and purpose as did Carpenter in the execution
of hiz painting. Needless to state Carpenter expressed
himself az being entirely satisfied with the reproduction
of his picture. By the process of engraving great quanti-
ties of the picture were widely distributed, although the
publishers attempted to create the impression that only

a limited number of prints could be taken from the
plate. The actual size of the engraving (not including
margins) Is twenty-one inches by thirty-two inches and
artists proofs sold for $25.00, India proofs $15.00 and
plain prints $5.00. Signed artists proofs were advertised
at $50.00. However, one advertizer offered the first 1000
copies of the plain prints at $1.00 each. Today's cata-
logue prices range from 325.00 to 375.00 for the en-
graving. Even today the Ritehie engraving is not rvare,
although it was |mh||~.hq=q| by Derby & Miller of New
York as carly as May 1, 1866. All the members of the
cabinet were the recipients of complimentary copies of
the engraving and a long list of the prominent men of
the nation became original zubscribers for the pictore.

Carpenter’s painting was purchased by Mrz. Elizabeth
Thompson of New York City for $25.000 and it was
presented to the United States povernment on February
12, 1878. There was a formal presentation of some im-
portance. The oceasion of the presentation of the paint-
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Photograph of “The First Reading Of The Emancipation Proclamation Before The Cabinet—From the original picture
painted at the White House in 1564." Fainted by F. B. Carpenter and engraved by A. H. Ritchie.
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ing was marked by a joint session of both honses of
Congress, and the relatives of President Lincoln and
of menmberz of the Civil War cabinet were admitted to
the ficor of the House. Two addresses were delivered, one
by General Jamez A. Garfield of Ohio, and the other by
Alexander H. Stephens, (formerly vice-president of the
Confederacy ) a representative from Georgia. The Senate
and House jointly thanked Mrs. Thompson for her
generous wift and a comnuttee was appointed “to cause
said painting to be placed in an appropriate and con-
spicious place in the capitol” and the committee was
further ordered to “carefully provide for its preserva-
tion”. The place designated for its exhibition was the
east staircase of the House wing of the capitol. However,
in September, 1941, the painting was placed in the old
Supreme Court Chamber near the Senate Chamber. The
old Supreme Court Chamber was used as the Senate
Chamber from 1819 to 1859 and by the Supreme Court
from 1860 to 1935. The present location of the painting
is a desirable one. The reason for the change in location
was the placing of the new Christie picture of the “Sign-
ing of the Constitution” in the place formally occupied
by the Carpenter painting.

For some reason Carpenter felt ealled upon to make
changes in his large original painting. Previous to its
New York showing in 1864 the artist retouched some
injuries and remedied zome defects in minor details.
However, these injuries and defects reguired thirty-six
hours of work by Carpenter who labored without inter-
mission. It is surprising to learn that a number of dif-
ferences can be noted between the original painting and
Ritehie's engraving, despite the fact that the sub-title
ef the picture states that the engraving is “From the
original picture painted at the White House in 1864,
A promotional pamphlet published by The Derby &
Miller Publishing Company, 5 Spruce Street, New York
also states, “that it (the engraving) is a perfect repro-
duetion of the painting, to the minutest detail . . "

There is also a photograph of a painting by Carpenter
of the reading of the Emancipation Proclamation which
shows the work In a transitional stage Nevertheless,
those collectors who own the Ritchie engraving do not
have an exact facsimile of the Carpenter painting which
eventually came into the possession of the United States
povernment. This fact was brought out in Lineoln Lore,
No. 528, May 22, 1939, under the title “Carpenter’s
Emanecipation Painting”™. Even so, it is probably correct
to state that the Ritchie engraving has greater artistic
quality than the original Carpenter painting.

The differences between the original canvasz and the
Ritchie engraving cam be zeen in the position of the
chair oceupied by Lincoln. In the engraving Lincoln's
chair is “set parallél with the table and the position of
Lincoln’s body is directly to the front with the head
slightly turned to the left. In the . . . painting the
chair in which Lincoln is seated is placed at an angle
of forty-five degrees with the table. The position of the
bkody is changed and the height of the body is raised to
give Lincoln 3 more prominent place in the group. The
whole tendency is to make a more stately Lincoln and
a more commanding presence. The features of Lincoln
are also greatly changed with an approach toward the
idealistic,

“Another change in the capitel painting which is
noticeable immediately upon comparison with the Ritchie
engraving i= the position of one of the manuscripts. In
the (engraving) Lincoln appears holding the Proclama-
tion in his left hand which rests in his lap, but in the
capitol copy, although still helding the paper in his
left hand, it reclines upon the tahle.

“The inkstand and the quill pen at Seward’s right hand
in the (engraving) have also been shifted, the former
moved to the other side of the table and the pen placed
in Lincoln's right hand. Other changes of minor im-
portance are noted in the capitol painting."

The photograph of the canvas in the transitional stage
shows a still ditfferent head of Lincoln, However, the ink-
stand has been moved toward Lineoln with the quill pen
in place. The eapitol painting reveals Lincoln holding
the quill pen in his right hand.

Despite these discrepancies as noted between the
Ritchie engraving and the original painting, with the
transitional picture brought in to complete the study,
it can be assumed that “The Proclamation of Emanei-
pation® will long remain one of the great historical paint-
ings of our nation.
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Meserve No. 106—Lorant No. 74

Photograph of Abraham Lincoln taken by A. Berger,
Mathew B. Brady's assistant, on April 26, 15864. According
to Carpenter’s penciled notation on the back of this
photograph “the legs in the white trousers are those
of Mr. Nicolay the private secretary. The legs on Mr.
Lincoln’s right are my own.”
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From The Lincoln Natiovmal Fdfe Fowndation

The penciled notation by F. B. Carpenter on the back
side of the Lincoln photograph (Meserve No. 106—
Lorant No. 74). This photograph was originally a part
of the Winfred Porter Truesdell Collection.
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Lincoln Carried No Life Insarance

There are no records avmilable to indicate that Abra-
ham Lincoln had any life insurance protection for his
family during his life time. However, this was not due
to any reluctance on the part of the industry's sales
organization to approach the future president in regard
to the matter,

Lincoln wns nominated for the (E:rrmdency by the
Republienn National Convention in Chieago, Illinois on
May 18th, 1860, and on May 29th, just eleven days later
the nominee wns solicited for a $2,000 life insurance
contract.

W. H. Bridgman, an agent with L. 0. Olmstend & Co.,
a4 Chiengo loan agency, collection and insurance office
wrote Lincoln the following letter:

“Chicago, I11.
May 29, 1860

“Hon. A. Lincoln
Springfield, I,
Dear Sir:

“We enclose herewith blanks for an application and
medical examination, hoping that we may be honored
with the privilege of insuring your life. We nlso enclose
a statement of our company for 1859, If you should
conclude to insure, please fll out and sign enclozed
blank application and get any regular physician to make
the examination. If you will give us your application
for $2,000 we will take the cash payment, when you are
elected president, and will charge you no interest from
now to Novembaer,

“Yours respectfully
L. 0. Olmstead & Co,
pr. W. H. Bridgman®

Was Lincoln insurable? There is no record of Mr,
Lineoln ever hnv{ng been thnmughly examined by a
medieal doctor during his term in office. Of course
during Lincoln’s life time insurance had not been e
larized. This fact iz born out by the records -:-fltq'
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Photograph of letter made from the microfilm of the
Ellhvzrlxlg'udd Lineoln Papers, Library of Congress, 5. 1,
No. 2058,
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This policy facsimile along with one issued to Robert E.
Lee for $5,800 covering his home in Arlington, Virginia,
has been disiributed by The Hariford Insurance Group
in an attractive Civil War centennial folder.

Institute of Life Insurance. In 1865, the year of Lin-
coln’s death, only 581 million dollars of life insurance
was in force. It would be more surprising to discover
that Lincoln made such provisions for his wife and
family than it is to learn that he earried ne life insur-
ance,

One must conclude that agent Bridgman was an
enterprising young man, willing to gamble on Lincoln's
election in November, 1860, otherwise who would pay the
premium and interest if Linunln haed been defeated?

Lineoln did purchase s 3200 fire insurnnce poliey on
hig frame two-story dwelling, with 8756 coverape on his
carriage house and privy. The Springfield, Ilinois
agency was James L. Hill & Company who represented
the Hartford Fire Insurance Company of Hartford, Con-
necticut. The $3200 policy was written for one year,
dated February B, 1861. The premium wns $24.00. This

licy was taken just three dayx before Lincoln left

pringfield for Washington, D. C., where he was in-
augurated president of the United States.

The book “The Personal Finances of Abraham Lin-
coln™ by Harry E. Pratt, The Abraham Lincoln Associ-
ation, 1943, reveals that the initinl fire insurance
premium cost Lincoln $24.00 plus $1.40 for the bank
deaft. On February B, 1882 the $24.00 premium was
renewed. On February 7, 1863 the insurance on the
house cost $24.25. On February 6, 1864 the premium
of §24.00 was paid, and on February 10, 1865 the $24.00
insurance policy was again renewed,

*This letter was recently puh]iuhul in the Blumbhaven
Digest, Vol 4, No. 1, Oct, 1
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Lincoln’s Legislative Career
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%.Ea;ﬁs of Illinois, Special Session, Springfield, Walters,

. On December 1, 1834 Abraham Lincoln took his seat
in the lower house of the Minth General Assembly at
Vandalia, Illinois. He was one of the four Sangamon
County members elected on August 4, 1834, Upon taking
office he became one of the fifty-five members of the
House of Representatives. He was re-elected in 1836,
1838 and 1B40. He served until the end of the Twelfth
General Assembly which adjourned on March 1, 1841.

Lincoln was elected to the Illinois Legislature for the
fifth time on November 7, 1854. (See Lincoln Lore No.
13356, “The Approval Vote For Lincoln In 1854", No-
vember 8, 1954). In this election Lincoln received the
largest number of votes (one more than Richard Yates)
polled by a candidate for any office. Lincoln declined
the office stating that “I only allowed myself to be
elected because it was supposed my doing so would help
Yates.” Another reazon for deelining the seat in: the
Legislature was that it would make Lincoln ineligible
for the Senate of the United States. He had, in the
meantime, raised his political sights and hoped the
Whigs would elect him a U. 5. Senator in place of James
Shields. Lineoln officially declined the office on Novem-
ber 25, 1854,

In any thorough study of Lincoln's legizlative eareer
it is mecessary to conzult the “Laws of The State of
Illinois,"” the “Journals of the House of Representatives,”
and the special “Reports” for the years 1835 through
1841. Some of these volomes are extremely rare.

A complete list of the official publications of the State
of Illinois for the period of Lincoln's legislative career

follows:
Laws of the State of Ilinois

*Lows of Hlineis, 9th Gen. Assembly, 1st Session, Van-
dalia, Eawyer, 1835

*Laws of Hlinois, 9th Gen. Assembly, 2nd Session, Van-
dalia, Sawyver, 1836,

*Laiws of [llinois, 10th Gen. Assembly, Vandalia, Walters,
1837,

Private or Imeorporation Laws af Hlineis, Vandalia,
Walters, 1837,

*Laws of Hlineiz, Special Session, Vandalia, Walters, 1837.
*i.-&:érs of fllinois, 11th Gen. Assembly, Vandalia, Walters,

-

Private or Ineorporation Lows eof [llineis, Vandalia,
Walters, 1830,

*Faws of Ilinois, Special Session, Springfield, Walters,
18410,

*Lawe of HNiinois, 12th Gen. Assembly, Springfield,
Walters, 1841,

Jowrnals of The House of Representatives

Houge Journal, 9th Gen. Assembly, Vandalia, Sawver,
1835,

House Jowrnal, 9th Gen. Assembly, 2nd Session, Van-
dalia, Sawyer, 1825,

;‘Igg&ac Jowrnal, 10th Gen. Assembly, Vandalia, Walters,

'ﬂ%:—;u Journal, 10th Special Session, Vandalia, Walters,

*House Jowrnel, 11th General Assembly, Vandalia,
Walters, 1838,
-HB%TEIN Jouwrnal, 11th Called Session, Springfield, Walters,
1 A
*House Jouwrnal, 12th Gen. Assembly, 1st Session, Spring-
field, Walters, 1840,
Reports
Eluternal Improvement Reports, Vandalia, Walters, 1838,
.Ig%'rams Reports, 11th Gen, Assembly, Vandalia, Walters,
IHim.;rt's_ Reports, 11th Gen. Assembly, 2nd Session, Spring-
field, Vvalters, 1840,
Internal I'mprovement Reports, Springfield, Walters,
1540,
Hlinois  Reporis, 12th Gen. Assembly, Springfield,
Walters, 1841,
*In the Lincoln National Life Foundation eollection.

CUMULATIVE BIBLIOGRAPHY—1961

Belectiona approved by n Bibllography Committee consisting of the
following members : Arnold Gates, 280 New Hydn Park Road, Garden
City, M. ¥.:; Carl Haverlin, 2 Masterson Hoad, Bronxville, N. Y.:
E B, Long, T08 North Kenllworth Awve,, Oak Park, IlL: Richard F.
Lafkin, 45 Milk Street, Boston, 9, Mass.; W C, Temple, Lincaln
Memorial University, Harrogate, Tenn.: Ralph . Newman, 18 East
Chestnut Strect. Chieago 11, 111, Willlams H. Townsend, 310 First
Mational Bank Bidg., Lexington 3. Ky.: mnd Clyde C. Walton,
Illineis State Historieal Library, Springfield, 111

New jtems nvailable for consideration may be sent to the above
addresses or to the Lincoln Nationsl Life Foundation.

HAYS, WILMA PITCHFORD 18961-19
Abe Lincoln's Birthday /by Wilma Pitehford Hays/

[Hustrated by Peter Burchard/(device) /Coward-McCann,

Ine, New York.

Beochure, boards, !%" x 9° B4 {1148 !llus.r Juvenile, price §2.95.

HORGAN, PAUL 1961-20
Paul Horgan/Citizen of New Salem/Illustrations by/

Douglaz Gorsline/New York/Farrar, Straus and Cudahy.
Book, boards nnd cloth, §14% x 914", 00 pp., illus. price £3.75.

LINCOLN INAUGURAL CENTENNIAL
COMMITTEE 1961-21
Commemoration Ceremony/Upon the Oeeasion of the/
One  Hundredth! Anniversary Inaugural of/Abraham
Lincoln /1861 * 1961/East Front/of the/United States
Capitol/at/Eleven O'Clock Ante Meridiem/ Washington,
D. C. * March 4, 1961.
Pamphlet, paper, 6% x 5%, 27 pp., [r.. §lles.
LINCOLN MEMORIAL UNIVERSITY 1961-22
Lincoln Memorial University Press/Spring 1981/ Vel
63, Mo. 1/Lincoln Herald/A Magazine devoted to his-
torical ‘rezearch in the field of Lincolniana and/the Civil
War, and to the promotion/of Lincoln Ideals in Amer-
ican/ Edueation.
Pamphlet, flexible bonrds, 7 x 10%, B2 pp., (llus,
LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE
COMPANY 1961-23
A Brief Life of /Abraham Lineoln/The Lincoln Nation-
f']ﬂ llaife Insurance Company/Form No. 8708/ (Cowver
itle).
Falder. paper, 3%", x 814", (1) pp.
MOCHIZUKI, MASAHARU 1961-24
Books on Lincoln/Tokyo Lincoln Book Center/at/
Japan Fublieations Trading Co. Ltd./No. Sarugaka-cho,
1-chrome, Kanda, Chiyveda-ku,/Tokyo, Japan/Japan/Lin-
coln Still Livez (translated)/{sketeh of Lincoln) /1809
18656/ Printed in Japan/April 1961/ (Cover title),
Pamphlet, paper, 7 x 10%, 7 pp. Bibliography of Japanere books and
foreign books,
NEWMAN,. RALPH G. 1961-25
Pictorial History and Guide Book/New Salem State
Park/Lincoln's New Salem/Illinois/(Lincoln phota) /
Edited by Ralph G. Newman/First Berry-Lincoln Store
and U. 5. Post Office, Lincoln™s New Salem, Illinois/
(photo) {Abraham Lincoln Served as Postmaster of New
Salem from May 7, 1833 to May 20, 1836/ (Cover title).

Pamphlet. flexible bonrds, 54" x T%", (200 pp.. colored illustrations.
F.nlarcrh-I}om by 0. F. Brockmeyer. Copyright by Curt Teich & Co.,
fe., feagro.
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