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The Lincoln National Life
archives two letlers written by Indiana’s war governor,
Oliver P. Morton which are addressed to “His Exeellency

The President.” One
letter, apparently
the earlier one, bears
no date, while the
second one is dated,
September 26, 1861.
Whether or not Lin-
coln  received and
read these letters is
a matter of conjec-
ture. They constitute
@ part of the Richard
W. Thompson papers,
and may have been
copies or prelimin-
ary drafts given to
Thompson for study
or to deliver to the
president. As to their
genuiness there 15 no
qt:ll.".'i.til.l!!.

These two letters
bear out Dr. Wil-
liam H. Hesdseltine's
statement that Mor-
ton "“was nn irritat-
ing goad to the War
Department.” How-
ever James Ford
Rhodes declared him
Lis lll', Hthe J|||[1-u1‘.
and moat energetic
of the war Fovernors
of the Western
States."” His full
name wans  Oliver
Hazard Poerry
Throck Morton. He
was born August 4,
1823 in the village
of Salisbury, Wayne
County, II'H.iIJIII.'I.

In Hesseltine's
book *“Lincoln and
The War Govern-
ors,”" Alfred A.
Knapf, 1948, the fol-
lowing description
of Morton, “the John
Andrew of the
West,” ix  found:
“His huge black
mustache, slanting
like o roof end from
hiz nose to his dou-
ble echin, covered
. mouth whose
straight  lines  be-
tokenod stern  de-

Foundation has in its

OLIVER P. MORTON
Lincoln’s Irritating Goad
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termination. Morton had both efficiency and zeal and
little patience with the slow-moving, bungling motions
of the War Department. He complained without ceasing

that the federal pov-
ernment gave him
no arms, no money,
and no support. He
raised troops in ad-
vance of calls and
beyond his quota,
and pressed them
upon  the pFovern-
ment, He established
a state argenal for
maoking eartridges
and sold the product
to the national gFov-
ernment. He ap-
pointed officers, even
from among Demo-
crats, and he urged
them to emulate his
own example of
specd and energpy.”

Even Kenneth M.
Stampp in his book
“Indiana During The
Civil War,” Indiana
Historical Bureau,
1948, stated. “That
national policy did
not always eonform
with the plans of
these local strate-
gists (Indiann ardent
slnte officinl=) was
not due to any fail-
ure on their part to
nequaint Federal
officinls with their
l.l[lilljl"ll-\-.u

Morton wisited
Washington soon
after Lincoln's in-
auguration to use
his influcnce for a
vigorous policy fo-
ward the Southern
states, believing that
WAT WHR nNecesiary
and inevitable. When
Lincoln's eall for
troopa was finally
msued Morton  Te-
-\.||u1|||1,'|i 'l.'l.'}[h t‘.‘.'!':‘l.'
A% Many men as re-
fuested.

In the late sum-
mer and early fall
of 1861 Governor
Morton considered
the Ohio River
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“front” as the most vital battle line of the war. He
wrote letters and sent telegrams to Secretary of War
Simeon Cameron, Assistant Secretary of War Thomas
A, Beott, General-in-chief of the Army Winfield Scott,
Secretary of State William H. Seward, General George
B. MecClellan and the president concerning the defense-
lesgness of the Indiana river towns and the secessionist
movement in Kentocky., Morton's worriez about the Ohio
River boundary seemed to many officials of hittle signi-
ficance becaunse he had no important river city to guard.

Moarton's atmtegi was to keep the war from the In-
diana line, along the (hic River, even though his plan
would have repudiated Kentucky's policy of neutrality
and would have ignored the advice of the Kentucky
loyalists. Lincoln while admitting that Morton was an
able executive said he was the “skeeredest man' he had
ever seen. Morton shuddered at the thooght of the war
being fought at Indiana’s door, with recurrent rebel
raids and the deztroction of Hoosier lives and property.

The volatile Indiana governor did not hesitate to voice
publicly his aginiuns even though he embarrassed the
Linecoln administration in its attempt to engage in a
delicate diplomatic game of having the Confederacy be
the first to violate Kentocky's impractieal and illegal
policy of neutrality.

Kentueky's neutrality policy was abruptly ended in
early September, 1861, when Confederate General Leon-
idas Pulﬁ moved into Hickman and Columbus. General
Ulysses 5. Grant retaliated two days later by establish-
ing Union postz at Paducah and Smithland. The success
of Lincoln's strategy did not impress Governor Morton.
Instead he interpreted the Confederate invasion az a
vindication of his oft-repeated warning that the South
should not be allowed to take the initiative.

Perhaps it is impossible to determine how many letters
and telegrams Morton sent to Lineoln during thiz early
eritical period of the war. One authority states that
communications were sent by Morton te Lincoln on
September 21st, 25th and Eﬁtil. This undated letter in
the Foundation archives was apparently sent sometime
during the late summer of 1861;

“T wish to write to you freely and confidentially about
soveral matters of importance, Within the last ten day I
have corrvesponded freely with the war department in
reference to the condition of Kentucky., No labor or ex-
pense has been spared to ascertain the condition of that
state. My agents have traversed it inm every direction
by rail road, coach, and on foot to find out, by mingling
with the people and . every sort of character, the
exact state of public sentiment and whatever schemes
might he set on foot by the zecessionists. The evidence
is conclusive that a conspiracy is on foot to precipitate
the state into revolution and eivil war, The threads of
thiz conspiracy extend into and are held in Tennessee,
The blow may be and will be struck at some unexpected
moment, and at some ungoarded point. Not less than
25,000 Tennessee troops are encam at various points
along and on the Snutﬁern border of Kentucky. For what
purpose are they placed there? Tennessee does not fear
an invasion from Kentucky. All the evidence renders it
absolutely certain that they are there to march into and
crush the Union men of Kentueky wherever the seces-
sionists explode the mine they are so laboriously con-
structing. The seceszion element in Kentucky is large,
daring and desperate and will risk every thing to ac-
complish its porpose. Iz the governmenf prepared for
the emergeney? 1 believe not. Where are the troops
ready to march in from the North to meet those of
Tennessee? | recommended that forces be concentrated
at Evansville, Jeffersonville, Madison and Cincinnati
large enough at least to meet those from Tennessee,
Their very presence might avert the catastrophe, b
deterring the invaders, and inspiring the Union men wit!
confidence in the government and courage for its defense,

“On Tuesday last an order came to send five regiments
to the border at such points as Gen. Anderson mipght
designate, Gen. Anderson designated no points and on
Friday the order was countermanded and all disposable
forces directed to be forwarded to Gen. Fremont. Our
state is more exposed to the dangers arising from civil
war in Kentucky than any other. The loyal part of Ken-
tucky is in the east, bordering on the state of Ohio. The
disloval is in the west and south west, especially west
and south from Louisvillee We have upon the border

Madizon, Jeffersonville, New Albany, Evansville and
many other towns, large and wealthy, that might be
battered or burnt down by a battery planted on the other
side of the river in a singie night. It need not appear
strange, therefore, that I feel great solicitude in regard
to the condition of Kentucky. I asked by a dispatch some
ten days ago for heavy ordnance by which these towns
could be defended against batteries that might be planted
on the other side of the river. I afterwards limited the
demand to ten pieces, and they were ordered to be sent,
but the order was afterwards countermanded. All the
armsa belonging to the state, or nearly all, and all T have
been able to buy have been placed in the hands of our
volunteers who have ente inte the service of the
United States, and the result is that our border counties
are almost defenceless. It will he a sad day to you and
to the nation when Kentucky drifts into revolution. The
misfortune at Bull Run wnuﬁi be a mere trifle compared
with it, and it can best be averted in my humble judg-
ment by '11'1cu'-l:rl.u:':hl;.r arming the militia of Southern
Indiana and stationing regular forces at proper points
on the border. I do not wish to create unnecessary alarm.
Could you view Kentucky from my standpoint I am sure
vou would agree with me.

“Kentucky 15 placed under the care and command of
Gen, Anderson, He is no doubt a very estimable gentle-
man, and has behaved gallantly but is, 1 learn, in bad
health and cannot endure mental labor. The summer has
passed, and =o far | am informed, he has done nothing,
absolutely nothing. If he hasz any plan or policy in regard
to Kentucky I am not advised, and think situated a= 1
am [ should be, He has never communicated with me on
any subject although he must understand that Indiana
feels a direct and powerful interest in the success of any
efforts, he might make to preserve the peace and ]uﬁalty
of Kentucky. My opinion iz most decidedly that he is
not the man for the place and that any reliance that may
be placed in his reputation gained at Sumpter, family
influence, or the attachment of Kentuckians for hiz per-
som will be found utterly futile in the hour of trial;
What we want is vigor, sagicity, preparation.

“In regard to Indiana I can write hopefully. Public
sentiment is improving and intensifying in support of
the war.

“Volunteering is going on rapidly, and we shall soon
have forty thousand men in the field and I doubt not
with a little effort can raise the number to fifty thousand.
Th“,,? far the machinery in Indiana has worked without a
jar.

In all probability the President saw the Indiana gov-
ernor's telegram to Thomas A. Scott dated September
25th to the effect that “The reerwiting businesz in In-
diana will ﬁT-DF if puns are not furnished . . . My state
has done well. Has stripped hersell of Arms for the
Government and the war is now apon her borders . . .
I wish this shown to the President.”

Morton's telegram to Lincoln, dated September 26th,
reported “the enemy pickets . . . in sight of Muldraugh's
Hill about forty (40) miles from Louisville, from that
point they can communicate by rail with every seceded
state but Texas & Arkansas."” Lincoln's telegram to
Morton (September 26, 1861) without punctuation fol-
lows: “We are supplying all the demands for arms as
fast as we can we expect to order a lot to you tomorrow
I think there is no concentration of Railroads at Mul-
droughs Hill a week ago we heard that the enemy was
encam on Muldroughs Hill now our friends are en-
camped upon it & the enemies pickets are in sight that
is an improvement,”

Upon receipt of Lincoln's telegram Morton replied the
same day that, "It is true there is no concentration of
railroads at Mull Droughs Hill but the road running
thenee south econnections with rail roads running to
nearly every confederate state, From the spirit of your
dezpatch & from other information I am satisfied my
despatches in regard to Kentueky are not highly
honored .. ."

In one letter Morton reminded Lincoln that “the Gov-
ernment is compelled to lean upon the States for its
Armies and in my opinion the hands of the men who
labor without ceasing to sustain the Government should
be held up and not deposed by indifference to their
recommendations or demands.”
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Morton's letter, addressed to Lincoln dated September
26, 1861 in the Foundation files follows:

“1 would not intrude this letter upon you were it not
for the overwhelming importanee of the subject. Bowling
Green is at the present time the headguarters of the
Confederate troops in Kentucky, and from that point
they are strung out along the rail road up to within
some forty miles of Louisville. A glance at the map will
show that their position is connected by rail with every
seceding state but two. Forces can thus be thrown to
them from every part of the South in a very short time.
There is good reason to believe that they are drawing
off their troops from Columbus in the South Western
part of the state and from various other points and
concentrating under Buckner at and in the neighborhood
of Bowling Green, It is known that there is at least two
Virginia regiments there already. As [ =aid to you in
my dispatches last night if they are allowed to main-
tain their position for any lenpgth of time they can make
it impregnable to any but a powerful force. But the
danger does not stop there, and is that they will be able
to gather a force large enough to march on Louisville
and seize it, which in a commercial and military point
of view is the heart of Kentucky. The difficulty of our
gsituation would be immensurably increased by the loss
of Kentucky. Her central position, the character of her
people, her power for good or evil almost make her the
turning point of the contest. What might have been done
to prevent preésent complieations it i unnecessary to
discuss. The question simply is, what is now the best
remyedy. I will give you my opinion which of course you
will take for what it is worth. 1 beliéeve a heavy column
should be concentrated at Louisville to move thence on
Nashville passing by and leaving other pointz in the
state to defend themselves or take the chances of war.
There should be some one grand movement looking to
a positive result. The . . . if it can be executed would
relieve Kentucky by compelling them to concentrate
their forces for the defence of Tennessee. The people in
the rear of the confederate army are secessionists or act
with them. Those in the rear of the Federal forces are
for the Union or act with us. In other words the protec-
tion of Louisville would be an armed conversion of
Kentucky to the confederate cause, and fon) the other
hand the occupation of Nashville would secure the
loyalty of Kentucky.

“There is no time to be lost. Every day is an age. 1
have four regiments under Anderson and two at Paducah.
I can send six more in three or four days if they had
arms and three or four more in a week. Gov. Dennison
whom | saw night before last says he can furnish ten
thousand from Ohio. As to what number can be drawn
from other states [ was not advised.

“We have learned by telegraph that Indiana has been

laced in the Department of Gen. 0. . . . Mitchell of

hia. Indian_ﬂ iz in a much more expozed condition from
the occupation of Kentucky by the confederates than
Ohio, and we think a review of the situation and the
« '+« we have displayed in responding to the call of the
government that we are entitled to some conzideration,
and we are at a loss to know why we are transferred
without consultation to the command of an officer un-
known to military fame, and whose attention thus far,
a5 I am informed has been devoted to preparation for
the defence of Cincinnati. While I am no military man,
and am among the humblest of those who are trying to
serve the jfovernment and I believe 1 can protect the
interest of Indiana and a strip of Kentucky fifteen miles
wide as well as Gen. Mitchell if authorized by the gov-
ernment and provided with the means. But enough on
this subject.

“In reference to arms and the defenceless condition
of Southern Indiana I can add nothing to what has
already been said in previous dispatches.

"Situated where you are, and as you are, I can hardl
hope that you will enter fully into the spirit in whic{
I write, but I hope you will give the subject of my
degpatches vour earnest and immediate attention.”

On September 28th Morton sent Linecoln a telegram
concerning Confederate General Felix Kirk Zollicoffer's
movement in the vicinity of Cumberland Gap, although
the exact message is not known to be extant, On this
same date Lincoln wired Governor Morton: “I have just

shown your message to (General Seott. He says he will
be glad if the Report of Zollicoffer's having left Cumber-
land Gap shall Eu confirmed. [ intend writing to you
today. Arms going to you and Anderson as fast as we
can send them."

Lincoln did write Morton on September 20th as prom-
ized but apparently not in reply to the Foundation's
letter of Morton dated September 26th,

“Hiz Excellency Gov. O. P. Morton: Your letter by
the hand of Mr. Prunk was received yesterday. 1 write
thiz letter because 1 wish vou to believe of us (as we
certainly believe of you) that we are doing the very best
we can. You do not receive arms from us as fast as vou
need them: but it is because we have not near encugh
to meet all the pressing demands; and we are obliged
to share around what we have, sending the larger shave
to the points which appear to need them most. We have
great hope that our own supply will be ample before
long, so that you and all others can have as many as
yvou need. I see an article in an Indianapolis newspaper
denouncing me for not answering your letter sent by a
special messenger two or three weeks ago. I did make
what I thought the best answer 1 could to that letter.
As I remember, it asked for ten heavy guns to be dis-
tributed with some troops, at Lawrenceburgh, Madizon
New-Albany and Evansville; and 1 ordered the guns, and
directed you to send the troops if you had them.

“As to Hentucky, you do not estimate that state as
more important than I do; but I am compelled to watch
all points. While 1 write this 1 am, if not in range, at
least in feartng, of cannon-shot, from an army of
enemies more than a hundred thousand strong. I do not
expect them to capture this city; but [ kwow they would,
if I were to send the men and arms from here, to defend
Louisville, of which there iz not a single hostile armed
soldier within forty miles, nor any force known to be
moving upon it from any distance.

“It iz true, the Army in our front may make a half
eiréle around Southward, and move on Louisville; but
when they do, we will make a half circle around North-
ward, and meet them; and in the mean time we will get
;{1 what forces we can from other sources to also meet

e,

“I hope Zollicoffer has left Cumberland Gap (though
I fear he has not) becausze, if he has, I rather infer he
did -it because of his dred of Camp Dick Robinson, re-
inforced from Cincinnati, moving on him, than berause
of his intention to move on Louisville. But if he does po
round and re-inforce Buckner, let Dick Robinson come
round and re-inforce Sherman, and the thing iz sub-
stantially a= it was when Zollicoffer left Cumberland
GGap. 1 state this as an illustration: for in fact, I think
if the Gap is left open to us Dick Robinson should take
it and hold it; while Indiana and the vicinity of Louis-
ville in Kentucky, can re-inforce Sherman faster than
Zollicoffer can Buckner,

"You requested that Lt. Col. Wood, of the Army,

should be appointed a Brigadier General. I will only say
that very formidable objéction has been made to this
from Indiana.”
. Kenneth M. Stampp in appraising the eorrespondence
in question was of the opinion that Linceln's “facetious
and patronizing replies to these admonishments were
well caleulated to drive the humorless Morton to fury.”
Nevertheless the Indiana povernor was determined that
no Indiana volunteer should be refused the opportunity
to serve, arms or no arms. Due in no smafl part to
Morton's efforts there were more than 150,000 enlist-
ments from Indiana during the four yvear conflict with
only a negligible number of men drafted. Morton be-
lieved the war should be made “instant and terrible.”

Certainly these letters and telegrams which were ex-
changed between Lineoln and Morton highlight an in-
teresting chapter in Civil War history during the late
summer and fall of 1861, These communications reveal
that Morton had “a high level of efficiency, a full meas-
ure of devotion and great political courage.” While
nervous and “skeered” he was never render “inept, or
paralysed.” But Lincoln is revealed throughout this try-
ing period as a man of exceptional clearheadness,

As Lineoln wrote Morton, “I am compelled to watch
all points” and with a better prospective of the big
situation he overcame the “irritating goads"” and achieved
victory for “a new nation.”
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