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THE RAIL SPLITTER

A Chicago And Cincinnati Newspaper Published In The Interest Of
The Lincoln-Hamilton Republican Ticket Of 1860,

Chicago Issue

In the presidential election year of 1860 Charles Laib,
i5 Randolph Street (upstairs), Chicago, [llinois, launched
Volume 1, Number 1, (June 23, 1860) of The Rail Split-
ter. In the introductory number Editor Leib stated on
the editorial page that “we will earnestly advocate the
principles of Republicanism because they are founded in
right, and will give to the National, State, and County
ticket, (when formed), s hearty support.” The editor
promised his readers “a warm and exciting campaign
in which thera will be a great deal of crimination an
recrimination,”

The first issue was sent out to prospective Republican
subscribers with the following =ales promotional plea:
“Every Republican who receives this number of The Roil
Splitter, if he has not already doene so, will, we hope,
send us his subseription, and interest himself in getting
up & good club of subscribers. It will be a live paper,
and will handle the zlavedriving Democracy without
gloves., The terms of subscription are only fifty cents a
copy during the campaign.”

To encournge subscribers a supplement to The Rail
Splitter, in the form of a broadside, was published which
featured four woodeut cartoons (three carieatured
Stephen A. Douglas) that were to appear in future
issues. A flpa'hd appeal was made to Wide Awakes to
subseribe. True to the publisher’s promise a eartoon was
published in all but one of the eighteen issues, Of the
seventeen cnrtoons published fifteen ridiculed Douglas.
One issue (No. 17) earried a drawing of the Republican
Wigwam at Chicago, Lincoln’s formal portrait did not

appear in this newspaper series, However, the portrait
of Hannibal Hamlin the vice presidentinl candidate and
running mate of the “Railsplitter” did appear in the
October 13, 1860 (No, 17) issue,

On Monday, September 3, 1860, Charles Leib issued a
large special edition of his newspaper called The Pie-
terial Kail Splitter using the same masthead as the reg-
ular izsue but without volume number or issue number.
The four page newspaper measures 24 x 19 inches and
is eight columns wide. Single copies were five cents and
quantity lots could be had for $£4.00 per hundred. This
special number carvied portraits of Lincoln and Hamlin,
the Chicago Wigwam, and miscellnneous cartoons. No
¢lue is to be found in this pictorial issue why the special
number was published unless it was to gnin new sub-
scribers and to whip up a4 more intense fervor among
Republicans for the Lincoln-Hamlin ticket,

The pictorial issue did carry one article of unusual
interest. A prediction was made that Lincoln would re-
ceive 170 electoral votes, Bell 58, Breckinridge 57 and
Douglas 9. This was a fairly accurate prediction in that
Lincoln actually received 180 uln-ttnr-]i. votes, Breckin-
ridge 72, Bell 39 and Douglas 12,

The file of the Chicago Rail Splitter ran to eighteen
issues all appearing on Saturday, from June 23, 1860 to
October 27, 1860, The Lincoln National Life Foundation
has the complete file as follows:

June 23, 1860 Vol, 1 No. 1
July 1, 1860 Yol. 1 No. 2
July 7, 1880 Yol. 1 No. 23

Continued on page 2)

Splitter,

A e

L hﬂufirmm ar the Il*uhlum.im Tomgrens asd Conrts —Aruriaw Liwwns.

CHICAGO, ILL, SATURDAY, JUNE 23, 1560,

Hﬂb l-'l'_.'

Frowi The Lincola Natiomal Life Foundation

Masthead of The Rail Splitier, Chicago, Ilinois.



LINCOLN

LORE

Syt

SUBSCRIBE FOR THE

= — -

Lot every Wide Awike be sure 1o Subseribe,
Addrsss CHARLDS LEMR Dder. Ohioags 01

Agents wanled (B svery Lown in the MWarthwosi

L asi FRT BIRS Y 8 eavsiE s

From The Lineoln Natiomal Life Foundation

iR

A rare broadside announcing the publication of

The Rail Splitter, Chicago, Illinois.
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Each issue measures approximately 26 x 141 inches
and contains four printed pages with six columnz on each
page.

The “Prospectus” of The Rail Splitter stated that the
newspaper would “be continued weekly until after the
resultz of the Presidential Election zhall be ascertained
and announced in its columns."” This promise was not
fulfilled as no issue appeared on Saturday, November
2, 1860 and the glorious results of the election held on
Tuesday, November 6, were not reported in an issue
dated Saturday, November 10. Perhaps, as a device to
influence the voter in the presidential contest this news-
paper had served its purpose.

Cineinnati Issue

J. H. Jordan and J. B. McKeehan were the editors of
the Cincinnati newspaper The Rail Splitter. Working
entirely independent of the Chicago editor thiz news-
paper was issued every Wednesday during the presi-
dential campaign. It was to be a “PICTORIAL PAPER
devoted to facts, argpuments, and incidents, which will be
of great service to the Republican cause throughount the
United States. Each number of the RAIL SPLITTER
will be ILLUSTRATED with ORIGINAL CUTS designed
to take the ‘starch' out of the ‘Little Giant’ and other
Democratic ‘Dough Faces,! and show them up in their
true colors.”

With a conservatively drawn Lincoln masthead this
four page newspaper (18 x 13 inches) ran from August
1, 1860 to October 27, 1860 in thirteen issues., Wednesday
was the day of publication but the last number (No. 13,
Vol. 1} dated October 27, 1860 appeared on Saturday.

The Lincoln National Life Foundation has the com-
plete file dated:

August 1, 1860 Vol. 1 No.

August B, 1860 Vol.

August 15, 1860 Val.

Aupust 22, 1860 Vol.

August 29, 1860 Vol.
September 5, 1860 Vol.
September 12. 1860 Vol.
September 15, 1860 Vol
September 26, 1860 Vol.

October 3, 1860 Vol,

October 10, 1860 Vol

Oectober 17, 1860 Vol. No. 12

October 27, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 13

Each number, except one, featured a ecartoon with
Douglazs bearing the brunt of the ridicule. The news-
paper was apparently financed by an “Association of
Republicans” and single copies sold for fifty cents. Pur-
chazed in gquantities of twenty-five or more and bundled
to be shipped to one address, copies could be purchased
for twenty-five cents.

The publishers of this Cincinnati newspaper hoped to
achieve nationwide circulation thinking that their paper

{Continued on page 3)
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Masthead of The Pictorial Rail Splitter, Chicago, Illinois. This newspaper contains fourteen illustrations.
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Masthead of The Rail Splitter, Cincinnati, Ohio.
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FProspectus on page 4 of The REail Splitter, Chicago,

June 23, 1860.

(Continued from page 2)

would be the only Republican pictorial in the United
States. They hoped to publish many articles of Republi-
can correspondents from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wiscon-
sin, Pennsylvania and New York. They also advertised
for good Republican political designz for illustrative
purposes. However, The Rail Splitter never carried suffi-
ecient illustrations to merit the elaim of being a pietorial
Newspaper.

The association of publishers unfurled their news-
paper rather timidly and not until the fourth issue of
August 22, 1860 did they reveal the names of Jordan
and Mc¢Kechan as editors. Finally in the seventh issue
of September 12, 1860 the publishers’ name was dis-
¢losed as Dory, Spring & Co. This firm is not listed in
the Cincinnati directory but P. Dory, a bookseller at 60
W. 4th (upstairs) is listed and that address was given
as the location of the newspaper business office.

The Cincinnati publishers, like those in Chicago, failed
to provide a paper that “will be issued every Wednesday
during the campaign, and the last number to contain
the results of the election.” The last issue dated October
27, 1860 fell nine days short of election day and thus
the subzcriberz were deprived of the final chapters of
the “illustrated political history” which the publishers
had so faithfully promised their subzeribers.

While elaborate claims were made by both the Chicago
and Cineinnati papers as to circulation it iz believed
that these newspapers had a very limited distribution.
Very few files or even single numbers of either issue are
found in research libraries and perhaps there is not
extant another complete file of the Chicago issue.

Research historians were grateful to Ralph G. New-
man in 1950, when he published in facsimile the com-
plete file of the Cincinnati issues in an edition of 150
sots, which were offered for sale by The Abraham Lincaln
Eook Shop, 18 East Chestrnut Street, Chicago, Illinois.

INAUGURAL TOUR

When enroute from Springfield, Illinois to Washing-
ton, D). C. to be inaugurated president of the United
States, Abraham Lineoln visited New York City on
February 20-21, 1861. Harper's Weekly, March 2, 1861
commented editorially about the number of people who
gathered to see Lincoln: “The last, though a very large
crowd—probably exceeding 100,000 persons in number—
was far less than those which went forth to stare at the
Prince of Wales and the Japanese Princes, mainly from
the fact that it contained few or no women. It would
seem that the ladies, who suffered martyrdom to see the
Britizsh Prince and endured some hardships to look at
‘Tommy’, did not care about seecing Mr. Lincoln”.
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ANGLE, PAUL M. 1958-5

Created Equal?/The Complete/Lincoln-Douglas De-
bates/of 1958/Edited and with an Introduction by /Paul
M. Angle/ (Device) /The University of Chicago Press.
Book, cloth, 8157 x 915%, xuxiil, 421 pp.. fr., price $7.50.

ANGLE, PAUL M. 1958-5a
(Same as above)
Speclal Edition: Volume XXXIIT of
the Collection of the Illinoiz Stote
Historical Library.
LINCOLN MEMORIAL
UNIVERSITY 1958-6
Lineoln Memeorial University
Press/Winter 1957-'8/Vol. 549,
No. 4/Lincoln Herald/A Mag-
azine devoted to Thistorical/
research in the field of Lin-
colniana and the Civil War,
and to the promotionfof Lin-
coln Ideals in American/Ed-

ucation.
Pamphlet, fexible bowrds, 7% = 107,
4 g

SQUIRE, DICK 1958-7

Linecoln in the Magazines/
During 1857/A Comulative
Riblicgraphy/of Periodical Lin-
colniana / Number Three/by
Dick Sguire/The Lincoln Press,
Bedford, Ohio/1958.

Ermphlnl. fiexible boards, 514 x gl4™.
FA TS

MORROW, HONORE
WILLSIE 19558

Honore Willsie Morrow/
Forever Free/ William Morrow
and Company/Publishers New
York.

Book, cloth, 514" x HLL™, wi, 406 pp..
n. L 1954 reprint hy Willinm Sloane
;\."'Umlﬂtl.h| Ine.. M. Y. City, prics
275

MORROW, HONORE WILLSIE 1958-9

Honore Willsie Morrow/The Last Full Measure/Wil-

liam Morrow and Lﬂm?any.f?uhli:ahurs New York.
Book, cloth, B1G™ x 814%, wiil, 337 pp.. n. L 1958 reprint by William
Sloane Associates, Ihl:.. M. Y. City, price §3.35.

MORROW, HONORE WILLSIE 1958-10

Honore Willsie Morrow/With Malice/Toward None/
William Morrow and Company/FPublishers/New York.
Book. cloth, 516" = B14°, v, 341 pp., n. i 1958 reprint by Willism
Slorne Associntes, Ine., N, Y. Cily, price $3.75

HOUSE, BRANT 1958-11

Edited by Brant House/Lincoln's/ Wit/ Ace Books, Ine./
23 W. 47th 5t., New York, 36, N. Y.
Book, flexible boards, 4% x 6%%. 266 pp. Ace Double Rize Rooks
[h-26%, price I5¢.

KAY, HELEN 1958-12

Lincoln A Big Man/by/Helen Kay/Illustrated by Art-

hur Polonsky/Hastings House Publishers New York.
Brochure, cloth, 78" x 1004", 456 pp.. illus, price $3.76. Juvenile title.

McCULLOCH, W. 1. 1948-13

“Two Commanders-in-chief—Some Analogies” /by /W. J.
MeCulloch /Lincoln's Reading and Education /by Professor
Albert P, Martin/Being the substance of addresses/de-
livered before the/Lincoln Fellowship of Hamilton, Can-
ada/at the Scottish Rite Club/on the evening of Febru-
ary 12, 1958./(Cover title).

Pamphlet, paper, 58" x 847, (12} ppo illus

SMITH, ARTHUR M. 18558-14
Address (Lincoln and Michigan) by/Mr. Arthur M.

Smith/of Dearborn/Prezsident, Abraham Lincoln Civil

War Round Table of Michigan/Before Joint Convention

::Ilth& Michigan Legislature/February 13, 1958/ (Cover

title).

Pamphlet, paper, 8" x 8%, 189 pp

DUNLAP, LESLIE W. 1958-15
(Sketch of negro) The Great Debate/Lincoln vs, Doug-
las 1B54-1B61/An exhibit of Manuscripts and Printed
Materials from/the Collections of Mr. and Mrs. Philip D,
Sang, Chicago,/and of the University of Illinois Library/
Selected and Described by Leslie W. Dunlap/The Uni-
versity Library/February 12—March 18, 1958.
Pamphlet, paper, 5% x 8147, 42 pp., Hos.

DOLLIVER,
JONATHAN P. 1958-16

Lincoln/A /Square Deal/For
Every Man/Address delivered
by the late Senator Jonathan
P. Duolliver of Iowa, at the
Linecaoln Centennial,/Spring-
field, Illinois./February 12,
1909,/ { Device) /Eldnar House,
Belleair, Florida/1958. Edition
limited to 150 copies. Copy No.
14.

Pamphlet, fexible boards, &% x 915",
15 pp.

PURTLE, HELEN R. 1958-17

{Reprinted from Bulletin of
the History of Medicine, Vol.
XXXII, No. 1, Jan.-Feb. 1958)/
Lincoln Memorabilia in the
Medical Museum of the Armed

THE COMPLETE SR S bR L
LINCOLN-DOUGLAS
DEBATES OF 1858

title).

:i'n:rnnhlr.l. paper, 77 x 147, E8-T4d pp.,
illaga.

HAMILTON,
HOLMAN 1958-18

Continuity from Broadeast
Music Ine./*The Book Pa-
rade’/Congressman Abraham
Lineoln/by Donald W, Riddle/
Guest Reviewer: Holman Ham-
ilton/Number: BP-339/Time:
14020 . . ./Copyright 1958, Broadcast Music, Inec./Work
may he performed without special permission by any
BMI Licensee/{Caption title).

Laoose leal shestz, paper, 83167 x 117, 6 pp.

EIFERT, VIRGINIA S. 1958-19

With A/ /Task Before Me/Abraham Lincoln Leaves
Springfield/by /Virginia 5. Eifert/Illustrated by Mann-
ing De V. Lee/Dodd, Mead & Company. New York 1958,

Book, cloth, 8% x 9%", Z18 pp., [, illus, price $3.04.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, THE 1958-20

The Library of Congress. The Alfred Whital Stern
Colleetion of Lincolniana/The Illinois Political Campaign
of 1858/ A facsimile of the Printer's Copy of his Debates
with/Senator Stephen Arnold Douglas as Edited and
Prepared/for Press by Abraham Lincoln/(Library of
Congress insignia).

Book, cloth, 100%™ x 15%", 211 pp., price $10.

LINCOLN NATJONAL LIFE FOUNDATION 1958-21

Lincoln Lore/Bulletin of the Linceln National Life
Foundation/Dr, R. Gerald McMurtry, Editor/Published
each month by The Lincoln National Life Inzurance
Company, Fort Wayne/Indiana/Number 1442 April 1958
—Number 1444 June 18958/ (Caption title).

Falder, paper, B3" x 117, 4 pp. illus. Nomber 1442, The Linnu-ln-
Pioneer Horse Brosders and Ii.m.lme Enthusinsia . . .; 1443, "Vien

L& Bagatella™ Lives of Presidential Llul.l]llhl{esl o o« o f lded,  Most
Significant Lincoln Cartoon-Febronry 12, 1958 -
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