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T HE llAIL SPLITTEll 

A Chicago And Ciucimoati 'ew.paper Published In T he Intc re;,t Of 

The Lincoln-Hamilton llepublican Ticke t 0£ 1860. 

Chica~o J~ue 

In the pre idential election year of 18£,0 Charles Leib 
1>5 Randolph Strt<t (Upstains), Chi<ago, Illinois, laun<hCd 
Volum< I, Number I. (June 23, 1860) of Th< Roil Splot­
t('r. In the introductory number Editor Leib ~tate<! on 
the editorial pnge that "we will earnestly advocate thf.' 
printiplu of Rcpublkonism because they are founded in 
right, nnd will give to the National, State, and County 
ticket, (when formed) , a hearty support ."· The editor 
promised his ··~ndcrs ''1\ warm and exciting campnlgn 
in wh ich there will be a g •·cat deal of crimination nnd 
•·ect·iminnt..ion." 

'J'he n l'tll iijiJU(' WtuJ sent out to prospective Republican 
subscribers with the following sales promotional pltn: 
''Every R('publicnn who receives this number of Tht /loil 
SpliffN·, if h~ ha~ not already done so, will, we hoJW. 
send UA hi~ aub!'4('ription, and interest himself in getting 
up a good club of MUb.scribers. It will be a live paper. 
:tnd will handle the slavedriving Democracy without 
glovt'A. Th~ ttrmA of ~ub~ription a~ only fifty cent• a 
copy durin~{ the campaign."' 

To enoourage llUb!<>eribers a $Upp1ement to Tltt Rml 
SJJI;tt,.,, in the form of a broadside, was publi~hed which 
featured four wood~ut c-artoons (three caricatured 
St-ephen A. Douglas) that were to appear in future 
issues. A ~l)(lt~iRI np5)E'a1 was made to \ Vide Awnl<es to 
:o>ub:-~cl'ibe. TI"U<' to the publisher's promise a cartoon wn" 
published in nil but one ol the ei~<hteen i>sues. or the 
~eventeen cartoon~ I)Ublished fifteen ridiculed Dough\~. 
One i&l\UC (No. 17) curried a drawing of the Republican 
Wigwnm nt Chicngo. Lincoln's formal portrait did not 

Wbe llnil 

nppear in this new$paper lleries. However, the portrait 
of llannibal Hamlin the viet p~tlid~nhal candidate and 
running mate of the "Railsplitter" did ap~ar in the 
O<tober 13, 1860 (No. 17) i••ut. 

On Monday, September 3, 1860, Charles 1-tib issued a 
large special edition of h is n~w•paper c:olled Th~ Pic· 
tonal Ra.-t Splili~r using the same mn"thead a5 the reg· 
u lnr issue but without volume number or iuue number. 
The four page newspaper mcnsur('R 21.1 x 10 inches and 
is e ight columns wide. Single copies were five cent!\ and 
quantity lots could be had for $4.00 t><'r h undred. Thi• 
MJK'<'iUI number tarried port1·ni tA of Lin<.'oln mld Hamlin, 
the Chicago \Vigwam, and miscellaneous ctu·toons. No 
('lue Is to be found in t his pictorial istmc why the specia l 
number was published unlt"A.S It WR1'1 to ~nin new sub­
scribers and to whip up n more inten~e fervor among 
Republicans for the Lincoln-Hamlin tickeL 

The pictorial issue did carry one nrtide or unusual 
inte:rc.st. A prediction wsA made that Lincoln would re­
ceive 1 i9 electoral votes, Bell 58, Breckinridge 57 and 
Douglas 9. This was a fairly accurate p~iction in that 
lincoln actuaiJy received 180 t>l~toral VOlc!!t, Breckin· 
ridge 72, Bell 39 and Dougla$ 12. 

The tile of the ChicaJ,!'o Roil Splillf'r ran to ei~ehteen 
iuue.s all appearing on Saturday. from June 23, ISGO to 
O<tober 27. 1860. The Lincoln National Life Foundation 
hu the eomplete file as follow•: 

June 23, 18GO Vol. I No. 1 
J u ly I, 18GO Vol. I No. 2 
July 7, 18HO Vol. I No. 3 

(Continued Mt J}(lfJt t) 
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Xl ll:;('ltl BE FOR Til E 

SPLI'M'BB 

Foltftd.Oti(m 

A rare broadside announcing the _publication O( 
The Rail Splitte1·, Chicago, Illinois. 

July 14, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 4 
July 21, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 5 
July 28, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 6 

August 4, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 7 
August 11, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 8 
August 18, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 9 
August 25, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 10 

September 1, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 11 
September 8, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 12 
September 15, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 13 
September 22, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 14 
September 29, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 15 

October 6, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 16 
October 13, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 17 
October 27, 1860 Vol. I No. 18 

Each i:ssue measures approximat.ely 26 x 14 a.&; inehes 
and contains four printed pages with six columns on each 
page. 

The "Prospectus" of The Rail Splitter stated that the 
newspape1· would ''be continued weekly until after the 
results of the Presidential Election shall be ascertained 
and announced in its columns." This promise was not 
fulfilled as no issue appeared on Saturday, November 
3, 1860 and the glorious results of the election held on 
Tuesday, November G. were not reported in an issue 
dated Saturday, November 10. Perhaps, as a device to 
innuence the voter in the presidential contest this news­
paper had served its purpose. 

Cincinnal i Jssuc 
J. H. Jordon and J. B. McKeehan were the editors of 

the Cincinnati newspaper Tlte Rail S]Jlitter. \Vorking 
entirely independent of the Chicago editor this news­
paper wa.s issued every Wednesday during the presi­
dential campaign. It was to be a "PICTORI AL PAPER 
devoted to facts, arguments, and incidents, which will be 
of great service to the Republican cause throughout the 
United States. Each number of the RAIL SPLITTER 
will be ILLU STRATED with ORIGINAL CUTS designed 
to take the 1Starch' out of the 'Little Giant' and other 
Democratic 'Dough Faces,' and show them up in their 
true colors." 

With a conservatively drawn Lincoln masthead this 
four page newspaper ( 18 x 18 inches) ran from August 
1, 1860 to October 27, 1860 in thirteen issues. Wednesday 
was the day of publication but the last number (No. 13, 
Vol. I) dated October 27, 1860 appeared on Saturday. 

The Lincoln National Life Foundation has the com-
plete file dated: 

August I, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 1 
August 8, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 2 
August 15, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 3 
August 22, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 4 
August 29, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 5 

September 5, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 6 
September 12. 1860 Vol. 1 No. 7 
September 19, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 8 
September 26, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 9 

Octob<r 3, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 10 
October 10, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 11 
October 17, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 12 
October 27, 1860 Vol. 1 No. 13 

Each number, except one, featured a cartoon with 
Douglas bearing t.h(! brunt of the ridicule. The news­
paper was apparently financed by an "Association of 
Republi~ans" and single copies sold for fifty cents. Pur­
chased in quantities of twcnty·fivc or more and bundled 
to be shipped to one address, copies eould be purchased 
for twenty-five cents. 

The publishers of this Cincinnati newspaper hoped to 
achieve nationwid0 circulation thinking that their paper 

(Continued on page 3) 

-------------------------,-----------------------
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IDhe 11Jirtofinl ~lail Splittcf. 

Masthead of The Pictorial Rail Splitter, Chicago, Illinois. This newspaper contains :fourteen illustrations. 
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Number l. 01 N0 1 NN.II.T1, WEDNESDAY. AUGUST I, 1860. Vol. 1. 

Masthead of Tlte Rail Splitter, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

l'RO:-\I'E< 1'U:;. 

LINCOLN AND UAMLIN. 
'fRESJDJ-;~TJAf, CA)tPAIG~ 01•' 1'1)1'. 

•• THF. 

RAIL SPLITTER." 

Prospectus on page 4 of The Rail Splitte-r, Chicago, 
June 23, 1860. 

(Continued from page 2) 
would be the only Republican pictorial in the United 
States. They hoped to publish many articles of Republi­
can ~onespondcnts from Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wiseon· 
sin, Pennsylvania and New York. They also advertised 
for good Republican poHtical designs for illustrative 
purposes. However, The Rail Splitter never carried suffi­
c ient illustrations to merit the claim of being a pictorial 
newspaper. 

The assoeiation of publishers unfurled their news­
paper rather timidly and not until the fourth issue of 
August 22, lSGO did they reveal the names of Jordan 
and McKeehan as editors. Finally in the seventh issue 
of September 12, 1860 the publishers' name was dis­
closed as Oot·y, Spring & Co. This firm is not listed in 
the Cincinnati directory but P. Dory, a bookse11er at 60 
\V. 4th (upstairs) is listed and that address was given 
as the location of the newspaper business office. 

The Cincinnati publishers, like t-hose in Chicago, failed 
to provide a paper that 10Will be issued every Wednesday 
during the campaign, and the last number to contain 
the results of the election." The. last issue dated October 
21, 1860 fell nine days short or election day and thus 
the subscribers were deprived of t.he. final chapters of 
the 1'illustrated political history" which the publishers 
had so faithfully promised their subsc1·ibers. 

\Vhile elaborate claims were made by both the Chicago 
and Cincinnati papers as to circulation it is believed 
that these newspapers had a very limited distribution. 
Very few files or even single numbers of either issue are 
found in research libraries and perhaps there is not 
extant another co·mplete file of the Chicago issue. 

Research historians were gr-ateful to Ralph G. New­
man in 1950, when he published in facsimile the com­
plete file of the Cincinnati issues in an edition of 150 
sets, which were offered for sale by The Abraham Lincoln 
Book Shop, 18 East Chestnut Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

INAUGURAL TOUR 

When enroute from Springfield, Illinois to Washing· 
ton, D. C. to be inaugurated president of the United 
States. Abraham Lincoln visited New York City on 
February 20-21, 1861. Harper'• Weekly, March 2, 1861 
commented editorially about the number of people who 
gathered to see Lincoln: 'jThc last, though a very large 
crowd-probably exceeding 100,000 persons in number­
was far Jess than those which went forth to stare at the 
Pr·ince of Wales and the Japanese Princes, mainly from 
the fact that it contained few or no women. It would 
seem that the ladies, who suffered rnarty·rdom to see the 
British Prince and endured some hardships to look at 
'Tommy', did not care about seeing Mr. Lineoln11

• 
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CUMULATIVE BffiLIOGRAPHY-1958 
$e.IC('tion.f a ppi'"C)Ve(l by a Bibliography Commi~~ eonsl•tina- of the 

roUowln~ membere : Arnold Cat~&. 289 New H)'de Park Road, Garden 
City, N. '{,: Carl H&v~rlin, 2 Ml\fl~nJOn Road, 0-..onx-vllle-, N. Y. : 
E. B. Long, 10$ North Kenilworth Ave .• 011.lc P a.rk, lll.~ Richard F . 
Lufki n, 45 Milk ~t. Bo!liton, 9. Mau. ~ W ayM C. 1'emr1•. Lincoln 
Memorial Unlve,..ity, Harrogat e. Te-nn.: Rllh)h G. Newma n, 18 Ea11t 
Cb~tnut St~t. Chlc&JlO 11. Ill. : Willinm H. Towt1.~nd, 310 F11'11t 
Na tio nal S.nk Bldg .. LfxlnKton 3, Ky.; and Cl)·de C. Wt~lton, J r .• 
111ino ls St ate m , torlcal Ubl'llry, s,~rlnKfit.ld. Jll. 

N~w it~• avai lable for c:onalderatlon may be &ent to the •bove 
~tddn!IIII'H or to tM Uncotn Na tion• ! Life Fw ndation. 

ANGLE, PAUL M. 1958-5 
Created Equal? /The Complete/ Lincoln-Douglas De­

bates/of 1958/ Edited and with an Introduction by/ Paul 
M. Angle/ (Device) / The University of Chicago Press. 
IJook, cloth, ~~ .. x 11 ~ ... xulll • .ct l pp •• rr •• p r leco $1.~0. 

ANGLE, PAUL M. 1958-5a 
tSame aa above) 
SP«Ial Edition : Volwnt! XXXJH oC 
th~ Colleoetion o r the llllnoit State 
H il!tori('al Library, 

LINCOLN MEMORIAL 
UNIVE!lSITY 1958-6 

Lincoln Memorial University 
Press/ Winter 1957-'8/ Vot. 59, 
No. 4/ Lincoln Herald/ A Mag­
azine devoted to historical / 
research in the field of Lin­
colniana and the Civil War, 
and to the promotion/ of Lin­
coln Ideal$ in American/ Ed­
ucation. 
Pa.m1•hl~t . ftc-xlblo boctrdll, 7 .. x JO ... 
40 pp. 

SQUillE. DICK 1958-7 
Lineoln in the Magazines/ 

During 1957/ A Cumulative 
Bibliography/of Periodical Lin­
colniana/ Number Three/ by 
Dick Squire/ The Lincoln Press, 
Bedford, Ohio/ 1958. 
Pamphl~t. tt.xlbl.- boardlJ, $14 .. x Sth ... 
3t Ill•· 

MOR!lOW, HONO!lE 
WILLSIE 1958-8 

Honore Willsie Morrow/ 
Forever Free/ William Morrow 
and Company/ Publishers New 
York. 
Uook. clo-th. 5~ .. x ~P.4'". vi , 4% p p., 
n. 1. 1 911~ nur1n' by ' \villhun Sloane 
All$0CIAtt!ll, fnc., N. Y , Cit.y. !'lriee 
$3.7G. 

MORROW, HONORE WILLSIE 1958-9 
Honore Willsie Morrow/The Last Full Measure/ \Vil­

Jiam Morrow and Comfany/ Publishers New York. 
Book. clot h. 61h" x SY& ... vii , 337 J•J) •• n . I. 1 9.5~ ~print by William 
Sloane A!IIIC)(:Iatea, Inc .. N. Y. Cit.y, rorie~ $3.15. 

MORROW. HONORE WILLSIE 1958-10 
Honore Willsie Morrow/ With Malice/ Toward None/ 

\Villiam Morrow and Company/ Publishers/ New York. 
Oook, cloth, 5% .. x gM·. v. 3"2 1)1~ .. n. i. 194!S reprint by Willi• m 
Sloane Aseotillk8, lnc .• N. Y. City, price $3.75. 

HOUSE, BRANT 1958-11 
Edited by Brant House/ Lincoln's/ Wit/ Ace Books, Inc./ 

23 W. 47th St., New York, 36, N. Y. 
Book. flulble ~rd•. 4 Vt .. x &lh ... t tiG pro. Ac~ 1~1ble Si~e Rook" 
1)•26~ . price 35". 

KAY, HELEN 1958-12 
Lincoln A Big Man/ by/ Helen Kay/ Illustrated by Art­

hur Polonsky/ Hastings House Publishers New York. 
IJroeh\lre-, cloth, 1% " x 10-.4·. -45 (lp., illua .• J)rlc~ U.16. Juvenile dtl~. 

McCULLOCH, W. J. 1948-13 
"Two Commanders-in-chief-Some Analogies" / by/ W. J. 

McCulloeh/ Lincoln's Reading and Education/ by Professor 
Albert P. Martin/ Being the substance of addresses/de­
livered before the/ Lincoln Fellowship of Hamilton, Can· 
ada/ at the Scottish Rite Club/ on the evening of Febru­
ary 12, 1958./ (Cover title). 
PAmphlet, fll'l~r, $%" X 8% .. , (12) J'OJ'l., iiJU$. 

SMITH, ARTHUR M. 1958-H 
Address (Lincoln and Michigan) by/ Mr. Arthur M. 

Smith/of Dearborn/ President, Abraham Lincoln Civil 
\Var Round Table of Michigan/ Before Joint Convention 
of the Michigan Legislature/ February 13, 1958 /(Cover 
title). 
P11mphlet, l.'l•fltr , $'' x 9 .. , 19 p p . 

DUNLAP, LESLIE W. 1958-15 
(Sketch o{ negro) The Great Debate/ Lincoln vs. Doug­

las 1854-1861 /An exhibit of Manuscripts and Printed 
Materials {rom/ the Collections o{ Mr. and Mrs. Philip D. 
Sang, ChicagoJ and of the University of Illinois Library/ 
Selected and uescribed by Leslie W. Dunlap/ The Uni­
vers ity Library/ Feb•·uary 12-March 18, 1958. 
Pa:tnphlet, pal)fr. 5" x SY.t'', -42 pp., lllu:1. 

DOLLIVER, 
JONATHAN P. 1958-16 

Lincoln/ A/ Square Deal/ For 
Every Man/ Address delivered 
by the late Senator Jonathan 
P. Dolliver of Jo\va, at the 
Lincoln Centenniai,/ Spring .. 
field, Illinois./ February 12, 
1909./ ( Device) / Eldnar House, 
Belleair, Flo•·ida/ 1958. Edition 
limited to 150 copies. Copy No. 
14. 
P a m1)blet. ftex lble boarda, 6"' x 11~ ... 
IG pp, 

PURTLE, HELEN R. 1958-17 
(Reprinted from Bulletin of 

the History of Medicine, Vol. 
XXXII, No. 1, Jan.-~'eb. 1958) I 
Lincoln Memo•·abilia in the 
Medical Museum of the Armed 
Fol'ees Institute of Pathology/ 
Helen R. Purtle/ (Caption 
title). 
Pamphlcrt, •'••~r. 7"' x H)"', 68-'1'4 rm .. 
lllua. 

HAMILTON, 
ROI,MAN 1958-18 

Continuity from Broadcast 
Music I nc./"The Book Pa­
rade" / Congressman Abraham 
Lincoln/ by Donald W. Riddle/ 
Guest Reviewer: Holman Ham­
ill<ln/ Number: BP-339/Time: 

14030 .. ./Copyright 1958, Broadcas t Music, Inc./ Work 
may be performed without. s pecial permission by any 
BMI Licensee/ (Caption title). 
Loo!!e Jeaf llheet., flllpt,r, 8% .. x II", $ Pl'l· 

EIFE!lT, VIRGINI A $. 1958-19 
With A /Task Before Me/ Abraham Lincoln Leaves 

Springfield/ by/ Virginia S. Eifert/ lllustrated by Mann­
ing De V. Lee/ Dodd, Mead & Company. New York 1958. 
Book, c l<Joth , lllh .. x ~~~ ... %18 fll' ·· fr., illu• ·· ll rlce $3.00. 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, THE 1958-20 
The Library of Congress. The Alfred Whital Stem 

Collection of Lincolniana/ The Illinois Political Campaign 
or 1858/ A facs imile of the Printer•s Copy of his Debates 
with/ Senator Stephen Arnold Douglas as Edited and 
Prepared/ lor Press by Abraham Lincoln/ (Library of 
Congress insignia). 
Book. elo th, 10 1,'t .. x 1$W'. 2:11 111'1 .. 1•rit~ $ 10. 

I.INCOLN NATIONAL l.IFE FOUNDATION 1958-21 
Lincoln Lore/ Bulletin of the Lincoln National Life 

Foundation / Or. R. Gerald McMurtry, Edil<lr/ Published 
each month by The Lincoln National Life Insurance 
Company, Fort Wayne/ Indiana/ Number 1442 April 1958 
- Number 1444 June 1958/ (Caption title). 
t·o~er. pnper, 8 'h .. x 11• . 4 pp., illull. Nwnber 1442, The U nroln11 : 
Pio n"r Hone Bretd~TlJ =*nd R.t.tein"' Ent.huaiute • • . : 1443, ·•viva 
La lh.Jratelln." Llvf',. o-r Pre~~~entlal C..ndld!ltH , , • : I<IU. MOlt 
Si$Cnifteant Lincoln Cltrtoon·l'~MJ•ry J2 , 1911S , .• 
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