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The m‘:fta tannelﬁf Abraham Lineoln
as one o g world's putstanding per-
sonalities is everywhere acknowl ?
Naturally the question arises: at
makes Linecoln great? One Imﬁmu]:l asks
the guestion sympatheti
to know the far:tum which mnt.ribu
to his renown. other group, hold-
ing that Lincoln haa been bnn'}dgﬂly
esteemed, puts the query as
lenge. It may be presumptuous to at-
tempt to answer this gquestion satis-
fact&niml the limited space available
in this bulletin, but it will be possible

rovide a synopsis which each
re er may supplement to his own
satisfaction.

Most men have been awarded rec-
ognition by sheer ability to excell in
one objective, such as: Arts, Athletics,
Edueation, Iintertainment, Industry,
Law, L:t.era.tum Politics, Science,
Theology, ete. Lincoln however, ex-
celled in many fields of endeavor and
that fact may largely account for the
unique place he occupies in eiviliza-
tion. Fortanately we may turn to
Lincoln himself for a formula which
will guide us to a better understand-
ing of his enviable position among
men. Upon the death of Henry Clay,
Lincoln pronounced a eulogy in which
he said: “It is probably true that he
(Clay) owed his preeminence to mo
one quality but to a fortunate combi-
nation of several . . . no one of them
VEry Uncommon: but all together are
rarely combined in one individual.’

Martyrdom might be s as
the most important contribution to
Lincoln’s greatness, but we are in
agreement with The London Spec-
tator's opinion, “the fact that he was
martyr would b e only one of the
reasons for his pnsntmrl.“' We propose
however, in this monograph to con-
fine ourselves to five fields of attain-
ment in which he excelled through
his own directive efforts, although
there were many other accomplish-
ments which were noteworthy.

PROFOUND STATESMANSHIP

“The memory of Lincoln will live and en-
dure -nwng you, gathering reversnce from age
memory of one who saved tha

rﬁg':f‘l.: by his wisdom."—Jnmes Bryce

Ag truly as Washington might be
called the father of his country, Lin
eoln eould be termed its savior. Wlth
the southern confederacy fighting for
its own independence, with the aboli-
tionista of tﬁe north shouting *“good
riddance to the south,” with many
northern generals advucatinq com-
promise and with some of his own
eabinet members in favor of allow-
ing the southern states to go their
own way, Lineoln stood almost alone
among e nation’s leaders in sponsor-

WHY IS LINCOLN GREAT?

ing the objective that “The Union
must be preserved.” The ocutstanding
lifetime achievement of Abraham Lin-
coln was the preservation of the
Union. This contribution alone would
make him our preeminent statesman.

HUMANITARIAN MEASURES

"Idﬂlhuhlﬂ.ﬂ statesman
nnkudnﬂ;hhﬁ-hmhdﬂn
mgln ds as Abraham Lincoln

One &dﬁm most far reaching docu-
ments ever written, the Proclamation
of Emancipaﬁun. Abraham Lin-
coln's rso‘nal eomposition.
Gideon Welles h;s diary and Frank
. Carpenter in his reminiscences
agree that the President himself pre-
pared the document, “Without con-
sultation or knowledge of his cabinet,™
He concluded the proclamation with
this paragraph: “And upon thizs a
sincerely ieved to be an aet
justice, warranted by the Constitu-
tion, upon military necessity, I invoke
the considerate j ent of mankind,
and the ous favor of Almighty
God.” This proclamation set in motion
a series of enactments that struck the
shackles from 4,000,000 slaves and
caused Lincoln to become known as
the “Emancipator of & BEace." This
iz another accomplishment which sets
Lineoln apart as the great humanitar-
ian of the age and extended his fame
universally.

MILITARY STRATEGY

"l'h;l mmibﬂiw Iny uﬁ::lg with Lin-
lishes hlm ns th- stra

must inke the credit or

E.
Only in recent years has the role of
Lineoln as the commander-in-chief of
the armies of the Republic been pro
erly set forth. A book entitled T
Military Genius of Abraham Lincoln
by General Colin R. Ballard, lecturer
at British Staff College, pmaEnta Lin-
coln as “the forerunner of that which
we now call the Higher Command."
He was the first great military leader
to conduct armies from a central of-
fice, far withdrawn from the scene of
hostilities. Yet he had no "rea.dy made
General Staff to set caref A:reparad
phma before him, and he had to pmk
Drdpert advice as best he could,”
ing to Ballard. This English
military authority closes his book with
the statement that during the Civil
War there were “many men who
earned immortal fame . . . but the
man was Abraham Linml_n," the com-
mander-in-chief of the victorious
Union army.

LITERARY GENIUS

“The thres supreme mastorpieces of English
eloguence—ihe tonst of William Pitt after the
wietory of Trafalgar, and iwe of Lineoln's

‘hes: The Gettysburg Address and the
nd Innogural.”—Lord Curson

Ralph Waldo Emerson said he
thought the Second Inaugural address
of Abraham Lincoln “was likely to
outlive anything m:-w in pnnt in the
English langun Monsieur M. E.
Dusergier de uranne. French edi-
tor, wrote: “1 not believe that
modern speech ha.a ever produced any-
thing that will excell his eloguent dis-
course over the grave of d soldiers
at Gattyah ulg " There were also let-
ters of condolence to the widow Bixby,
tha parents of Col. Ellsworth and

(F MeCulloch; political ecorre-
spnn ence with E'IJI'IB‘B Greeley, Eras-
tus Corning and James C. Conkling;
eulogies on Eﬁ'ﬁ Washington
Henry Clay and Zachary Taylor; an
Eraunnl military notes to F

Hooker, Halleck, Blunt and
others, which were significant writ-
ings, ﬁ"ha London Spectator claimed:
“Tt is not too much to say of him that
he is one of the greatest masters of
prose ever produced by the English
race.” Although he was but 56 years
old at the time of his death, few
literary critics seem to have lamented
the fact that hia early passing cut
gshort a life which presaged one of
the most promizing literary careers
in American letters.

EXEMPLIARY CHARACTERISTICS

“] may feel froe to speak of him as I
might speak of Plate or 8t. Paul or any other
of that little group of umbutlw whose
lives and th we shomld all be diferent
from what we ln."—l..nrﬂ Halifnx

The preat masses of people have
come to admire Lincoln uw-st for his
sterling character., Tolstoi went so
far as to call him “A Christ in minia-
ture, a saint of humanity.” Sometime
ago Lincoln Lore (Nos. 1833, 1340)
compiled a few of Lincoln's character-
istica which through the years have
become associated with him. Among
them were: courage, honesty, humil-
ity, justice, mercy, patience, simpli-
city and sympathy.

Before meln was inaugurated
President, before he issued the Eman-
cipation Proelamation, before he
spoke at Gett:rsburg before the war
was won, before the Union was saved,
and more than four fmm before his
martyrdom, Robert Black on January
9, 1861, published in London this
tribute to the character of the newly
elected President of the United
States: “By l.'mhrmg; energy, by un-
swerving integrity, by uncompromis-
ing courage, by kmdneaa of heart, by
general humor, strong common
sense, by re.spl:ctu. le talent and by
moderate eloquence has Abraham
Lineoln ecommended himself to his
countrymen and won himself a I;:Ia.ce
among the princes of the world.



