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LINCOLN ATTENDS EASTERN CHURCHES IN 1860

When Paul A.nglu completed his
data for the publications locating
Abraham Lincoln day by day, he made
this notation with reference to Lin-
S Enisy pet’ Bsiey. Fiieses ok

tu an (0 1y 20
and 26, 1860, respec tiru : “The ae-
counts of Linculn lchnhu are so
confused, when ecompared with each
other, that it is impossible to make a
eoherent narrative of them."” We do
not presume to have untangled the
confusion but possibly an attempt to
clarif, ]thi! situation somewhat is per-
missible,

The da lfter ‘W‘uh!n
day in 1860 incoln left
Springfield fur um east. He under-
stood that the address he was en-
anred to make would be delivered in

lymouth Church, Brooklyn, Upon ar-
rival in New York, ]wwwur. dis-
covered that the place of meeting
had been changed to Cooper Union
in New York. Although his original
schedule was changed, during the
three Sundays he was away from
home he did attend at least five re-
ligious servicea, two of them at Henry

ard Beecher's church in Brooklyn.

Sunday, February 26, 1860

Soon after Abmmham Lincoln
reached the Astor House in New York
on Saturday he was visited by a
political ndn'dm by the same sur-
name, Lincoln, who had
visited Sprina'ﬂtld on several occas-
ions, We are fortunate in having
George  Lincoln's reminiscence for
this week end. He states: “When
evening came and I was returning to
my Brooklyn home 1 asked him
(Abraham) if he would like to go
over to Brooklyn and listen to a
germon from Mpr., Beecher in the
murnth;?' ‘Oh Yes' he exclaimed, My
wife dmuthntlmustromdheu
Beecher while in New York.,'"™

In the letter to Cephas Brainard in
which George Lincoln records his
;-uninlmnu he Iltlh:ﬁt: ;Afht:rhhv-
ng my wen e
nfh :::: 5 Iilr. H, C. Biunw:]::,
who a more eligible pew e
church my own, and asked

if he would give Mr, Lincoln a =seat
in his the next morning. It would
afford him great pleasure to do so he
gaid, We reached the church in good
season and found Mr, Bowen already
in his seat awaiting the arrival of
his western friend. . . The service
over, Mr. Beecher came down to greet
him and took him by the hand for
the first time. Many of the congr

tion came and were introduced. is
of course ia the famous No. 89
on which there is a tablet noting

n's birth-

Abraham Lincoln's visit to the church
on Sunday, February 26, 1860. The
tablet was dedicated by Rev. Newell
Dwight Hillis, the minister, in 1909.
According to Stephen M. Griswold, a
member of the church, Henry t_‘..
Bowen was the man who first
gested the name of Abraham Linco n
to the Pl th Church committee as
a possible speaker on their lectore
];rognm. Lincoln is nid to have had
| connections with the New York
ﬂ.rm Bowen and McNames in collect-

TWENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL
ITINERARY

| '“:? T D aie Riienees 0f
ocation o [ ng itinerary o
the editor of ngz?u Lore for Janu-
:rﬁy und February 1066, Those who

ght be interested in learning of the
schedule in detail in the various ecities
named, may contact the loeal offices
of the Lincoln National Life Insur-
ance Company.

Lafayette, La, Jan, 10, 1956,
Beaumont, Tex., Jan. 11, 12
Corpus Christi, Tex., Jan. 13.
Houston, Tex., Jan. 16-18.

San Antonio, Tex., Jan. 19, 20,
Dallas, Tex., Jan. 23-25.

Fort Worth, Tex., Jan. 26, 27.
Tulsa, Okla., Jan, 30,

Kansas City, Mo., Jan. 31, Feb. 1.
St. Louis, Mo., Feb. 2, 3.
Detroit, Mich., Feb. 8, 9, 10.
Chicago, 1L, Feb, 12-15.
Milwaukee, Wis., Feb. 16, 17,
Appleton, Wis,, Feb. 20,
Madizon, Wis., Feh, 21, 22,
Minneapolis, Minn., Feb, 23, 24.

ing claims in Ilinois. Although Mr,
Lincoln was invited to have dinner
at the Bowens, he felt as if he should
return to his hotel.

Sunday, March 4, 1860

just ome year
from that date he would be inaugur-
ated P‘ml.dunt. of the United States.
Although tw before at Man-
chester he hl.d introduced as
“The next President of the United
Btates,” Edwin L. Page in his book
on Lineoln in New Hompshire pre-
gents the reminiscences of a voung
printer of Exeter who recalled that
early Sunday morning Lineoln had
taken a walk and Iﬂm aged him in con-
versation at Pi:lt et Bridge about
two miles out of

Lincoln attended church at Exeter
Sunday morning with his son Robert
in the Second Church of the New
Parish and heard Rev. Orpheus T.
Lanphear deliver the sermon. Al-
though the church was torn down
some years later the pew in which
Lincoln sat was preserved.

Sometime du.rinf the day he wrote
two lettérs, one of them to his wife
in which he advised her if he had
forseen the “toil"—s h making—
“] think I would not have come east
at all." The other letter was written

to James A, Brl ot New York
acknowledgin 200,00 check for
his Cooper ﬁniun speech, Although

the letter to Bri fguﬂ is fragmentary
it is evident that further engagements

were pro d for Lincoln at New
York on his return which he declined
to accept.

Sunday, March 11, 1860

It was w}ﬂdnuhtﬂdly htfﬁ; hmrre;;
pondence Briggs which broug
them together in New York on Sun-
day morning March 11 when another
et ”’""uﬁ.“”‘aﬁ““"i“ oo

v not a e un

l; chun:i was crowded and they
found seats in an obseure spot in the
balcony. Lincoln would not have been
observed had it not been for an elder-
ly deacon who recognized him as the
visitor of two weeks before. Accord-
ing to this usher . . . Lincoln told him
that he had pﬁ:ferrod the balcony as
“his feet were too long to fit between
the " on the first floor., A more
favorable location was found for him
and for Mr., BDates,

We are undebted to Mr. Bates for
what may be ealled the most de-
pendable story about Lineoln's con-
troversial visit to the Five Points
Mission School. Bates elaims that it
was this last Sunday in New York
when the visit occurred and that Lin-
coln’s host was his old friend Hiram
Barney, Elq Bates further =tates
that after Barney had told the super-
intendent of the Sunday School, who
the disti hed visitor was, t,h:.t
Mr. Lincoln was nsked to speak to
the chﬂdm which he did and the
children seemed to y it. Mr. Bates
further reenlls: That met Mr. Lin-
coln at Mr. Barney's that evening and
that Lincoln attended the Fourth Uni-
versalist Church in New York with
him. Edwin Hubbell Chapin was the
minister and his biographer states
that, “In the peried prm:audiug the
Civili War he was n:finuousl.r
among the ponents
slavery . .. he Emt long been one o!
the most Pmmlnunt of metropolitan
preachers



