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ANTI-SLAVERY SEEDS IN THE BLUE GRASS
T the Lincoln's own generous recognition of

Fluegrues. University dﬂﬁnmur hﬁ Lex-
Ington, Hy., 302 pp. Price $6.50.

William H. Townsend's book Lin-
coln and the Bluegruss presents a
more deseriptive eaption in the sub-
title “Sla and Civil War in Ken-
o Aot M Bt o

@ or ¢
presented. In the field of Lincolniana
students of history are under special
obligation to those authors who pro-
vide source booka which allow one
to make an intelligent approach to
an understanding of the Emanci-

tor's development. Townsend's book

such a study.

Kmlmk}v offered a well prepared
seed bed for that type of thinking,
which not only roooﬁ.med the con-
stitutional righta of slavery but also
advocated that it was a “social wrmu;
and a great political evil.” Many o
its statesmen as early as the begin-
ni:g of the nineteemth century were
nl to the “gradoal and ultimate
abolition of slavery.” These men were
not timid and :l-uﬂrlng individuals but
couragecus and aggressive exponents,
who used the open forum and the
printed page to express their com-
vietiona.

Fortunately, Mr. Townsend is pro-
ficient in the use of colorful term-
inology which allows the reader to
almost witness some of the striking
episodes which Abraham Lineoln ob-
served in his visits to Kentucky. Lex-
ington, the early home of his wife,
was not Im'ti the heart of the Blue-

ags, but the kernel of pro-slavery
nicrests as well. The fact that many
of the most prominent anti-slavery
exponents made their home there also,
eaused it to become the hot bed of
both human servitude and civil war
agitation,

This reviewer's residence in Lex-
ington over a period of years and his

rsonal acquaintance with the author
or a quarter of a century might dis-
qualify him somewhat for ing an
unprejudiced appraisal of Mr, Town-
send's book. But, on the other hand
familiarity with the geographica
background and many personal con-
tacts with descendants of rROTE
mentioned, allow him to subseribe
more sympathetieally to the value of
Lincoln in the Blue (frass as a de-
pendable historieal source.

Provincialism sometimes causes an
author to overemphasize the part a
loeal celebrity may have played in the
life of some other great American,
but Townsend does not exagperate
Henry Clay’s influence in shaping the
political philosophy and the slavery
sentiments of Lincoln. In fact it would
be difficult for any one to go beyond

how greatly he was under obligation
to the “sage of Ashland" with respect
to slavery. Lincoln said: “I ¢an ex-
press all my views on the slavery
uestion by quotations from Henry
lay.” We have Lincoln’s own state-
ment, “I was an 0ld Henry Clay
tariffl whig" and every st of
Lincoln knows that notions on
The American 8 were patterned
after Mr. Clay's Internal Improve-
ment Policy,

There is another Cll{. assius by
name, who I8 certainly the most
Iar individual in the book. If

e reader has not met him he iz in
for a biographical thriller. Book
jackets sometimes are given to exag-
gerations but when the publishers re-

HENRY CLAY'S WRITINGS

The proposal to edit and publish
the letters and pa of Honry Clay
is a project in which every student
of Lincoln should have a deep inter-
est. He, nbove all others, was Lin-
coln®s mentor in the field of slavery
and political philosophy. Any one who
may possesa or knows of an original

ting to or from Clay should send
the date and names of both writer
and recipient to Dr. James F. Hop-
kins, University of Kentucky, Lexing-
ton, Kentucky.

fer to Cassius Clay as “flery” it is
tame characteriza indeed. As far
as personal contact is concerned Lin-
coln was much better acquainted with
Cassius than with his more famous
cousin, Henry. On Lincoln’s first
vigit to Lexington he undoubtedly
read an {tem in the local press setting
forth the heroism of Cassius Clay in
the Mexiunsw“. Ga:lalian ;ﬁﬂmlﬂ
Lincolns in ringfield in w
he was lnvihg to xm Tlinois on
of the ri Compro-
mise. At the Chicago Wi &nu-
vention Cassins threw his influence
to Linecoln and a few days later Lin-
coln commended Cassius for his “un-
waver pu to stand for the
ht” jus cmuéﬂmd for Lin-
coln, organized the y Battalion
and was appointed Minister to Russia
by the dent.

One wrumn. introduced by Town-
send, will be elevated degrees
in the estimation of the reader when
he follows the eareer of Rev. Robert
J. Bmkj}wﬁ dlﬂf Il..exirm?. In tﬁu
process ng loyal union senti-
ment in the nurr.g. it is doubtfal if
there was a single individual outside
of the official family at Washington

who contributed more to this end. He
became the dynamic temporary chair-
man of the 1864 convention that
nominated Lincoln.

There is one other Kentuckian pre-
sented by Townsend, John J. Critten-
den, who makes up the Blue Grass
quartette of political celebrities who
were especially admired by Lincoln.
At Cincinnati in 1850 addressing his
remarks to the Kentuekians, Lincoln
said of Senator Crittenden, “1 have
always loved with an affection ns
tender and endearing as I have ever
loved any man.” It was Crittenden,
an ardent Whig, who was the besat
man at the wedding of Robert Todd,
Lincoln's father-in-law. Yet it was
Crittenden who seems to have con-
tributed more to the defeat of the Old
W]rli Linecoln by the Democrat Doug-
las in the senatorinl campaign of
1868 than any other out of the state
man.

For those who have read Mrs. Ruth
Painter Randall's biogra
Irving Stone's novel on Lin-
coln, there swaits a refreshing and
intimate supplement in the pages of
Townsend's book, written in the ve
city where the Todd family lived.
One will not only meet Mary as a
small girl and young lady, but her
parenta, kinfolks and associates ap-
pear in an historical environment
which contributes much to a fuller
appreciation of her eunltural sttain-
ments,

As has already been implied by the
e is given to the subtitle of the
book that it is Slavery and the Civil
War wl:iehl are amtui:;e_lq in the
argument. It appears as
has produced enough evidence to
satisfy the reader that Lincoln's
visits to the Eluew “oave him &
firast hand know " of slavery
which was unavailable in Indiana or
Ilinois. Not only did he see slavery at
its best, in the sympathetic relation
of the mistress and her house serv-
ants, but he also saw the slave
dealers' and at Lexington.
.H.pplrmﬁy Mary and Abraham saw
eye to eye on the slavery question.

That section of the book which
deals with the Civil War lpouihl:r
TIE“ be entitled “The Bluegrasa

ta Lincoln” as many Kentucky
individuals and delegations called on
the President during the hostilities.
Townsend places much emphasis on
Lineoln's message to Senator Brown-
ing when he wrote: “I think to loose
Kentucky is nearly the same as to
looge the whole . Kentucky gone,
we can not hold Missouri, nor, as

thin and. These all against us
and on our hands is too lnr,m:
for us."



