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MEMORIALIZING THE LINCOLNS IN KENTUCKY

On this Memorial Day ninety years after the death
of the Emancipator, Kentucky is dedicating a bronze

Eol;ioodi rmwhm Abrahm Linmlnlpenthh
Boy Smutl

Kentucky H Society, the
!umrlu, 0ld Ktnt Hume Council
Kentucky Highway Department and University of
Kentucky are colla rn in tht ject. The ker
for the oecasion will erald MeM of
Linecoln Memorial Uni.veuit:.r, a w-ll known student of
Lineolniana, who was born and lived for many years in
old Hardin Cwntr whir.h nriginnllr tmhrimd Enoh
Creck Home of

Site of E:nh Cruk Home, Larue County

It was the tho hr. of the elrl:.r blographers that Lin-
coln nt most o boyhood days at the birthplace
farm but certain mrurt documents now available prove
that by May 11, 1811 when Abraham was but two years
old, his father ml:mzd his family to the Knob Creek lo-
cation. Ab in a letter to a Kentuekian comments,
“The place on Knob Creek I remember very well.” This
farm might well be called the early pla Iyg:mund of Abra-
ham Lincoln, Including the memorial to be dedicated
today, several other spots of Linecoln historical import-
ance in Kentueky, as wyet not properly marked, are
mentioned.

We trust that this is but the beginning of a rencwed
interest by Kentucky in the marking of historical sites
in the state associated with Lincoln and his kinsfolk.
Certainly the fact that one of the world's ocutstanding
figures and America’s most revered personality was born
in I{mtm.'ky should be sufficient reason for cliumng the
siate's interest.

Lincoln's Brother's Grave, Larue County
It is not known generally that Abraham Lincoln had
a brother born two or three yeara after his own birth.
The child who died in infancy was named Thomas for
his father and is buried in a private cemetery near the
I{naMrunk Home. The grave should be permanently
mar -

SihdUnmhln:Scbul House, Athertonville

An extremely important site associated with Abra-
ham Lincoln's uu'ly days is the spot where ﬂmﬂ the
first log school house Lineoln attended as a boy. Docu-
ments are available which definitely locate the buildin
as early as 1800. A road order specified that “the
from Rolling Fork was to intersect the old road near a
school house on Knob Creek.™ The log building stood
near Athertonville on the same highway that runs by
the Knob Creek Home. The fact that the name Linecaln
has been s favorite one for grammar schools and high
schools all over America should encourage the marking
of this first Lincoln school.

Abbey of La Trappe, Nelson County
Ilinois has marked the resting place of Azel W.
Dorsey, a Kentuckian, who taught Lincoln mathematics
in an Indiana School House. It would be ‘mi.l print-e
indeed to mark the grave of Zacharish Riney, Lincoln’s
first school teacher who is said to be buried in the ceme-
Ery of the Abbey of La Trappe not far from New
aven,

“The Bigg Hill", Larue County

It would contribute much to the prestige of Thomas
Lincoln, father of the President, if an historical tablet
could be placed at the bottom of “The Bigeg Hill" which
marks the beginning of the segment of road on which
Thomas was %m)uint.ed surveyor on May 13, 1816, The
Muldraugh's | road is eaid to have received one of
the earliest grants of government aid for road building
in the nation.

Berry Home Site, Washington County
While it is true that the uhln in which the Lincoln-
took place in Washingion
County has been removed and preserved at
Kentueky, it would sum ap ‘ﬁrll.ta to mark the act
Bite whm the cabin ori y stood in Washington
County. A tablet might serve the double purpose of
marking the early home of Lincoln's mother.

Site of Hughes Station, Jefferson County

A permanent marker should be erected to nt out
the site of Hughes Station where Abraham Lincoln's
grandfather for whom the President was named, was
massacred the Indians in 1786, The Long Run Ba
tist Church grounds which was once within
Fiomrn 400 acre tract contains the remains of mnd-

ther Lineoln.

Fort Knox Cemetery, Hardin County
The l-e:mnl grave of only one of Abraham Linealn's
four mnh is identified. It is loeated in a
cnmntéry thin the Fort Knox reservation in Hardin
County not far from where the gold of the United States
lies buried. It would be appropriate for the government
to properly mark and enclose this burial plot.

Thompson's Ferry, Hancock County

Some time between Thanksgiving and Christmas in
the year 1816 the Lincoln family left Kentucky for Indi-
ana. The mother and daughter in the family were never
to return to Kentucky again. It would be appropriate
indeed to mark the Kentucky terminal of H Thom
son's Ferry opposite Troy, Indiana where the Lincoln
family left Kentucky soil f::-r the Hoosier state,

Site of Speech, Morganfield

Abraham Lincoln is known to have made one politieal
.lpmh in Kentocky and that was at Morganfield in the
lﬂ; ennoe and Tyler's eampaign of 1840. Lincoln was
hig elector from Ilinols and was eampaigning in
muthm Illincis for Harrison and arrived at Shawnee-
town, Ill. on Monday, cr tember 7 h the in-
ﬂuirme of George W. "Riddell of Horganﬂ:eld, Kentucky
he was pe to speak in Riddell’s town the follow-
ﬁ day and was accompanied by a large delegation of
igs. The hotel where he was entertained at dinner
Ilm{ the site wlgremhe made the mh ::?ld offer uﬁd-
ent opportuni COmmEemora [ speech Lin-

coln E\PEI' made in the state of his birth. -

Joshua Speed Home, Louisville

Lineoln's elosest Emm] friend was Joshua Speed
of Louisville, Kentueky whose brother James later be-
cAme @ mmﬁ:ar of Lineoln's cabinet. In the month of
Au at 1841 Lincoln paid a visit to his friend Joshua
nt several days with him. A tablet memorializes
hiu t‘r endship for Joshus and the visit paid him in 1841

might be timely indeed if placed near the Speed home.

Mary Lincoln Home, Lexington

The fact that Irving Stone's novel Love is Eternal
about Mary Todd Linecoln has been the most widely read
book of the past r and the excellent objective ltudv
Mary Lincoln. The Biography of a Marriage
Painter Randall wﬂl make the home oecupied by Raburt
Todd at the time his daughter married Abraham Lin-
eoln m must on the itinerary of tourists travelling
through Lexington. Here something more than a tablet
might be expected. Nothing less than the refurbishing of
the Todd dwelling which is still in & good state of pres-
ervation, as it appeared when Mary left it for Sprlnf-
field in 1839, would answer public demand. It was
this same home where Lincoln visited on his way to Con-
gress in 1B47.



