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BACKGROUND FOR THE BIXBY LETTER

Through many years there has been a consistent effort
to diseredit the classic letter of condolence which Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln wrote to Widow Lydia Bixby of
Boston on November 21, 1884, Possibly the most unwar-
ranted cinim which has been promoted in the past is the
assertion that the letter was not the product of Linecoln
but the work of one of his secretaries. This fall, however,
n more ridieulous proposal has been introduced which
implies that there was no such writing as the Bixby
letter. Two different authors have contributed dimﬂmr
indirectly to this theory in the October itsue of Holiday
and Habiiu magazines respectively.

The contributor to Holiday classifies the Bixby letter
as “a myth" and attempis to defend this thesis. Al-
though he admita that the writing of a letter by Presi-
dent Lincoln to the Widow Bixby is accepied generally,
he claims that it is “not officially recorded.” A further
comment indicates the author has made no serious study
of the question as he states, “I do not know if Lineoln
really wrote a letter to Mrs. Bixby or not and don’
care,” The H?FMh of the writer in Holbbica is pri-
marily a eriticism of the Bixby letter facsimiles which
have been in general circulation for over sixty years,
Placing emphasis on the well known fact that the origi-
nal Jetter to Mrs, Bixby has never been found he makes
the comment, ‘If indeed, it ever existed.” The skeptical
statement about the letter being a nonenity is in har-
mony with the theory propounded in Holidny that there
may never have been a letter written A. Lincoln to
Mrs, Bixby on November 21, 1864 and delivered to her
on the morning of November 25.

Many eminent authorities in the field of Lincolninna
have published exhauvstive monographs on almost every
conceivable angle of the Bixby epizade. However, it has
not been thought necessary, heretofore, to authenticitate
the genuinenesa of the famous letter. The faet that a
copy of the text appeared in several newspapers eon-
temporary with [ts reception has been thought sufficient
ﬂri:ﬂnm to accept it ms an authentic piece of corve-
spondence. This double barrel blast in October at the
very existence of the letter places the charge of deception
upon the President himeelf, It assumes that he allowed
to appear in the press, unchallenged, a copy of a letter
nigmg:l:; him which he had never authorized, dictated
nor written.

Now that we have the integrity of BMr. Lineoln gques-
tioned with respect to the Bixby affair, practieally all
of those nasociated in the proceedings have been necused
of some kind of sharp practice. Perhaps it might be re-
freshing at least to make a new approach to the problem
by assuming that the entire group having a direct part
in the episode were actunlly sincere in ir respective
roles, Thin would include all of those participating,
from the widow herself to the President. Several exhibita
have been prepared in a chronological arrangement which
might serve as & bockground for the receipt of the
letter by the widow.

1862, Septamber—William Schouler, Adjutant General
of Massachusctta first called the attemtion of Governor
John A, Andrews te the Widow Bixby who had five sons
in the nrmed forees one of whom had just been wounded
in the battle of Antietam,

1864, September 14—Two years after the first visit
Widow Rixhy called on Schouler in his office at Boston
and “showod him five letters from five diferent company
commandera, and each letter informed the poor woman
of the death of one of her five sons.”

September 24—=Gen, Schouler relates to Gov, Andrews
the story about the Widow Bixby and states, “She s the
best :pﬂ.’imﬂl of n true hearted union woman 1 have
BECN.

September 24—Gov. Andrews writes to James A.
Hardie, Assistant Sec, of the War Department in Wash-
ington about the Widow Bixby case and asks that “a
letter might be written by the President of the United
States tfhin notice of a noble mother of five dead
heroes so0 well dezerved.”

September 26—Hardie refers the correspondence to the
Adjutant General's office at Washington where it was
endorsed as received on the following day.

October 1—Mgajor Thomas M. incent reqguested
Schouler to forward “names, companies, and regiments™
of the five sons of the widow.

Celober T—Schouler sends writlen requests by mes-
senger to Mrs. Bu:l:g to furnish names, regiments, of five
sons, “when they died, the battles in which they were
?‘Hﬁ or wounded” and asked information be returned
vy the messenger.,

Detober 12—Schouler complies with request of Vin-
cent by forwarding information, and the data was ac-
cording to notation received om October 18,

Oetober 18—Samuel Brecht, Assiztant Adjutant Gen-
aral, submits the information to Secratary of War, Edwin
M. Stanton, with this note “Governor Andréws desires
that a letter may be written Mra. Bixby by the Presi-
dont—such as the noble mother of flve dead heroes so
wall dezerves.” Also endoraement on note by Hardie call-
ing nttention of the cnse to Assistant Secretary Charles
A. Dana. Another endorsement on the memorandum
nzks, “Is there n.nr;.rthing to be done with Gov, Andrews’
recommendation ?

Qctober 28—Papera in Bixby ease were charged out
to Edwin M. Stanton.

November 21—The Presidenlt writes hia letter to Mrs.
Bixby with this personal affirmation following the salu-
tation, “T have been shown in the files of the War De-
partment a statement of the Adjutant General of Massa-
chusetts that you are the mother of five sons who have
died gloriously on the field of battle.”

November 21—Gen. Schouler makes an appeal in the
Rogton Evewming Jowrnal for funds and states, “1 can
point out where, in one of the most wealthy and pros-
perous wards of this city, a poor but most worthy widow
lady ean be found who sent five song Into this war, all
the children she had, every one of whom has fallen
nohly in hattle™

November 25—The Boston Evening Journal for the
above date contained two jtems nhout Mrs. Bixby stat-
ing that on Thanksgiving Day some money had been
raised *“a portion apecially intended for Mrs,
Bixby" and that General Sechouler ealled on her yester-
day to see that she was made comfortable for nks-
giving."” The other news item containing the printed
w of the letter was prefaced in part with these words:
“The following letter was this morning received at the
Adjutant General's office for Mra, Bixby, the lady of this
city referred to in General Schouler's communieations
to the General of Monday evening last.”

November 26—The letter addressed to Mrs, Bixby by
A. Lincoln was printed in the Boston Evening Transceript
with this statement about its time of delivery, “Her
lonely abode was made cheerful this morning by the re-
ceipt of the following letter from President Lineoln.”
Also a news dispateh ring the date line “Boston Nov.
26" contained a copy of the letter and these introdoc-
tory words in part: “Mry. Bixby, the recipient of the
following letter is a poor widow fiving in the Eleventh
ward of this city.”

This array o;baclrgmunrl detn cun not be ignored
and seems to present sufficient evidence that A. Lincoln
wrote a letter to Mrs. Bixby of Hoston on Nov, 21,
1864 which was delivered to her at her home on the
morning of November 25.
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