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LINCOLN APPROVYES TARIFF AS REVENUE

It does not seem possible that a hundred ago
in this country the tariff, as a means of £ money
to supply the funds necessary to finance the cost of
government, was advocated in a preference to a direct
tax., While Lincoln's arguments in favor of the tarifl
advantages might not appear so attractive today with
our attitude towards free trade, he did foresee with
mmnﬂmbl! clarity one of the necessary evils of the

mreh tem. At a Whig convention in Sw!%ﬂdd,
Illhu;h on 4, 1843 he made the statement, the
direct tax system the land must be literally covered
with assessors, going forth like swarms of Egyptian
in-cmt& devouring every blade of grass and other green

There are four well defined stages in Abraham Lin-
coln's public career which emphasize his political think-
ing throughout his life. They fall roughly into these four
decades; ‘Internal Improvements” in the thirties; “Pro-
tective Tarifl” in the forties; “No extension of Sla %
in the fifties, and “Preservation of the Union™ in t
sixties, The evolutionary process did not follow the
course of dropping one objective for another but by
pressing forward the more important claims for the
hour which overshadowed the former subjects which
had received primary attention.

Of course the tenets of each of these four separate
intereats were subjected to comsiderable change them-
gelves by the time Lincoln's course had been directed
to the Preservation of the Union. Intermal Improve-
ments had embraced transcontinental railroads and tele-
graph. Protective Tariff had evelved into a producer of
revenue as well as protection for American laborers.
The guestion of slavery was somehow underneath the
attempt to overthrow the Union.

While Lineoln mentions in his political address of 1832
the fact that he was in favor of a “Protective Tarlil,”
Internal Improvements received hiz most enthusiastie
attention and it was not until he became an élector at
large in the Clay presidential campaign of 1844 that he
brought the tariff fssue to the front in his stump
speeches. Writing to Edward Wallace who had inguired
about his tariff views he said, “I was an old Henry Clay-
Tariff Whig. In old times 1 made more speeches on that
subject than mny other,” In the presidential campaign
of 1844 he spoke in his old home community in Indiana
‘ﬂdetjm Rockport, Indiana Herald for November 1, 1844,
stated:

“His main argument was directed in pointing out the
advantages of Protective Tariff." The correspondent of
a paper at Boonville, Ind. said hiz speech was “mainly
on the tarif question.” Capt. LaMar, who heard him
on this trip recalls that Lincoln concluded with the
statement, *1 not live to see it but give us a
Protective Tarifl and we will have the greatest country
the sun has ever shown upon”™ It is impossible to
recreate Lincoln's tariff speeches of the forties as he
wrote o James E. Harvey on Oect. 2, 1860: “To comply
with your rvequest to furnish extracts from my tarifl
specches in simply impossible, because none of those
speeches were published.”

We are especinlly interested in the changing attitude
from the purely protective nature of the tariff in Clay's
Ameriean System program to the tariff as a means of

raiging great sums of money as revenue to finance the
wmmenh.&tthaﬂmanfbﬁththaﬂtﬂmmdﬂwﬂ
arg there was much emphasis placed on increasing
the tariff for revenue but even as early as 1843 Lincoln
had advoecated “a tariiT of duties on imported goods
producing sufficient revenue for the payment of the
necessary expenditures of the government.” While Lin-
mhmlmmhﬂufﬂnmmnmﬂtyafrﬁmg
funds to meet the increasing demands made by the
Mexican War was up for consideration. The lone Whig
from [linocis expressed himself in these words: “It
appears to me that the national debt created by the war
re';nkfleu a modification of the existing tariff indispens-
l "

While Lincoln may have anticipated that he would be
called upon on many occasions to glve brief speeches on
his first inaugural trip he hoped that a few informal
remarks would satisfy the people at most places. He
must have surmised that at Pittsburgh, the great in-
dustrial center, he would be obliged to say something
about the tariff. We are not only pleased that his speech
wae recorded but that a fragment in Lincoln’s own hand
is nssociated with it.

After the President elect had made a few informal
remarks about the state of the nation he approached
his selected subject for the occagion with these words:

“Fellow citizens, as this is the first opportunity which
I have had to address a Pennsylvania assemblage, it
seems & fitting time to indulge in a few remarks upon
the important question of a tariff—a subject of great
magnitude, and one which is attended with many diffi-
n::u]tjie.-a.,, owing to the great variety of interests which it
involves,"”

Attacking the problem of tariff as a means of revenue
he stated, “The treasury of the nation is in such a low
condition at present that the subject now demands the
attention of Congress. . . . It is ofton said that the
tariff is the specialty of Pennsylvania. Assuming that
direct taxation is not to be adopted, the tariil gquestion
must beé as durable as the povernment itself. [t is a
question of national housekeeping. It is to the govern-
ment what replenishing the meal-tub is to the family.”

Upon reaching the state capital, Harrisburg, in the
courseé of his speech Lincoln said: “Allusion has been
made, by one of your homored speakers, to some re-
marks recently made by myself at Pittsborgh, in re-
gard to what is supposed to be the special interest of
this great commonwealth of Pennsylvanin. I now wish
only to say, in regard to that matter, that the few
remarks which T uttered on that ocension were rather
carefully worded. I have seen no occasion since them to
add to them or subtract from them. I leave them pre-
cisely as they stand.”

In the course of his discussion at Pittsburgh Lincoln
had stressed that “The condition of the Treasury at
that time would seem to render an early revision of the
tariff indispenzable.” The Morrill Bill with its demands
for higher tariff, which he mentioned in his address, be-
eame n law before he reached Washington, The coming
of the Civil War again forced the President to fall back
on the tariff as a source of revenue and on Auvgust 8,
1861 n supplemental high tariff bill was passed which
Lincoln signed.



