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A LOST LINCOLN BANK CHECK

A feature article was released in the Roeky Mountain
News of Denver on August 10, 1952 ulaﬁm what

check
for “some fifty
o Ronald ;!‘h g:rribmémprea}:derﬁte of l.l}u Ri
n A recen r eorge C. Berger, Jr., ‘liﬁ.'-
president of the Colorado National Bank states:

“We have made intensive and fruitless search for this
check which disappeared from our files some fifty years
ago."”

A facsimile of the check wnsz published in MeClure's
magazine for June 1809 in an article by Ida M. Tarbell
entitled, “Lincoln and the Soldiers.” This brief eomment
referred to the check: “It was, no doubt, ns he (Lincoln)
ernasced tho I|1r|LrI-L that he saw the colored man with one
leg . . . snd after Hﬁlﬂlﬂni to his story, gave him the
money to help him out of his trouble.” Mizs Tarbell at
this time gave no further information about the owner-
ship of the cheek but in her book The Life of Abraham
Lingoln ﬁhiinhod in 1900 she further adds to the state-
ment, “The check is8 now in the collection of H. H.
Offiese of Denver, Colorado.”

The Washington Star for Februsry 11, 1917 printed
a photograph of the check and made one or two inter-
esting observations about it. It states that Judge David
Davis a member of the Supreme Court of the United
States and the executor of Abraham Lincoln's estate
“recoived from the Riggs National Bank a statement of
Mr. Lincoln's necount and receipted in full for the bal-
ancé but left all emncelled checks in possession of the
bank." We understand it was customary in those days
to follow this proecedure with respect to cancelled checks.

It is stated that Robert Lincoln once called on Charlea
Glover, then presldent of the bank, and “expressed re-
gret that his father had left so very few personal
mementoes," Thereupon, aceording to the news account,
Robert Lincoln “was made happy by being given n large
bateh of cancelled chocks and he expresszed his kesnest
satisfaction at his find."

As early as March 25, 1870 Robert began distributing
the Riggs and Company cheeks signed by his father,
On the above date he sent to C. C. P. Holden, Esg. a
note stating, “According to my promise of yesterday
I enclose an autograph check of my father's which by
ite date and wording was evidently given to bribe my
brother (when nine years old) to take his medicine”
The face of the check dated March 10, 1862 reads, “Pay
to Tad (when he is well enough to present or bearer)
$5.00."

The Lincoln National Life Foundation is in posscsaion
of a fragment of a check presented on April 24, 1011 by
Robert Lincoln to 8, M. Wright, Collector of Exhibita,
San Diego Savings Bank. The letter which accompanied
the autograph has also been preserved. The chock is
dated February b, 1861 less than a week before the

President Elect left for Washin . The fractional

amount shown on the check, namely, ninety-four cents,

identifies it as one listed in Pratt's The al Fi-

nances of Abraham Lincoln for the full amount of

$149.94 wn on the Eﬂu‘ﬁdd Marine and Fire In-
a8

As 1911 it & as if
Rubnthdmhﬂmdhﬂﬁwm:nﬂld

resented a check dated Arril 24, 1869 and made out to
ohn Saunie for the sum of $4.00. The news item further
states that “the caneelled check was presented to the
society by H. H. Officer of this eity . . .” The same
news story identifies the donor ns follows: “Some years

ago Mr, Officer was the private secretary of Robert
Linecoln, the son of the former President. The check
was accidentally discovered one day in a desk belonging
to Mr, Lincoln and as a keepsnke wan presented to the
socretary,”

That this man H. H. Offices and H. H. Officer were
one and the same cannot be doubted and it is very im-
portant to observe that he was a one Lime secretary of
Robert Lincoln, More recent investigation about the man
who once lived in Denver reveals according to the wital
statistics, the fact that Harry H. Officer died there on
Nov. 10, 1906 and that his body was claimed by A. H.
Officer of Raton, New Mexico.

There is a statement made in one of the news items
relating to the “lost check” which makes one wonder
if it ever did pass through the regular business channels
of the institution. The comment is as follows: “The
check . . . was ultimately paid out of the pocket of
some teller of the Riggs MNational and preserved as a
souvenir, never having been charged to the account of
A, Lincoln."

That this was sometimes done is supported by the
absence of any cancellation mark on a check for $2.50
made out on May 4, 1864 by the President in favor of
Franklin & Co. of Washington who were opticians and
had supplied Lincoln with a pair of glasses. Julea Hal-
prin the president of the company never cashed the
check but kept it as a memento,

The Minneapolis Journal has n brief story about the
check in their issue for February 8, 1931. It states
that “For fifty-one years that small piece of paper lay
in the bank's files gathering dust, forgotten.” The article
also affirms that “Bank examiners stumbled on the old
check. Officers of the institution walue it highly, and
it has been placed in safe keeping." Inasmuch as the
Roeky Mountain Newa is of the oplnion that the check
Lineoln made out to the “colored man with one leg” is
the world's most famous check it might be worth hunting
for. At least the officers of the Riggs National Bank at
Washington would like to learn where it may be found.



