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IDENTIFYING LINCOLN'S LAW OFFICES

A dlnuf cluttered room in a dilapidated building is
usually visualized when one recalls ]I)m headquarters of
Abraham Lineoln's legal activities. There is still so much
confusion in the mind of the casual student as to the
exnet locations of the several rooms occupied durd hjl
partnership with Stuart, and Herndon tha
attempt will be made to orient Lineoln in his I.-:tu.l.l
surroundings.

109 NORTH FIFTH STREET

Business men of Springfield, [llinois anticipating the
removal of the state capilal to their city began to plan
the construction of buildings commensurate with the
honorable position which the community was sbout to
assume. One of these p &q rojects of considerable import.tnm
was the building in 1836 of a row of six two story brick
buildinga, Theae atructures were erected on the west side
of North Fifth Street with the initial structure on the
northwest corner of Washington and North Fifth, and
the subsequent bulldings extending north from that point.
Ench one accu;-led a twenty foot fromtage and had a
depth of forty-four feet,

The largest investor in this enterprise was Herman L.
Hoffman, a St. Louis druoggist who married a dluﬁ]’ltﬂ'
of Springfleld's wealthiest citizen, Major JDH%“ lein,
Because of Holfman's interest the row of six bulldings

wns called Hoffman's Row and the uplnrltc units num-
hercd one to six reapectively. erumm. wis
called the finest business block in ﬂua ty

Whmthcnlhug!hl wuﬂnlllrmvdhﬂtg
in the wlnger of 1836-1837 Lth;}e nlddu X

Was T W, mdinx tn an
u.rly hﬂorﬁnn of Springfield:

“The counly authorities then rented a building that
had been erected for a storehouse by the Hon. Ninian W,
Edwards, ‘Th!l hutkll at the wst dlh of Fifth Street
five doars north as l uonrt
house for -hnuum years. Itnﬂlﬂnmm Mr. Ed
{1871) and is now receiving \mdir-
glnymﬂhmﬁmudupth:innﬁwhﬂtitn

r o firat class buginess house.”

Although Stusrt and Lincoln had been collaborating
in law cases for n month or more, on A 15, 1837 there
appearéd in the Sengamon Jowrnal 1

“]. T. STUART AND A. LINCOLN

Attorneys and counsellors at law, will practice con-
jointly, in the Courts of this Judicial Cireuit—Office No.
4 Hoffman's Row, upstairs. April 17, 1837."

it will be observed from the information on the legal
card that the business address of Stuart and Lincoln
was “No, 4 Hoffman's Row, upstairs,” while the eoun
court was situated on the “lower floor” at Ne, 6 H
man's Row. There is :ﬁcmm] acceptance of the fact thl.t
the Stunart-Lineoln was directly over the court
room. This situation would imply that the law offiee was
in reality in the bullding at No. 5 with an entrance to it
in the I‘rn. 4 building, Later on in numbering the cit
%ttrml'.: No, 6 Hoffman Row became 109 North Fi

Triet.

It ia interesting to mote that Abraham Lincoln's first
law office was in a building owned by his future brother-
in-lnw, Ninian Edwards, whose wife was also a kinsman

of Stuart. Located as it was immedintely over the county
court the room would not only be n most desirable loca-
tion for a law office but it was also situnted in the best
building bloek in the state eapital, The building at 109
North Fifth St. was eventually removed and replaced
by a structure ealled the Stuart Bullding.

108-110 NORTH FIFTH STREET

Abraham Linecoln stated with respect to his legal
afiiation with Logan, “He and T were rtmr:frm
the spring of 13—!1 to the autumn of 1844." Logan had
been mhﬁ w in Sprin d since 153:1 at which
time p with William L. May.
Later on Lng:nm e I) Baker were ers.
The Sangamon .l’aumI for May 14, 1841 referred to
the Logan and Lincoln office as “o te Hoffman Row™
whera the Stuart and Lincoln o h:d been located.
It would appear as if the senior partner was well estab-
lished as Stephen A. Logan was then considered the out-
standing lawyer in the state of Illinocis. Just how long

Logan and Lincoln cceupied this office s not du&nitaiy
known.

203 SOUTH SIXTH STREET

We are positive that by February 23, 1843 Logan
and Lincoln had moved to a new building at the corner
of Sixth and Adams Street known as the Old Farmer's
Bank Building. At the time Logan and Lincoln were
E‘mh in this building the Post Office waa :ihutld in

Fl
the building was occupied at this time by the United
St.;t-gq:jm-tmit nppuruﬂu%uhm
tofore a very adv ufamn building
they mcu:iﬁ was completed 1841 and was said to
be lt that time the outstanding business house in central
Ilincis. So once a Lineoln geems to have been situated
in the finest ding in the state capital city.

103 SOUTH FIFTHl STREET

The Logan and Lineoln assoelation waa dizsclved when
Logan decided to take his own son David into partner-
:h with him, Dlﬂﬂhndbunrudln:llwm aoﬂc&

also a man, Willlam Herndon, had been
ntudy[ng thﬂ'e. n a ﬂ at this time set up

tp-.hbl:ﬁm
hlrmmlmﬂmtmkhiminutp-m.‘rhdr ness
card first a in the Sangamen Journal for De-
mhr&ﬂ.l T.IthﬂitLlncdn-HlmdmuﬁuM

s best known to the public and which has most often
been used tnﬂlm the humble surrcundings of the
future President.

By the time the Lincoln and Hernd rtmrlhl WIS
formed Lincoln had built up a tre pruhu on
the circuit and arranged temporary lmh:l uarters in
several cities in the area. The one at Dmvlllt with
Lamon as an associate has been givem some attention.
With Lineoln away from the offlee so much of the time
it was not essential that he be housed in so fine a room
as he would have desired If he were to spend much of
his time in Springfleld. Much emphasis is pim!ﬂd on the
fact that the Lincoln- H&rndnn wWiE o Toom
on the gecond floor and it is true that the irthrt's drnwings
made of the room do not leave a very flattering impres-
sion when eompared with the sumptuous law offices of
the modern day.



