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Those who serve annually as judges in selecting the
“Most Timely Editorial” published on February 12
must have placed special emphasis on the “timelineas”
feature in their preferred selection for 1862. The Port-
land Maine Evening Express was awarded the distine-
tion of publishing the chosen editorial which follows:

WE NEED A LINCOLN NOW

A few years ago a poll was taken 65 leading
American historians, asking them to ra all T. &
Presidents in ability and achievement.

In the final tabulation, six were classed as “great”
and four as “near great.” Abraham Lincoln’s name led
all the rest, even that of George Washington.

It iz not hard to understand why. Abraham Lincoln
met the greatest crisis a young growing Nation ever
would face: civil war.

A nation defeated by a foreign foe may recover and
rise to new strength. A country torn in two may never
again command a vital place on the world stage,

For this achievement, Lincoln has the unqualified ad-
miration of the professionals. He brought the United
States through its hour of trial, and he did it with
the consummate mastery of the statesman who was not
above being a politician,

But Lincoln was more than the preserver of unity,
more than the courageous helmsman guiding the ship
of state through storm and stress.

He was & man of compassion, of deeply human in-
gtinets. Though he wielded unparalleled power in Civil
War times, he did not dictate, He led.

He had the s thy and support of ordinary folk
because he my?:;?;pa{hetic topthem and understood
their problems and wants.

Thus Lincoln’s greatness has a humble foundation:
he was a genius at stateeraft, and he was a great leader
of men in the fullest and most human sense,

People like to say that America has been lucky, that
we always seem to find the man to measure up when
the times demand great leadership.

Certainly this has often been true. But the soundness
of this general statement is in peril today. For today
we face an external foe potentially more dangerous than
any we have ever defeated in war. We see a friendly
world mired in troubles. To gain such security as can
be gained, and to exert our Etl‘e’uﬁi for good amid such
complexities, we find our Country burdened with expenses
more staggering than any nation ever has borne in
peacetime (or in what, technically, still is described as
peacetime),

All these difficulties m'i out for great leadership. To-
%va{ we do not have such leadership. We have in the
ite House no Linecoln.

Our Country wants no “man on horseback” in these
troubled times, no dietator to follow blindly. It does
want, at the head of its Government, a God-fearing man
like Lincoln—a wise and kindly man like Lincoln—a
man with a sense of history and of this Nation's place in
history, like Lincoln.

Perhaps the finest tribute Americans can pay to the
memory of the great Civil War President is that ex-
pression which so frequently, in time of trouble, rises
to their lips:

1f only we had another Lincoln, in this day and age!
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Excerpts From Other Feb. 12 Editorials

His greatness was rooted in simple truths.—San Fran-
1880 Mews.

He was one of the truly great spirits to pass this way.
—Lexington Leader.

Rising to whatever occasion developed was a Lineoln
characteristic—Tulea Daily World.

No mortal being has meant so much to America as
Abraham Lincoln.—0Ohia State Journael

Lincoln’s performance as President is the classie
{.rmerican political easebook.—Salt Lake City Deseret
News.

His =tatesmanship still stands the acid test which
separates principle from expediency.—Bridgeport Post.

He had no enemies to punish. In fact there was no-
body that he recognized as an enemy.—The Daily Okla-
hownan.

He rose to meet and dominate a crisis in which the
li}_qtmn's gurvival hung in the balance.—T'renton Evening
1HLEE.

The man symbolizes for us the positive eonception of
personal goodness and social rightecusness.—The Spring-
field {Mass.) Union.

He has become a symbol of deliverance to the op-
ressed and a figure of admiration to the free.—Spring-
%ﬁld (IlL) Register,

His preatness rests upon the %ua]iﬁea of character
which men have revered throughout the apes.—San
Diegoe Tribune.

He gave himself to his country and to its mo};le, serv-
ing them endlessly, asking nothing for himself.—Syra-
cuse Post Standard.

He is alive as are few secular heroes in all history.
. + + He is alive because he was a man the people lo
New York Times.

This humble man of the earth lived close to the roots
of American life; his greatness was the tness of
the people who produced him.—Indianapolis News.

The farther Linecoln recedes in time and the more that
is written about him the more clearly he stands as the
hero of the heirs of this Union.—Los Angeles Times.

He loocked upon himself as the servant of the people
he repmaanbecfw and he reckoned the wishes of these

eople, public opinion, as the nation’s mightiest force.—
iaa Angeles Hervald é:preas.

The humbleness and humility of Abraham Lincoln
were not virtues which he exhibited as a pose but ware
as natural to him as breathing.—Seattle Post Intelli-
gencer,

More than any mortal within the record of history
Lincoln brought to his people the common touch, an
therein lies the essence of his greatness. He was of the
people.—Detroit Free Press,

Abraham Lincoln, who had the virtues of honesty,
humility, industry in such great measure, Fmvad for
once and for all that the common man has in him the
image of God.—Miami Daily News.



