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LINCOLN’S CHURCH ATTENDANCE

Appropriate orlentation is always a desirable quality
for any monograph and inasmuch as this bulletin is dated
Decem 24 ona would rather anticipate some phaose
of the reliplous element in the Lincoln story would be

resented. Newspapers conscious of accentuated interest
n spiritual values at this Christmas period have been

iving some attention to the dedication of the rebuilt

enth Ave. Presbyterian Church at Washington, A very
valuable original manuseript, the preliminary draft of
the Emancipation Proclamation, has recently been pre-
sented to the chureh. The Lincolnz having made this
communion their church home, while in the capital uit:",
it seems timely to comment briefly on Abraham Lincoln’s
church attendance nt the Preshyterian churches in both
Springfield, Ill. and Washington, D. C. where he rented
family pews,

it is evident that Abraham Lincoln's association with
Pmsb{mrlm thurches was influenced to some extent by
his wife, Rev. John Todd was a famous Presbyterian
minister and M Todd's grandfather and his brothers
had been edueated by their elergyman unele in Virginia,
The epllege the Todds were instrumental in establishing
in Lexington, Kentucky was also under Presbyterian in-
fluence. A former minister of the Presbyterian church at
Lexington, Rev. Jameés Smith, removed to Springfield
and Mary Todd Lincoln affiliated with his church, the
First Presbyterian. While Abraham Lincoln was not &
communicant of the church he was a subseribing member
of the congregation.

In 1853 the church was involved in litigation over the
payments on an organ and the church minutes book for
April 26 makes these notations:

“Met pursuant to adjournment, Doet. John Todd in the
chair, mgmtln[ opened with Prayer by the Chairman. ...

“On motion Abram Lincoln, Henry Van Huff and
Thomas Lewis were appointed a committee to aid Rev.
James Smith in the suit now pending in Presbytery
against this Church without power to appoint one of
their number to nttend the Presbytery.

“Na further business appearing, on motion the meeting
adjourned.”

This same Thomas Lowis who was named on the above
mentloned committee with Lincoln served as an elder, o
trastee and ns treasurer of the church, Some of ﬁiu
reminiscences nbout contacts with the Lincolns have been

reserved, Lowis states that it was gshortg after Lineoln
E.nd rend a religious book The Christion’s Defense written
by Dr. Smith that Lincoln began attending the church.
Lewis further stated:

“Soon afterward Mr, Lincoln asked me to rent him a
ew, and I offered him one just vacated by Governor
Madison, whose term had ended and who wns Imvh:ﬁ
Soringficld. Ho took it and oceupied it regularly wi

rs. lineoln, and though she been an episcopalian,
ghe joined our church at the first communion and 1
eonfidently believe Mr. Lineoln would have joined too
had he been there." Mr. Lewis noted that Mr. Lineoln
was away from home on legal business at the time and
he concludes; “So he never jeined the church, but he
gave libernlly toward its support.”

The reminiscences of Mrs. Annie C. Fox which refer
direetly to the church attendance of Abraham Lineoln
at Springfield is nlazo of interest:

“I eame to Springfleld in 1856. My husband, Benjnmin
Fox, had been engaged in businesg here several years
before that time, Mr. Lincoln and Mr. Fox were personal
friends, They nttended the same chureh, the First Preaby-
terian, The building now stands opposite the Chiengo and

Alton Railroad depot, My, Lincoln's pew was just across
the aisle from Mr., Fox's. In honor of my coming, Mr,
Fox had fitted up his pew with new carpets and cmﬁniom.
The first Sunday 1 attended church in Springfield Mr.
Lincoln and I were introduced to each other. I remember
Mr. Lincoln ing that he had wondered why Mr, Fox
was fitting up his pew so fine, but he understood it now.
Mrs. Lineoln, who was present, suggested that Mr. Lin-
coln himself might do a little ng. It was not long
after that before Mr. Lincoln's pew had a new earpet
and new ecushions.

“Mr. Lincoln was a regular attendant at church. He
always paid close attention to the sermons and took an
active part in the services.”

Lincoln students are familint with the contents of a
letter written by Mrs. Lincoln to Mrs. Melvin at S -
field a few weeks after the Lincolns arrival in Wash-
ington. Mr, Melvin was chairman of the Pew Committee
at the First Presbyterian Church and Mrs., Lincoln made
this request in her letter:

“I had intended requesting Mr. Melvin to have given
me & promise that on our return to Springfield we guu.ld
be able to secure our particular pew to which 1 was very
much_attached and which we occupied some ten years.
May I hope that we may be able to do so0.”

Just how soon the Lincolns started attending the New
York Ave, Presbyterian Church at Washington we do not
know but it would ap before the month of March
1861 came to a close they were happily sitwated in their
néw church home.

A deacon of the congregation recalls having tak
“theplunfthechmehwummwmuﬂmfﬁ
w wmummmhh;dﬁ nmm ‘nt‘iu be the —
R, Bachann Ead 10 . The the

pn;r at the time was dollars a year." Ocey
ﬂfthuJewbepnin March 1861 and eontinued u‘pgtha
time of Mr. Lincoln's assassination. The trustee’s record
book ptr]euanls that Mr. Lincoln's pew rent was paid
promptly.

This is the same pew which has been preserved as
n memorial and has become one of the best known
religious shrines in Washington. It has been an estab-
lished eustom to invite the President residing at the
White House to occupy the Lincoln pew on the Sunday
preceding Lineoln's birthday each year,

On many visits to the chureh the editor of Linecoln

Yioge Die. L Tkorcaned with Ahi gaiibats Siacet
the significance of what is known n"’?‘ﬂa Lin - -

to be designated as the Lincoln Cha in the newl
mntmt(dgn:hnrth. Apparently the l;::j-iﬂent'n chure
attendance was not confined to Sunday as the tradition
seems to be well established that he often attended the
mid-week service of the church. To assure him privacy
Dr. Gurley, the minister, provided a seat for him in a
small room leading out of the general assembly room on
the first floor so that he might come and leave withoot
being interrupted by the publie,

The testimony of Willinm Henry Roberts relative to
Lineoln's churr:i attendance is of interest. He states:

“Entering the service of the U, 8, Government in the
fall of 1863, the first sabbath of my sojourn in Wuhini.
tom Cityhl went to the New York Ave, Presby. Chure
When the time for the long prayer came, according to
immemorial usage in many Fﬁmi;mm congregations,
a number of the men stood up for prayer and ameong
those upright figures 1 noticed In particular that of the
President of the United States.”



