Editor

NCOLN LORE

Bulletin of the Lineols National Life Foundation - - - - - - Dr. Louis
Published esch week by The Lincoln National Life Insurance Company, Fort Wayne,

Number 1128

FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

November 20, 1950

FOURSCORE AND SEVEN YEARS AGO

osed by Abraham Lineoln in
burg Address, in which he
refers to the birth of the nation ns having oceurred
“fourscore and seven tyﬂh ago,” has been given a
new emphasis by the fact that it is just eighty-seven
years ago this last November 19 that Lincoln used the
expression, o
Panl M. Angle, director of the H
Society, should ﬁ complimented fnrm the anni-
versary of the Gettysburg A this year n memo-
rable one, He conceived the idea of bringing in
the rooms of the society all five hulagn h copies of the
oration. This is the first time all the known originals
have been assembled in one place, They were unveiled
at a special opening eoremony held on the afterncon of
Sunday, November 19, at which time Hon, Adlai E.
Stevenson, governor of Illinols and Hon. Martin H.
Kennelly, mayor of Chicago, made appropriate speeches,
The ecare with which the exhibit waa I-'I.".I'I.l'l?ﬁd, allow-
ing both sides of the manuscripts to be visible, made
possible & comparative study of the documents, The
trustees of the Chi Historieal Soclety sent special
invitations to a num of prominent citizens to be
present and the general public was invited to view the
exhibit and enjoy the program. While the chronological
sequence of the last three copies of the address is well
established there is much division of ion about the
idmtitl{uu:t the copy which Lineoln held in his hand while
delive the = . The limited space available in
Lincoin will not mllow a discussion of this con-
troversial subject in these columns, so the numerical
citations used on the exhibits are retained and the de-

seriptive sentences, in ﬁ“t' which ||1E|ured under the
first two manuscripts will be present
FIRST DRAFT
Twenty-Nine Lines

“Written in Washington ten days or two weeks before
the dedication ceremonies. The fact that the conclusion
is in pencil may indicate that Lincoln worked on the
draft at two different times.™

John Nicolay, private secretary of the President, pre-
B Yool ks of Dty Kl syt 1wk

e February 4, en agazine in wi
his conclusions differ from l.hntfgnvn statement, He
reproduced a facsimile of the original draft and com-
mented that Linecoln during his speech “held in his hand
the manuseript first draft of his address which he had

only a short time before.,” This was originally

known as the Nicolay copy of the address. James Grant

Wilson writing for the April 24, 1918 issue of The Inde.

to thia same stated that “It

n of his (Lincoln's) secretary and
biographer John G. Nilcolay, to whom it was p

by the President, but since his death has unfortunately

sappeared, and nothing is now known of it.” However

this copy turmed up in the papers of John Hay and

iiﬁn presented to the Library of Congress by his

children.

SECOND DRAFT
Thirty-Three Lines

“Written at Gﬂzuhurg on the morning of November
18, lﬂl‘;ﬁ. This is the copy that Lincoln held while he
spoke,

The editor of Lincoln Lore was interested in no
that this copy was immaculate as far as condition
concerned, nppurmtl:i never having been folded or car-
ried in anyone’s pocket, There are nine corrections in
the text implying that it had been a working copy. In

The Independent article by Mr. Wilson he stated with
reference to this copy: “It is believed to be the one its
author intended to take with him to Gettysburg, but
which in some way was overlooked or forgotten and
later, on his return to Washington was ]erntud to
Col. John Hay and now in possession of his family."
This engny also was presented to the Library of Congress
by the heirs of John Hay.

THIRD DRAFT
Thirty-One Lines

Gau:n;rd wrote :‘.owli.lic:'l wl:.intl}ﬂ pﬂm*ﬁlﬁl’ o

urg, co ANUATY uquﬂﬂﬁ
a m)l:y of the President’'s few remarks to bind with
own lengthy oration for tation to the Me litan
Smlmry]!'ziru New York. Lincoln complied with the
request and the coples bound to r, which were sent
to one of the sponsors, Mrs. Hamilton Fish, sold for
$1,000, Hon. Henry W, Keyes claimed that the purchaser
was an uncle of his whom he does not name, Inasmuch
as his mother's maiden name was Pierce and in 1875
Mrs. Carlos Pierce of Boston was in ﬁﬂﬁﬂ!l[m of the
manuscripts, it appears as if Carlos Pierce may have
been the uncle who made the purchase, Thomas A,
E:;Hﬂfin}ﬁ 1980 ired the manuscripts ﬂ-l:mTi lﬁ

s . In 1935 Mr, Madigan throug solie

tion of Charles B, Pike loaned the address to be exhibited
at the Chicage Historical Society of which Mr. Pike,
who died in 1941, was President. The address was ac-
quired by a Chicago collector who died previous to 1943
and in 1944 the manuscripts were purchased hhm
school children of Illincis with the aid of Marshall Field.
Illinois State Historical Library is the custodian
of these valuable acquisitions.

FOURTH DRAFT
Thirty-One Lines

g

1 prepared for Mr. Bancroft by the
President found its way into the hands of Col. Alexander
Bliss who with J. P. Kenned imodmdhldchlrm
the sale at the Baltimore Fair, of the lithograph
called Autograph Leaves of Our Country's Authors, Thia

acsimile of Lineoln's final

the o 1 man did not find ready purchascrs
and Col. Bliss retained the second oupi;' Mr. Lincoln had
gent to Baneroft. This copy remained in the Bliss family
at Baltimore until sold by the heirs of Dr. William J, A,
Bliss through the Parke-Bernet Galleries, At an auction
sale held on April 27, 1948, Osear B. Cintas of Havana,
Cuba purchased the draft for 254,000. It is by far the
most valuable of the five drafts, for in 1909 it was
du{gnm:’ed by the War Department as “the standard
version.



