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THE DEMING PAMPHLET

A pamphlet the = rmb made by Hon. Henry
Champian Ilunmg Elzn.rt! Cmn.anJuLB,].SGE has
been recognized by many Lineoln students as a depend-
able source of important information about the Pru:ﬂmt.
Several statements made about the more personal

pects of Lincoln's life find their origin in this pumphlut
published less than twe months ltt-ur the assassination.

The speaker was introduced by vernor of Con-
necticut, His Excellency Wi]lil.tn .ﬁ. uckingham, whe
stated in part: “No one can draw his (Lincoln’s) charac-
ter in lines of more ess and accuracy or present
it in more attractive and life-like colors, or show more

learly the prnm influence hi b-
fit nirs during this e tﬂﬂ s

the evening whom f introducad—tha Honorable
Henry C. Deming.”

Mr. Demin Bcgmlxudmhnf‘hhmdllmﬂmﬂm
vard Law ool, He was elected to Congress from the
first district of Connecticut in 1863 and was assigned to
the Committee on Military Affairs and in thiu depart-
ment was appointed chairman of the Committee on Ex-
penditures, His close connection with the War De
ment may hl.'ra been responsible for his having
invited to he present as he recalls: “During a qua of
three days on the Po when thh

:ml:r of the President and family, the Secretu:r of

War and his aid and myself.”

outhbursts of a world wide grief to

ml is and historic delineation.” Yet he states that

t is his to present an estimate of Lincoln's

hnmtn “solicits unvarnished statement instead of

rhetorical flourish, and records its own judgment in the
composed style of fact and argument.”

Many of the bi hical incidents related refer to
fields of interest w have been, and still are, of a
highly controversial n:turn. Mr. M,f, s testimony hav-
i. been presented, much of it from President him-

!-'ub-'mitted so0 closely after the assassination should

berghm consideration.
Appearance
“Let us st all events place on record the image which
he really wore that he may not descend the ages accord-

ing to malicious caricature, . C-onuira & tall and

aunt figure, more than six feet in height unencumbered
y superfluous flesh . . . with legs and arms long at-
tenun A re and carriage not ungraceful
but with the grace of unstudied and careless ease.

“The face that surmounts this figure is half Roman
and half Indian, bronzed by climate, furrowed by life
struggles, seamed with humor, the head is massive and
covered with dark, thick and i
brow iz wide and well develo

was far away."
{p. 18, 14)

Manners

“They were frank, cordial, and dignified, without rude-
ness, wr'.ithout offense and without any violation of the

pmput:u and etiquettes ul his high position, as fastidi-
ous and keen a master of such nice matters as Mr.
Evereit has sud ‘On the only socinl occasion on which
1 ever had the honor to be in his company—(dinner at
Wells home in Gettysburg with distinguished foreigners
and Americans present)—in lgrvnuamnly AppeATANCE
manners and mmmmtlnn the ident was peer of
any man at the table."

(p. 14)

Soclability

“He was what Dr. Johnson calls a thoroughly
‘elubbable’ man, eminently social and familiar; in private
interviews md’ sometime in ]‘)ublic, overflowing with
illustrations of every theme apt and racy, and
frequently humorous. . . . weak inven of
false friends and muml«u to lay at his door all
the pnu-imt jokes which their foul imaginations con-

ceived
(p. 16, 16)

Intelligence

“The President's mind was so oriﬁlnal and self de-
pendent so to borrow knowledge and opinian,
that he fairly seormed all adventitious mggz and ex-
ternal auxiliaries. . It is & marvelous that no
sentence is to be found in any of his state pa which
suggests the suspicion of any other impress that of
his own mint,

*“The chief mental equipments which he brought to the
mighty task before him were the downright uncom-

promiging common sense . . . an intimate acquaintance
'ldth the upn.xmndi: movements of the American mind,
a natural aptitode, improved by professional discipline,
in chaining premjaa to conclusion, . . . great contour in

forming opinions, honesty and ainuarltjr of m in-
flexible persistence in what he ra ed as Elb
and a conscientious sense ty to t:'lm

country and to mankind."
(p. 17, 20)

Religion

“] am here reminded of an impressive remark which
he made to me upon lnnt.hur mninn and which I shall
never f He said he had never united himself to
any ch because he found ﬂiﬂ'lc‘l.l.ltr in giving his
assent, without mental reservations, to the Iungl.mm&!li‘:
cated statements of Christian doctrine, which
jze their Articles of Belief and Confessions of Faith.
‘When any church,' he continued, ‘will inscribe over its
altar, as its m!a ification’ for membership the
Saviour's tement of the mbutam buth
law and Gospel, 'I'hnulhn]tlnuthnl.nrdﬂ:l
luthrhurt,mdwithlﬂthrm thl.'ﬂth
mind, and thy neighbor as thyself, 'lhl church will
julnwithlﬂmrhunl?d ilﬂm,rnnl

P

“His greatness is the most original and bizarre in the
world's history, shaped after no model . . . a greatneas
which admits of no exact analysis and can only be
loosely described as composed of great simplicity, great
naturalness, great bonhomie, great shrewdness, great
strength, great devotlon, great equanimity, and great
guccess on the greatest theatre ever offered to such
qualities for exhibition."

(p. 17, 18)



